| by the ſame Rue, let us mind the ſame thinzs. —15. If in any thing ye 
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Afts 15. 28. Jr ſeemed good to the Holy Thoſt and to ns to lay upon'you no 
greater burden than theſe neceſſary things. Rom. 14. 1, 17, 18. Him 
that is week in the Faith recerve, but not to doubrful Diſputations. For 
the Kingdom of God is not meat aud drink, but righteouſneſs and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, 5s 
acceptable to God, and approved of men. 

Phil. 3. 16- Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, let us walk. 


be otherwiſe minded, God (ball reveal even this unto you. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


Readers, 
{. FF you would be truly informed of the Caſe of the Nduconfor- 


miſts, and the meaning of this Defence, you muſt know' 


1. That the meer Nonconformiſts of this age take not up their 
Tudgment in truſt from any party of men, and therefore take not 
themſelves obliged to be for or againit avy thing, becauſe men 
were ſo that were called Nonconformiſts heretofore * As the Scri- 


ture is their Rule and objeftive Religion, ſo they reverence the 


judgment of the Primitive Church above the judgment of any par- 
ty; And indeed are ſo far againſt Sets and Parties as ſuch, 
as that their judgment is that the Church will never be well re- 
fored to defireable Concord, till our Vnion be Catholick, upon the 
terms that Chriſt appointed and which all good Chriſtians have 
azreed in, and may agree in. | 
2. That what the meer N, confer ifs of this age defired for 
Concord and Reformation, as to the old Liturgy and C onformity, 
is beſt known by their common Propoſals 1660, all the Miziſteri 
of London being by Mr. Calamy, Mr. Aſh and Dr. Reynolds; 
znvited to Sion-Colledg freely to give their judgments : who of- 
fered nothing for Church-Government but Biſhop Uſher's Primz- 
tive form, and: nothing for Worſhip but the Reforming of the Li- 
turgy, and the free uſe of additional farmes: Their exceptions 
againſt paſſages in the Liturgy being not thought abſolutely neceſ 
ſary to Communion. And it muſt be remembred that they offered 
then, 1. A Defence of thoſe Exceptions, 2. A Reformed Litur- 
gy or Additions, 3. A Petition for Peace and preventing Schiſm, 
to the Biſhops, which they never anſwered to this day, that \we 
know of. : Rn 


- . Z- Tou muſt know that the Change of the Liturgy on prete we 
A 2 of 
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of eafing; us, and the Att of Uniformity,. have made Conformity 
nom quite another thing thay it was before, and to us far more in- 
rollerable ; I am paſt doubt th..t Ru Hooker, Biſhop Bilſon, Bj- 
Uſher and ſuch others were they now alrve would be Nonconfor- 
miſts ; yea, [can prive ity .as wel/.f 1 cqu _ that <j were 
honeſt men, and wowld hold to what they whote. ;.' * X 
4. Tou- muſt know that we had nyver leave to give our Reaſons 
againſt the New Conformity ; nor allowed to le once heard ſpeak 
for our ſelves, before about two thouſand Miniſters were filexged; 
when our Tudicatures will hear a ſingle Malefattor. rhe 
been filent about eighteen years, while men have call'd Þp us 
What is it that you: would have ? ] while they would wot give 
us leave to tell them. | 
5. And when the Preſs was ſomewhat. open, they ſpread it a- 
broad that [our ſilence now plainly ſhewed. that we had no. 
thing to ſay, but kept up a. Schiſm againſt our own Con- 
ſciences.] | 
6. At laſt, though my Friends had long told me that our Lives *\ 
muſt be our beſt Detence, and that our Acculſers.would but be in- | 
flamed ty an Apology, and could not endure to hear our Reaſons, I 
durſt forbear no longer, but yet ventured no farther than to write 
a bare Narrative of the Matter of our Nonconformity, /e/t ar- 
ns ſhould exaſperate : But that very naming of the things which 
we deny, hath much diſpleaſed them that differ from us, Seppving. 
that it implyeth an accuſation of them, which Frenounced.. * 
7. The Reader then that will anderſtand our Caſe, muſt not 
took to find it here, but be at the labour to read what is already 
written of it, which we muſt not repeat as oft as any-will write a- 
gainſt us; that is, x. In the ſaid unanſwered writings of 1661. _, 
2. In the Kings Declaration-conceruing Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, for 
which the London Miniſters ſubſcribed and printed a Thankſzi- 
Ving. J- In my firſt Plea for Peace, deſcribing our Nonconformi- 
ty. 4. In the Defence of it againſt Mr. Cheyny's Anſwer.. 5. In 
my 'econd Plea for Peace, deeribing our Tadgment of Government 
and obedience, and what our N onconformity is not, and divers 0- 
ther points. 6. In my Trueandonly way of Univerſal Con- 
_ cord, 
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cord, oy which the Churches muſt agree, if ever. 7. In my Moral 
Prognoſtication. 8. In my 4bridgment of Church: Hiſtory of Bi- 
ſhops and Councils, ſhewing what hath divided the Charches here- 
tofore. 
of Toy muſt know that T write not to. juftifie every may that is 
called a Nonconformiſt, but to give an Auſwer to the publick Ac- 
culation of my ſelf, and a Reaſon of the Preaching of the meer 
Noxconformiſts. | oa 

9. But that the fuller Fuſtification of our hprag is intended 
in another Treatiſe, called Their Apology, or Third Plea for 
Peace- | 

Il. And as to the proſecution of the debate with this Reverend 
Dottor, it is not likely that I ſhall trouble him with any Regoinder 
if he Reply, uxle(s he will take another courſe, and firſt explain our 
terms, and ſtate the queſtion to be diſputed. Much Je{s ſpafl T cov- 
tend with any ſubſtitute who ſhall avoid the way of Love and Rea- 
ſon,. which from the Doftor may expect. 

There is one ſort of Diſputants that are tooſtrong for me, 
Thoſe that have a better Cauſe; 7ruth will overcome : Light 
will appear through narrow cranies. Of theſe I ſhall be glad tobe 
overcome : t proteſt that to my knowledg,1 never managed a Dif- 
pute, in which T truſted not to the Goodneſs of my Cauſe, more 
than to wit or words or humane advantage. 

But there are above twenty ſorts of other Diſputants, too hard 
for me to overcome. 

T. Thoſe that will Diſpute before they agree of the ſenſe of their 
rerms or ſtate the queſtion,. aud then quarrel for not being un- 
derſtood, 


2. Thoſe that will not read or anſwer our fulleſt Defence alrea- 


dy written, but leok I ſhould till begin anew. 
3- Vntverſalliſts, that can prove me to be an Aſs, becauſe 
T am an Animal. 


4 Equivocaters, that can prove me a Separatilt becauſe I fit not” 


at their feet, or read not in their Book or with their Speflacles. 


5. A Pope that taketh it for a Herefie or Crime to queſtion his 


word, or ſuppoſe him fallible. 
Sh ts 6. 4 


Tr * 
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6. Aproud meer Grammarian, who can confute Ariſtotle and 
the School-men with a ſcorn, and taketh it for a diſgrace ts have 
any more Logick than fimple terms ; or taketh Rhetorick for the 
pareſt fruit of Reaſon. EE 

7. 4A Nominal, who contrateth all his Syllogiſms into ſimple 
terms of art, and can confute any A dverſary, by calling him a 
Fool, or a Rogue, or a Heretick, or a Schiſmatick. 

8. One that ſtandeth ſo high that he thinks men below him to 
be little things like walking Crows. 
| 9. Aoneeyed man thatcan ſee nothing but on his own fide. 
Io. A galled perſon that ſmarteth if the wind blow on him; 
Anda melancholly man that thinketh that all that you think an 
fay is againſt hmm, and would kill hims. 
II. / cannot diſpute againſt Canons and Organs, that ſpeak 
Jo loud that none can be heard but themſelves. Nor againſt ring- 
ing Bells, that have loud tongues and no ears: and goon, on, on, 
and take no heed to what is anſwered. | 
I2. Nor againſt ſuch as Iſa. 48.4. Iron is too ſtiff for me to 
'bow, and I can make no impreſſion upon braſs. 
13. Nor can 1 deal with ſuch as are deſcribed, Hol. 7. 4, 6, 
7. Such an Oven hath too wide a mouth and too hot a breath for 
-me to contend with. | 
14. Nor ſuch as Pfal. 59. 7. and 55.21. that ſpeak ſwords, 
or diſpute with hands and not with tongues : and fetch their ar- 
guments from the Priſon, or the Lyons, and ſpeak not to the 
ear, but to the fleſh and bones. Nor ſuch as 2. Sam. 23. 6. Ifa. 
2.7.4. Mic. 7. 4. Thorns and Bryers ſpeak too feelingly. If I muſt 
diſpute with ſtings, I had rather it were with Bees that will re_ 
compence me, than with Waſps or Hornets. ' 
I5. I am too weak for men over valiant, that can venture up- 
on any thing, and eafily prove that the Snow is black. | 
I6. And my voice is too low for the dead and deaf and ſleepy 
and drunken, that when IT have ſpoken know not what T ſaid. 
17. 1 am loath to enter the Liſts with thoſe women that never 
want time, or heat, 'or words, and ſeldom foul ones, | Nama fi 
cum ſtercore certo, vinco ſeu vincor, ſemper ega maculor:] 
| ; 18. Nor 


The Preface. 


13. Nor an I als to d2al with a Crowd or Multitud?, where 
they follew the L2ad-r, aud cry, Away with him, when few 
hww whom or woat they are azainſl, * | | 

19. Nor yt with Lids that are too X 155 for m2,. aud value 
Mzrcary a52v2 God, that hav? quick Trad: but little flock, and 
think az? and exy2riznce to b2 th? Charattzrs of du!l declining 
Wits. | 
209. And I am too weas to diſpute a man ont of L9v2 with his 
Life, or his Plzaſure, Wea/th or Fnowr. All Charch-Hiſtory 
tells m2 haw rarely; ary evzr ſcrupled th: Lawfulnzſs of beiy 
mad: Pop: or Patriarch, or hath b:en argued out of a Biſhoprick 


or: Dominion. I am nat ſtronz enough to anſw2r an hundred. 
pound a yzar, mach leſs a thouſand (thouzh Grace and Conſcience 


Y rt. But thourh all this be nat th: Caſe of th? Reverend Doftor, 
y2t on? advantage ( though: uncertain) hz hath: HH is like to 
over-live m2, aud ſo may havs the laſt word ; And that is a 
certain Viory with the ſequacious multitude. But yet Truth 
will triumph, and fraud will vaniſh, | 
brourht to' lizht, and'that which is crootned by the FTudgment of 
men ſhall b: RE ftrait by the infallible final judgment. 


and ſecret things ſhall be 
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For the Reverend Doflor Sullingfleet, 
Dean of St. Pauls 


Revererd Sir, 

S you have told the Magiſtrates and the World what you think 
A of me as guilty of ſinful ſeparation, 1 have reaſon co hope that 
you will not deny meyour help for my own conviction : For it con- 
cerneth no mad io nearly to know my fin asmy {eif: and being ſu 
near my day of Judgment, I were a moſt inexcuſable wretch if | were 
unwilling to know ir. You knew their capacity it's 1.ke, for whom 
you preackt and wrote ; but 1, that beſt know-my own, fiizding it im- 
poſlible to underſtand you and your accutation without further help, 
preſume to intreat your ſpeedy Anſwer to theſe Queſtions which are 
the itopof my Conviction. | | 
[. 9. | enfreat you to tell me more plainly, which is che conſtitutive 
Regevit part of a National Church f Whether the King, or -a Sacerdo- 
tal Head ? For that you know, that a Giwrchas well as a Kingdom, is 
efſentiated by a pars regen, and pars ſubdrta, | long ago found in your 
Trenicon. 1 have opened the ſtate of the Queibion in my fiiſt Plea, age 
251, 252, &c. Of which | crave your So.ution : For to hear of [One 
Head, and not know who it is, is no ſarisfaftion to me. 

II. B. lintreatyou to tell me more plainly wiiat the [One Rulc] 
meant in your Text was, which was then extant, and all that had 
attained to be true Chriſtians were then and are .now:to agree in and 
walk by. For I perceive you truly Judge that it was ſomewhat then 
known to them ; and yet in your .app 
meant ſome late humane Laws. 

Was it a Divine Rule or a Humane ? If Humane, how to know it. 

Ht. £. I'beſeech you tell-me plainly, what is the definition or for- 
malredſon of that ſinfulſeparation which you mention as mine. For 
I cannot perceive it by your Book: unieſs you take Preaching without 
the Magiſtrates Leave, and Worſhiping in a manner different from 
that appointed by Law, and forbidden, tobe it. But 1 fuppoſe you 
take not all Diſohedience to be Separation, nor all different Modes 
of Worſhip. 1 would fain know what you mean. 

IV. 2 1 intreat you tell me plainly,whatyou would have the many 
ſcore t:;ouſands do on the Lords days, who cannot hear in the Pariſh 
Churches ? For the matter of faCt is paſt diſpute, that in your Pariſh 


of St. Andrews, Sepulchres, Giles Cripplegate, Giles inthe Fields, Mar- 
tins [1 


ication one would think you" 
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tras, Clements, and many others, there are in ſome 10000, in ſome 
20000, in ſome 30000, in ſome the Pariſhioners ſay, 60000 Inhahji- 
tants more than can come into the Church and hear the Miniſters 
yoice 3 which ſeldom can be heard by more than zooo or 4c00. How 
would you have all theſe ſcore thouſands ſpend the Lords day ? 

V. 2. Are you not conſcious that the true Paſtoral Office is not 
performed in your own Pariſh to the third part of the people accord- 
ing to their need, and Paulsexample Att. 20. by reaſon of the num- 
ber of them? Prudent peaceable men of your Pariſh tell me, that not 
one of five of their neighbours ever uſe to: go to any Church: And 
out of the Church never hear.a word from the Paſtor, unleſs at the 
Baptizing of a Child; but live like Heathens without any publick 
Worſhip of God : And the worſt.men that moſt need help leaſt de- 
ſice it, and therefore eaſilieſt take-the excuſe that at the Pariſh Church 


there is noroom, and if they go to others they are called Separatiſts; 
but not if they play, work or drink at home. 


VI. 2. I am confident you know the need of many Curates in your 
own Pariſh; (for my part, I profeſs, Iam ſo far from thinking my 
{elf capable of a Biſhops work, that I would not take many 1000 /. a 
Year to take the Paſtoral Charge of your Pariſh without 'many aſliſt- 


ants) ſeeing then you and | (as | ſee by your Treat. of Satisfaftion 


and other Doctrinal Books) do Preach the ſame DoCtrine, and 1 


perform but the part of -a Curate or Aſſiſtant to-you for nothing, 
. Why think you that it is worſe than that ſo many be untaught ? 


VII. 2. Do you not think that culpably to alienate an Ordained 
Miniſter, Vowed to the Sacred Office, is far worſe ſacriledge than 
to ſteal Church-plate or Moneys ? And that it muſt needs be ſo cul- 
pable, either in our ſelves for not Conforming, or for ceaſing our 
works, or elſe in thoſe that hinder us. 

VIII. 2. What then is itthat you would haye us do, when after 
our beſt endeavours we are no more able to ſee the Lawfulneſs of 
CON or forſaking our Calling, than of many great notorious 

ins * | 

IX. Q. Do youthink that for qualification and number there are 
ſo many better than the ſilenced Miniſters in the Land, as may fo far 
ſupply the Peoples wants, as that 2000 ſuch as we may better be ſpa- 
red, thanemployed, unleſs we can Conform ? 

X.Q. Are none of our Hearecs more competent Judges than their 
Accuſers, what profiteth their own Souls? And if they are, whatis 
the great harm that ſuchas | do, that' weighs down the Peoples pro- 
fit, while all your power is for edification, and all your Churches 
that I come in are full ? b 

XL. 2. What is it inus that warranteth a humble Conformiſt to 

| B think, 
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think, that his Miniſterial dity is ſo much better than ours, that in: 
compariſon of his Miniſtry, ours is unneceſſary and we unſufterable in. 


the Land : Is it our ignorance or Our wickedneſs that makes the ditter- 
ence ſo great? 1 have ſtudied many years longer than you, though 
perhaps with leſs advantage : We know nothing in the world that we 
prefer before the pleaſing of God, and edifying his Church? Though 
you excel us, doall others ſo? My meaning is, would you have none 
tolerated in England that are as #7norant and as Bad as I, Conſtderatis 
conſiderandic. Doth bare Conforming make all this difference? 

X11. ©. AndasIask all theſe Queſtions for my ſeJf (and earneſtly 
intreat your Anſwer) pardon me while in tive love to you, I putthis 
Queſtion toyou for your ſelf; Whether do you think, if you lived in 
the pain, and as near the Grave as Ido, and by the ſentence of death 
had the lively apprehenſions of your account, ſhould you not tremble 
to think of becoming a Preacher againſt our Preaching, and juſtify- 


ing or owning the ſilencing and ruining of ſo many hundred devoted: 


Miniſters of Chriſt, who are no worſe, and-for no worſe Cauſe ? 
Such as truly deſire to ſerve God as. faithfully and diligently as your 
ff, and with as little reſpect to preferment, riches, applauſe, or any 
worldly end? And whether you will never wiſh that you had never put 
your hand to ſuck-a work, as toargue with the Magiſtrate and har-. 
den others, againſt the enduring of ſuch mens labours, evcn on the 
hard terms that we willingly perform them. 
Sir, Many importune me to publiſh an Anſwer:to' yqur Sermon : 


t, As to my ſelf, I am more concerned to crave your help for my. 
conviction, if live in fin at ſo dear a rate, even to my fleſh: 2 And: 


asto you, you have deſerved ſo well of this Land, eſpecially for ſo 
fſtoutly oppoſing Popery at ſuch a time, . andare ſo much loved and- 
valued by us all, that I would take the leaſt provoking way z as know-. 
ing what-contention and exaſperation tendeth to, and how: glad the. 
Papiſts-will be to turn your Pen from themfelves, and leave you and ' 
_ as I, together in a fruitleſs conflict : waiting your Anſwer, 1 
re 
| Tour unworthy felow-ſervant, 

May 29, Ri. Baxter. 

1680, 
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SI R, 


T Lately received a Letter from you, wherein you complain of my expoſing ; 
you to the Magiſtrates and the World, as one guilty of ſinful Separati- ** By 
on :, whereas Inever mentioned your name, when T1 Preached, and when I 

Printed the Sermon, 1 have quoted it ſeveral times againſt Separation. S. 2 
But if yohr meaning be, that you think, your ſelf concerned in thoſe pra- © ** 
Riſes which I charge with that guilt, 1 ſhould have been very glad to g, ;. 


| have foundin your Letter an Anſwer to thoſe Reaſons in my Sermon which 


moved me to judg as 1 then did, and ſtill do concerning them, Which in my 
opinion had been a far more likely way for your Convittion, which you ſeem 
to deſire in your Letter, than my Anſwering thoſe Queries you propoſe z 


many of which do very little relate to the matter in debate between us. What 


you mean by my knowing their capacity for whom I preached and wrote, [I 

am not willing to underſtand, but if I have any, the ſingle Queſtion be- 
tween you and me, as to this matter, is, Whether the upholding Separate "WF 
Meetings for Divine Worſhip, where the Dotrine eftabliſhed, and the ſub- J 2 : 
ſtantial parts of Worſhip are ackyowledged to be agreable to the Word of * * 
God, be a ſinful ſeparation, or not ? 

By ſeparate Meetings, I mean ſuch as pretend to a purer way of Worſhip, 
and are kept up in oppoſition to the legal eſtablifhment of Religion among us. 
And now Sir, I pray conſider, 

Firſt, To what purpoſe I ſhould reſolve the Queries you make concerning $- 7- 
our great Pariſhes, ſmce, | | 

I. The ſeparate Meetings are kept up inthe City, and adjoyning places, $. 8. 
as Hackney, Newington, &-c. without any regard to the greatneſs of 
Pariſhes or capacity of Churches. 

2. Youcannot but know, that the People do not go to them, becauſe they F. g. 
cannot find room in Churches, but becauſe they look, upon the Worſhip of 
God, as purer there, than in our Parochial Churches ;, and moſt of thoſe 
who frequent them, would not come to the publick, Worſhip, were our Chur- 
ches never ſogreat, or our Pariſhes never ſo ſmall. 

3 Thepreaching inthem is forbidden by Law, which the greatneſs cr S. 10. 
ſmallneſs of our Pariſhes deth not make more or leſs lawful to be done ;, un- 
leſs thoſe who preachin them do Conform to the Laws eſtabliſhed;, and ſo 
1 grant you, the T abernacle in St, Martin's Pariſh, is now a help to the 

B 2 Pariſh 
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Pariſh Church, which before was a ſeparate Meeting. And I wonder a 
Perſon of your ſtgacity, ſhould think, to ſatisfie your ſelf, or others, by ſuch 
ſlight evaſions as theſe, which ſcarce any of my Auditors or Readers, how. 
mean ſoever their capacities were, bit c14''4 diſcern the weakneſs of them. 
Secondly, Others of your Queries relae is 1he Dralifications and num< 
ber of the ejeited Miniſters, and compar ing their Gifts with Onrs. 
But what is all this to the buſineſs »f Separation ? unleſs you ſuppoſe that 


the Goſpel is not preached by Vs or whether it be or not, that you are bound- 


topreach it ſtill, and ſo much ſeems to be implied im your 7th Queſtion,vit. 


That itis a ſaeriledge culpably to alienate an Ordained Miniſter vowed to- 


the ſacred Office. And becauſe this Comes neareſt to the matter in hand, 
and ſeems very much to ſtick, with you, I ſhall deſire you to reſolve theſe 
QOucries. 

1. Whether it be not in the power of thoſe who give Orders in a Chriſti- 
an Church to limit and ſuſpend the Exerciſe of the Miniſterial FunCtion 


without Sacriledge ? If not, how could the Chriſtian Church in its beſt and. 


pureſt times, pretend to rediice Biſhops and Presbyters to a Lay-Communi» 
on ? of which you may read ſo often m St. Cyprian's Epiſtles. Nay what 
Churchis there tobe named, that doth not aſſume this power to it ſelf, with: 


ont the leaſt ſuſpition of Sacriledge ? And it would be very ſtrange, that this 


Notion of Sacriledge ſhould never be underſtood before. 

2. Whether Chriſtian Magiſtrates may not juſtly reſtrain thoſe Miniſters 
from Preaching, who, after the experience of former Troubles, do refuſe 
to renounce theſe Principles which they judge do natarally tend: to. involve 


 #%s againin the like Troubles ?. 


Y. 14. 


14 


3- To-what purpoſe any ſuch Authority is either in Church or State, if 
thoſe who are legally ſilenced may go.on to preach publickly in oppoſition to 
the eftabliſhed Laws, only on a 19 that they were wrong fully ejefted ? 
This I am certain is contrary to.the Doftrine of all the Non-conformiſts of 
former times, as you may ſee 1 the Book publiſhed in their name by M;, 
Rathband, 4. D. 1644-p- 41. (beſides what you may fina #n my Sermon; 
P. 51. only the Teſtimony of Dr. Gouge ought to be corretted- thus, p. 513, 
$14-) Their words are, If 3 guiltleſs Perſon put out of his charge by 
the Churches Authority, may yet continue in it;what proceedings can 
there be againſt guilty Perſons. who'in their own conceit are always 
guiltleſs, or will at feaſt pretend ſoto'be; ſeeing they alſo will be al- 
ways ready to object. againſt the Churches judgment, that: they are 
called of God; and may not therefore give over the execution of 
their Miniſtry at the will of Man. | 

4. Whether there be the ſame obligation now lying upon Minfters to preach 
the Goſpel, in a Nation where the Goſpel is confeſſed to be truly preached, 
when they are forbidden to doit by the Laws of the Land ;, as there was 
wpon the Apsſtles to preach it firſt tothe World, notwithſtanding the probibi- 
tions of men ? The 
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The difparity ſeems ſo obvious to me, that 1 could hardly believe men of 
underſtanding would alledge the Apoſiles words to juſtifie their preſent pra- 

Hiſes, had I not ſo often ſeem it done. But that the old Non-conformiſts did 

truly underſtand the diſparity of the caſe, you may ſee it in 3 inſtances in 

the former Book, which I ſhall refer yon to. © | 
But you ask,one matcrial Dueſtion in behalf of the People, viz. Are none I. 16. 

of our hearers more competent judges than their Accuſers what profiteth 

their own ſouls * And is this in your judgment, a tolerable Plea for Sepa- 

| ration? then there can be no ſuch thing as an unjuſtifiable or ſinful ſepara- 
f tion ;, ſince the People are lefto be their own judges. For where was any ſepa- 
; ration made but upon ſuch a pretence ? And upon this ground the people may 
leave you to morrow, ant goto Dottor O. and leave him next week and go 
ro the Anabaptiſts, and from them to the Quakers; and ſtill plead that 
they are more competent judges than their Accuſers, what profiteth their own 
| fouls. No one would" think by ſuch —_— theſe.that ever you had writ- 

ten ſo much againſt Separation,and ſpoken ſo freely of the miſchief of it. Thus $+ 17+ 
T have pickt out thoſe Queries, which come neareſt to the matter of Separa- 
tion, and given a ſufficient Anſwer to them. But as to the other remaming, 
i concerning the conflituent regent part of a National Chureh; the One Rule” 
1 mentioned by the Apoſtle and whether you or I have ſtudred longer or to bet-- 
| 


ter purpofe, T have in civility paſſed them over, as no more relating to our 
bufonefe, than determining the Principle of Individuation, is, to the keep- 

:ng of the ſixth Commandment. And I am'refolved in debates of this natare FS, 18; 
not to be drawn off by any by- Queries from the main thing in Contraverſie. | 
% T do norpreſs youto any ſpeedy Anſwer, but I defire you rather to weigh and: 
conſider things impartially, than to give too haſty a Reply. 1 amneither- 
 fondof Controverſie, nor can Tdeſert ſs juſt and clear a Cauſe as I take this 

* againſt Separation tobe ;, fromwhich 1 ſhall net be moved by the noiſe and® 
cenſures of weak and injudicious people, who I find(as you formerly obſerved). 

can leaſt endure to be touched in this matter. If you pleaſe at your leiſure t0« 

ts return an anſwer to this paper, it ſhall be thankfully received by 


by SIR), 
Your faithfyl . Friend 
and Servant, 
EDW ARD STILLINGEFLEET. - 


My ſudden removal into the Country upon: the receipt of yours, , 
muſtexcuſe my ſending this no ſooner, 


T a» 
A . 
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$. 1. | Confeſs I was ſo well aſſured of the Divine obligations which 

lay on me, to do theſe things which you judge my ſin, that 
my expectations from your return were very low : But yet thought 
it my duty torry whether you had more than I knew of to ſay for 
my Conviction, before I ventured on a Defence : But your refuſal 
to convince and fatisfie me, increaſeth my confidence, that it is my 
great duty which you account my {in. 

F. 2. Did you not write to be underſtood ? Or muſt 7 ozly not nn- 
derſtand you ? multI trouble the Reader by gathering all the? paſla- 
ges,. where you exprelly ſpeak to me, viz. As One of them; and as 
going beyond the Independants, ani preaching unlawfully to them that 
unlayyfully hear, and as dealing more diſingeniouſly and leſs fairly than 
the old Separatiſts, and ſoalmott from end to end. 


F. 3. Seeing you ſhould have been very glad to have found an anſwer 


fo your Sermon, an Anſwer you ſhall have. 

S. 4. Seeing you willno further explain your great word [ ſepa- 
ration,] Iwill anſwer it where l find it in your Sermon: And if the 
Cals muſt be no more intelligibly ſtated, Imuſt take it as you will 

Oit. 
S. 5. Toſumupall, as far as I amable to underſtand you, your 
Sermon containeth, 1. The grounds ſuppoſed on which you build. 
2. Your Accuſation of us on thoſe grounds: 3. The pexalties which 
you juſtifie, 4. And the cure which you deſire. 

I. As far as you are intelligible to me, your ſuppoſed grounds are, 
that [God hath authorized the Magiſtrate, 1. To chooſe what perſons every 
man in his dyminions ſhall entruſt his ſoul to, as the Paſtor, whoſe Conduit 
be is beund in Conſcience toobey: 2. And alſo to chooſe and command, in 
what words only every Paſtor ſhall publickly pray to God , and what Books 
and words of men he ſhall profeſs aſſent and conſent to;, and what dedica- 
ting ſymbols of Chriſtianity he ſhall uſe as engaging in the Chriſtian Cove- 
ant, and to command Ceremonies and Modes, for diſſent wherein he ſhall 
deny Baptiſm, and Church-Communion to all diſſenters, though the things be 
Faken to be indifferent by the Magiſtrate, and great ſins by the diſſenters. 
3. And that all that obey not in all theſe, but preach when forbid- 


den, or uſe other accidents or modes, and chooſe other Paſtorsto | 


IL. On þ 


be their Guides, are Separatiſts and ſin againſt God. 
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IT.On thefe grounds you judg me and ſuch others ſinful Separatifts. 

I. You juſtifie the executing of the Laws upon us, and wou!d 
have us ſilenced, and ſuch diflenters not endured. 

Itis our (Conformity, or our) ceaſing to Preach which you plead 
for as the Cure. 

6. 6. 1 As to your ſuppoſed ground, 1. You know, it's like,that 
in my firſt Plea for Peace, | largely confuted it: And could you think 


- that without any-reply your bare ſaying over the thing confuted, 


could be any ſatisfaction, to one of any ſenſe or conſcience. 

| 24. You cannotbut know that the judgment and prattice of the U- 
niverſal Church in Eaf and Weſ# hath been againſt you, not only for 
the firſt 300 years, but for many hundred after. Father Paul Sar- 
3 after cited, in his Hiſtory of Church Revenues truly teſtifieth it: 
I have proved it by many Canons and Hiſtories in my Church Hiſto. 
ry; that he was to be taken as no Biſhop that was choſen by Magi- 
ſtrates, Prelates or any, without the Clergies elcit;on, and the Peoples 
elefion or conſent : Chriſtians then took not this to be any part of the 
Princes truſt: but only to countenance the things that furthered 
Learning and Godlineſs, and encourage the Clergy and People to 
chooſe the beſt, and to proteCt and encourage and govern them by 
the ſword when they were choſen. This being paſt doubr, were the 
Univerſal Church Separatiſts ? Is oxr Concent with the Univerſal 


* Church, or your ſigularity from it, liker to Schiſm or Separation ? 


3- 1 know that there are inconveniznces in the peoples conſenting 
power, and [o there are in all humane affairs; but not to be cured 
by pernicious miſchiefs. You will not tel] me, becauſe you can- 
not-tell ine, how we ſhall know what Magiſtrates they be that have 
this truſt ? Whether Heathens, Infidels, Mahometans, Socinians, 
Arians, Macedonians, Eutychians, Monothelites, Image-worſhip- 
ers, Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, or who ? and who mult judge of their 
qualifications? Yea, were we ſure that the Prince were Orthodox, 
it he were but wicked, d-banched, an enemy to ſerious practical 
piety, as all wicked men naturally are inclined to be, will not all 
ſach chooſe Biſhops and Paſtors like themſelves ? what more natural 
than to propogate our like ?; And will not wicked Biſhops make wic- 
ked Prieſts? And you know the Patron hath the choice with us, and 
t'sa ſlender qualification which the Biſhop hath power to require, 
without a quare impedie: An Atheiſt, a Fornicator, a drunkard, a 
hater of holineſs, bath nevertheleſs the choice of a Prieſt for the Pariſh, 
to whoim all the People muſt entruſt their Souls. What a ſad Caſe 
were the Chriſtian World in, if we may lawfully have no other Pa- 
ſtors than Gentlemen and Princes chooſe for us? When Chriſt tells 


us, how hard. it is for the Rich to enter into.the Kingdom.of Heaven ; 
| an 


——— — —— — 
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and how few of the Noble are called, and [7 uno annulo, &c.] -is be- 
come a Proverb. What a Caſe were H#ngary, Poland, France, Ger- 
many, and the Greek Churches in, if this were true.? 

4. Perſonal power inman is.the firſt : Family power is the next : City 
and Kingdom power ſuppoſeth theſe and cannot deſtroy them : Hence 
ſubje&s that are not meer ſlaves, Kand up to plead for their Perſonal 
and Domeſtich property, liberty and power. If my Money, and Limbs 


and Life be not at the Patrons or the Princes will, much leſs my Soul, 


He is truſted with my Eſtate and Life ; but I am firſt and more truſt- 
ed with tliem. He may keep out ill Phyſitians from the Land; and 
encourage the gocd ; but he hath no power to tie me to anill Phyſiti- 
an, nortoanill Diet, norto 11] Servants, &c. The choice of theſe 
belongeth to my ſelf.Much leſs can he on pretence of Pariſh-order tie 
me toan ignorant, drunken, Malignant, or an unexperienced ſapleſs 
Teacher,that is to my Soulas a lilly Emperick to-my health. Scripture 
and the Worlds experience tell how much God morally giveth his 
light and grace, according to the aptitude of means: Habitus infuff 
Je habent ad modzm acquufitorum, 1s common in the Schools. Twenty 
ſinners are uſually ſooner brought to repentance under $kilful fit 
Teachers,than under one unskiltul or ungodly men, And no.man hath 
power from God, to damn my Soul ; or forbid me the needful means 
ofimy ſalvation- No manis ſo much concerned as my ſelf what be- 
cometh of-me for ever : and | will not believe that the Patron loveth 
me and all the Pariſh better than we love our ſelves. | 

Englard hath been bleſt with better Rulers thanother Lands : But 
one Rule muſt in this be held to by all the Churches. And if you 
would even here appeal to experience, 1 will not here ſtay to tell you 
the names of 8 or 9 or 10 ignorant Readers, moſt Drunkards, ſome 
rarely, half never preaching, that I was bred under, nor what a 
ſtock of ſuch our 'Country had, - and how very thin pious tolerable 
preachers were: nor what worthy men Aldermanbury, Black-Fryers, 
the 1nns-of-Courts, and moſt places have had where the people choſe. 

But Reaſon ſignifieth little with moſt,, who are on his ſide that talk- 
eth to them with the beſt advantage: 1 inſiſt on this, You go againſt 
all the ancient Fathers and Churches for many hundred Years, and are 
ſo far a Separatiſt from more than one Pariſh-Prieſt. 


Il. And therefore your Accuſation of us thus grounded is Schiſma- _ 


tical and unjuſt, and recoileth on your ſelf, who inſtead of Gods Rule 
that all ſhould walk by, accuſe them that walk not by your novel crook- 
ed Rules, which may make as many modiſh Religions as thereare 


Princes. 
1. And your deſire of our ſilezcing and not being tolerated, I will 


only kere lamesit, and after ſpeak to. 


f iv. And. þ 
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IV. And as your Cure by our Cnformry is impollible 3 fo that by f- 
Jencing will be none, but increaſe the diſeaſe 993 
S. 7. Is it not a very uncharitable thing of you, that whenit's I whom 
you have called toacconnt, you flatly deny or ſhun to give me an Anſwer 
to my Caſe, and to the Caſe of all others that preach only in Pariſhes, 
where few of the people can hear in the Church. Why ask you [To what pur- 
poſe ſhould you reſolve thoſe Queries ?] | Aniwer to ſhew me whether -my 
preaching be my Sin, or Duty : And whether you juitly or unjuſtly accuſed 
me, and all ſuch others; was it not to this purpoſe that | craved your 
Anſwer? | 
2. And doyou not know, that in the Bills of Mortality it-appeareth 
that the Pariſhes within the Walls are but about the ſeyenth part of the 
whole; and the outer Pariſhes, which are thus great, are about fix 
parts : And in theſe Pariſhes it is not the tenth part in fome and the 
th in moſt thatcan come within the Church to hear. And it's pity that 
one half, or two orthree parts of ſuch a City as Lendoz ſhould be lefc 
like the /n&5ars without any publick Teaching and Worſhip, and! fuch as 
you ſay fo much for it. | | | 
&. 8. You ſay, The Separate Meetings are kept 4n the City, Hackney, 
Newington, ©&c. | : | 
Arſ. 1. What's that to me, and all ſuch other. 2. I'can tell that fome 
Gty Chutches are yet nnbuilt, and the Tabernacles will not hold\the peo- 
Ple (as Chriſt-Church, and others..) 3. And divers keep Meetings within 
the Walls, where they found moſt peace, for the yeception-of thoſe with- 
out the Walls, that cannot come into their own Churches. 4. What*s done 


at Newington I know not; But at Hackyey 1 know of two Meetings, 


where the Miniſters fo preach -out of the time of Publick- worſhip, that 
Tone may be hindred from'going to it, and deny not Cemmunion. with 
the Pariſt-Churches: And they tell me, that as the Incambent Officiateth 
by another, fo the Pariſh is ſo great, and the Preachers Voice folow, 
that a great part cannot hear him. | | | 
5- Why do you ſay they are ſeparare Meetings, when you know. that 
you have caſt themout: The Preachers had rather preachiin your- Tew- 
ples, and they'icannot be ſuffered : Preachers and People that are- profeſſed 
Nonconformiſts* but in opinion are by the Canon pſo- fafFo: Excommiurns- 
Tate. mw 
$. 9. As to what you ſay of the Reaſon of their Meetings ; I Anſwer, 
1. tthink (as far as Ican JudgeYthe moſt of my Hearers; (1 think ten-oc 
twenty to one) do alſo hear inthe Pariſh Churches : '$o'that your -Charpe . 
'of eparatign againſt-therfi is-but for 'hearing' both ; AndT believe! it-is fo 
'with maty others. 2. 'Every one that-preferreth better; doth not ſepa- 
Tate ffom'all' the Teſt : Your-Church alloweth-any- free Manto- forſake 
ang change his Biſhop andParifh Prieſt = oft as-he wills ſ6- "__ but 
Re | change 
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change his dwelling : And in London, Lodgers may change frequently. If! 
know thoſe called Puritans better thanyou,*l muſt proteſfs that I Le! eve of 
the two it is more the Preacher and his Preaching which mak<th the diiference 
with them than the Lritargie. For my part { ſe dom hear any but very good 
well ſtudied Sermons in the Pariſh Churches in Lender where | have been: | 
But moſt of them are more fitted to well bred Schollars, or judicious hear- ! 
ers, than to- ſuch as need more practical Subj:Cts,. and a. more plain 
familiar eaſie mode: And it is not your Reaſoning that will bring all Ap- 
petites to tae ſame Food-;, nor make the ſame Books. ſerve every Form. |! 
| havealways found that ſuch conformable Preachers, as were: Mr.. Bal- ; 
ton,, Mp, Fenner, Mr. Whately, Biſhop Uſher, &c, Were flockt after by * 
thoſe called Puritaxs, as much as the Non-conformiſts. But when they 
find- all-together,. 1+ That the warſhip and the preaching is more ſuita. 
ble'to their good, 2. And tbat their Souls have need of much other Pa- |: 
rochial- help than publick. 3.. And doubt of the calling of obtruded men, | 
no wonder if they prefer the other, 
F. 10- But'you lay the ſtreſs on the Prohibition of the Law, which the 
greatneſs or ſmallueſs of the Pariſh doth not make more or leſs Lawful. 
Anſ, Godhath commanded all Chriſtians ordinarily to Learn and 
Worſhip him- under the Conduct of his Inſtitution; ail Chriſtians grant 
this, No inarthath power to. forbid this : Al, Law that forbiddeth it is 
+ of. ner Obligation. In a Parjſh where 10000, 20c00, 40c00, cannet 
come within the Church to hear z if they have no other place to goto, they 
mult forbear all publick Learning and Worſhip : So. that the Erglſh of 
your. Words is, that if che Law forbid the molt of the People all Publick 
Learning and worſhip of God, it is there as unlawful for any to Congre- 
gate agaiaſt.that Law as-where there is no ſuch need. Bur 1. 1 again tell 
you,, Councils, Dotors and the Univerfal. Church thought otherwiſe, | 
and abhor'd this Doctrine., 2. Why will you not give us one word of proof : 
but your naked Authorny-to prove ſuch Authority inthe Magiſtrate and * 
to ſatisfie us what Rulers have it, and how far it reacheth: Hath the 
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"nſw. 1: O pity then the frailty of humane underſtanding ! I get no- 
thing by itif 1 err, but my great labour and the hazard of my Salvation 
by Sin / It muſt needs be then againſt my will; and is none of my ſize to 
be endured ? How few Congregations are ſo happy as yours, if all your 
Auditors are ſo much wiſer ? But, 1. Be the thouſands of your Pariſh as 
wiſe that hear you not ? 2, How come ſome that I thought the wiſeſt that: 
Iknow of your Auditors, to ſay as | ſay, and lament your Caſe ? 

Reader, you ſee here that it muſt be ſomewhat better than the conk- 
dence of Teachers, that muſt guide and ſecure the peoples Faith. This 
Reverend Man you ſee is moſt confident of the ſtrength of his Reaſons 
and the lightneſs of mine: And I am fo far paſt doubt on the other ſide, - 
as that I think be oyerthroweth al} Religion, and ſeteth up ManigopenRe- 
bellion againſt God : He may as weil wonder that I take any (ROE be of 
Divine command : If all Publick Worſhip isfinful, when forbidden, all 
Pcivate may be ſo too. Daniel may go to the Lyons: The Martyrs, Fa- 
thers, ; Councels, the Univerſal Church areall fooliſher than the meaneſt 
of his Auditors. It's ſtrange that he can be ſure Gods Word. is trne; and 
yet be ſo ſure that Meas Laws are above it, and may ſuſpend it z when yet 
Men's Laws have no more ſtrength than Gods Laws give them. 

I. I believe that the Spirit of God hath ſaid, Forſake not the aſſembling 


of your ſelves together ; know them that labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admeniſh you, and eſteem them wery highly in Love for 


their work, ſake, 1 Thell: 5. 12,13. That have ſpoken to you the word of God, 
that watch for your Souls, Heb. 13.17, 24 How ſhall they hear without a 
preacher, &c. Rom. 10. | = 

* 2. Ibelieve that where the Goſpel is hid, it is hid to them that arelofſt : 
And without knowledge the Heart is not good, and without Faith there 
ts no Salvation; and that itflis Life Eternal to know God in Chriſt. 

3. Therefore they that forbid Men to hear and worſhip,God Publickly, 
forbid what God commandeth ;z and- what is ordinarily needful to Sal-. 
vation. by, 

4. I believe that God is Almighty, the higheſt Univerſal King, and we 
are all his Subjects ; and the Scripture is his Law. | 

5- 1 believe that there is no, Power but from him, and that he hath gj- 
ven noe againſt him, or his La vs, nor above him ;,:and that mans. not 
_ and that-we muſt obey.God rather than Man, when they Con- 
tradicrt. 3; | . _ 

6. | believe that. we. muſt Laye, Fear, and Serve God above all, and 
Worſhip him according to his word, and Honour his Name, and keep 
holy; his day, whaever forbid it: And'that we muſt Love our Neighbour as 
qo Re, IE to ſave him as we may, | 1c rd We 
+ 7,1 believe that 1 mult love my ſelf, and, ſeek the ſaving of-my-.: Soul 
though the'Law: fotbad me, EC0-MEERD" 200025; 7:5 a6 Se, 
p30”. C 2 : 8.-And 
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8. { believe, that a Father muſt be honoured ,, and having care of his. 


Childrens Life and Soul, he muſt command them neceſlary Food and Means. 
for Body and Soul, and they muſt obey him, if the Law forbadiit. 

' H- Ihbelieve that murdering Souls privatively or poſitively is a fin,as welt 
= murdering Bodies, as many undertaking and not-performing Paſtors wilt 


10. I believe that he that obeyeth-not a Law which was made againſt 
| oy_ Law, 'or without Authority given by him, ſfinneth nat againſt Autho. 

ty. 
bo [ think in ſuch caſes, he that ſubmitteth te the Penalty of a penal: 
Law, doth'enough. = | 
- 12, Teonjettare, that the multitude of Caſuiſts, Politick Writers,. and 
Lawyers,. who ſay, that Breauſe the Common Good: is the: End. of Government, 
and all Power 1s for Ediſicatton, no Law obligeth which is againſt the Common 
Good, or at leaſt that is deſtruttive of it,] are like to be near as knowing in. 
ſuch matter, as the meareft of the Doftors Hearers and Readers. 

13. And Tam paſt doubt, that he that'denieth theſe Principles, will ſhort- 
ly have no cavſe to glory of his Wifdom. _ 3 114. | 

And O what caule have we that afe Teachers, in ſtead of proving thoſe 

ihtollerable that differ from us in fich-matters as our Conformity, to: conſi- 
der that an Errour in us, eſpecially fo practicatand momentons, is far more 
dangerous than in the People. If all my Neighbours miſtake my Diſeaſe and 
the Remedy, it may not hurt me 3. but if - my Phyſician miſtake it, it may 
be iny death. Biſhop Uſher and many Proteſtants-do.except alearned Papiſt 
much more thanthe unlearned from the hopes of Salvation. 


* &. +2. Twill readily Anſwer your Queries, though you refuſe to Anſwer: 


mine. 

Toyour firſt, Thoſe who rightfully give Orders, nwſt give ſuch Orders 
as Got hath inſtitated,. and may net hmit or ſuſpend-contrary to his Inſti-- 
tention or Laws.: As he that marrieth perſons may not except the Husbands. 
power of Government,. nor may unmarry them' again, ſave for Adultery. 
None may ſilence-Miniſters-that forfeit not their Office.. On: juſt cauſe to- 
pull down Churches, andalienate the Church Goods, (as fome Biſhops of 
old didforthe Poor )-is-no Sacriledge: nor to ſilence an: intolerable Tea- 
cher :*But to ſilence Miniſters: unjuſtly, is another matter.. . 

- If men will-cant over ſtil, Who'ſhall'be Fudge 3 We ſtil repeat, 1 Who- 
eyer is Judge, he hath no-power to caſt out faithful Miniſters, and if he 
miſ-judgethem, it juſtifieth nvthisaft.. 2. And.every, man is the d5ſcerning 
Fudge of bis own duty: Os | 

$. 13. To your ſecond Qyerie, Chriſtian Magiſtrates may juſtly pre- 
ſerve the publick Peace by all juſt means, and may repreſs all. rebellious 
Practices and Principles: but if they ſhould wſ-judge any Principles to: be: 
(ycktigt are not, and for not renouncing thoſe ſhould filence —_— 
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they have fitter means than ſilenting 40 correct them, ſilencing-them, when 
their Miniſtry is needful, is a fin. HY Sc 'S 
But ſeeing thefe words are ſignificant of your mind for ſilencing wa, and 
the Reaſons of-it,, why. would you. not tell, me, what theſe Principles are 
which we: refiiſe to renounce; and fo .deferye: filencing- | Either you lay 
the ſtreſs on the gailtineſs of our Pririciples;, or 08 the Magyſtrates qudging 
them ſo. You cannot think' that if. he miſjudge it will, juttzfie his ſilencing 
men: Elfe Yalens, Hunnichus, that cut out ithe preachers Tongu evthoſe 
that ſilenced the Preachers in Germavy, on.onr ſide, for not ſwearing, for 
the Pope, and on the other: for not ſwearing for the Emperour, ec, all did 
well. Seeing then you ſpeak as an Accufer of | us, ::45 guilty.of refuſing. tore: 
nourice ſuch principles; and ſubſcribe your irmplyed;conſent to gur ſilencing 
for it - Othat you would be ſo Charitable as to help our Converſion, and, 
tell us what thoſe Prineiples are. I have to!d the world at large my own and 
many other Principles of Government and' obedience; in my ſecond Plea 


for Peace : Icrave your diſcovery of my errourstherein : Yeap! provoke | 
Q . 
IE 


alſo ſuch as more fiercely accuſe as Plotters,,or Cherriſhing: Principles 

Rebellion, tonante that Principle which F 'have;not; there, Fenoynced. 
all that's there be not enough, -Iknow not what will be enough. -- 7. 14 
$ 14- To your third,.l anſwer, 1.1t followeth not that Authority to ſir: 
lence juſtly is to no purpoſe, unleſs all wyuſtly ſilencing.mult, be obeyed : The 
Apoſttes, the old Biſhops, the moſt of the Churches: have diſobeyed' ſuch ;. 
as did the Waldenſes,, Bohemians, G ermane Proteſtants; the French, Belgj= 
ans, Remonſtrants,, and Contraremonſtrants,, &c. You ſay, greatneſs of Parijhes; 
makes no difference: What if the King turned all London into one Pariſh, 
and ſo forbid all preaching and Publick worſhip. to- all; ſave a' few -thou-- 
fand ? Is Authority vain unleſs all the reſt turn like to Athiefts ? No good! 
Chriſtian ſhould obey the Popes Interdicts' of whole Kingdoms; , though 
2" - much Authority as the King :* A powcrte damn foulsis afright-- 
ut word: T9117 0p at a:.0 
- 2. Either the ſuppoſition. that it is #1juft, is' tre or falſe ; If. falle,. iE 
will not juſtifie their preaching : 7Frrue, either his preaching is' neceſlary? 


or unneceſlary.: If it be Neceſſary, we muſt obey God, and diſobey.man,. 


(as Grofthead ſaith by an obedient diſobedience). If | it be unneceſiary, though: 
the Magiſtrate fin, I muſt forbear there, and go to ſome place, where I 
may Preach without doing more hurt than good: So that all our.contraver-, 
ſtelyeth but in this, wherher the preaching cf the 2000-ſilenced! Miniſters was un- 
necefſary, and tended to do more hurt than good: . And this-is; all that: Mr.- 
Rathband, or any ſober Nonconformiſt meant: And this is plain truth 
though the beſt of your Hearers.,, and'Readers,or-your ſelf Contradidt it.. /- 
. $-:15. And whereas you ſay : This Iam certain'is contrary to the Ditftrine 
of all the Nonconformiſts of former'times, your aſſertion is ſo'raſh and falſe » 
12 matters of notorious Fat, that. it weaknetl:my reverence of your Judg- 
| ; mene 
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ment in matter of right. I have told you what Biſhop Bareroft ſaith of the 
old Nonconformiſts forming Churches and Diſcipline : The Canon againſt 
Conventicles, thence occaſioned, confuteth you : I have heard old Noncon- 
formiſts preach conſtantly publickly and privately againſt Law: I was fa- 
miliar with many of them: I never knew one of the mind you mention. 
Moſt of thern did preach themſelves that ever [ heard of. If Mr. Rathband 
had denied this, it had beennoproof. Mr. 4 that'is one of them there, 
and Mr. 'Slater, both peached at Bremicham long, Mr. Pateman at Moſeley 
nearer Multitudes 1 could name. Andyeta man that knew them not [':s cer- 
tain that all the Nenconformiſts of former times had contrary Dotrine}. 1 was 
in'16;8. and 1539. accounted one of them,though Luſed the Litargie, which 
moſt of thera did'not. '1 kaew them better than: you did. 1 have named ma- 
ny in my firſt Plea, whoſe Practice proveth your great Error inthat Hiſtory 
where you ſay you are certain. | | | 

S. 16. To' your fourth Queſtion, An Obligation may be called [the 
Same'\, 1. Quoad terminum. 2. Quoid gradum. 3. Luoad modum obligandi. 
4. Quoad realitatem. © pTI0, 2225 

1. Phe- Apoſtles: had-an obligation to aſſert Chrifts Reſurretion, as eye- 
witneſſes, and to record his Dottrine and Laws infallibly in Scripture, and to 
many things proper to them, which we have not, 3ut we are obliged to the 
work of our proper Office. DS 

2. The Apoſtles had greater obligations t1an we, by more immediate 
Call, and ſpecial gift'of the Spirit, and ſpecial Commiſſion aud Command z 
wheroursare lower, but firmly binding us. Gr S 

3- The Apoſtles were obliged by Chriſts immediate miſſion, and Commiſſion, 
and we but by his ordinary inſtituted means : But weare as truly bound to our 


Duty, as they to theirs. fb | 

2." And our Duty is to preach the Goſpel to thoſe without, and thoſe 
within,' according to our:power and opportuaity, and to.do.the reſt of our 
Office when we can. And though we are called to this withont ſupernatu- 
ral inſpiration, Viſion, or Miracle, berng called, we are as truly obliged,” as 
Parents, Hasbands, Princes are to their Duties. It is not lawful to look 
back when we have put our hands ro Chriſt: Plow, nor pzrfidiouſly to break 
our'Ordination Vow. nor to he negligent or treacherous Non-reſidents, 
Pluraliſts, or flathful, nor) ro obey men: more than God, though we were not 
calledimmediavely, or by Mir-cle. . ; 

3- If the Magiſtrate appoint 20000 ar L009, or one half a Pariſhto he 
excluded for wantiof Room and Teachers, it's ill ſuppoſed that the Goſpel 
is tru'y and ſufciently preached to them, tO whom it is not preached at all. 
And that it ispreached to orber;, prov 2th it not unn:ceflary to thers. 

4. Hz thr onty readeth the:Gaſp:l truly'preacheth it ; » But: Souls have need 
of more Paſtoral help than hare rrue preacving. + ©, ER 

-5- Ignorant wicked men in E-g/4:4can no mort be fav<d than Heathens,. 
Fj.:.þ and 
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2nd have need of convinciag, skilfu!, ſerious Preaching, as well as they, 
Your wandcing at our allegation of the Apoſtics words, and great coh- 
fidence in ſo {ad a Cauſe, ſers me almoſt above wondering at any ring that 


you ſay. Timothy was not called imm.diately by Chr:5#, who had that dread- 


ful Charge to preach in ſeaſor and out of ſea/on. The Univerlal Charch long 


judged otherwiſe of this caie than you do: And rot only Biſhop Br'ſox, bur, 
| rhink almoſt all Chriſtian Writers, P:oteitants aad.Papiits, heiwiu fol- 


low the ancient Church againſt you. The Noncorformiſts and othes eaſily 
grant what I ſaid before, Toat no ove Apeſie mig hr be ſilerced by man , bur 
and: ſerving Miniſters, that do more hurt thau go:d by tjezr. Mimiſtry, may be 
filenced by Chriſtian Magiltrates: But not che Churches Edification op- 
Pugned, and 2009 faithful men ſilenced for not finning oi pretence. of. a 
power to judge or execute. ; 

S.. 17, My Queſtion implieth, 1. That every man is moſt concerned for 
his own So'1l, andhath a przor obligation to ſecure it, which the King cannot 
diſpenſe with: 2. And, That every, man hath n: erer, helps to know whit is 
good or hurtful to-his Soul in doubtful Caſes, than. the King that never ſaw 
him hath. 3. Andevery man is like to love himſelf more than the King 


loveth him. 4. And, That the King can no more bind himto' hurt, or fe. 


miſh, or endanger his Soul than his Health in Diet: : ; 
But the.King, muſt give men all the helps thatthe can, and ſet up and main- 


tain ſufficient publick Teachcrs, and drive the iggorant aid p.o:aneg to hear - 


and:learn, and promote Order and Concord, and hinder Ur peaceahlencfs 
and Diſorder by juit m:ans. Bur i have fo fuliy declared the Magiſtrate's 
Work in my Book of Concord, tiat I wi.l rot repcat it. on T4 fligh Cocca- 
ſion. Separations muſt he prevented by right means. I had rio Separatifts jn 
a geeat Congregation for tourtcen years, th.gugh o any Sefts ſtrongly ard 
ottentempted them ; no ciot one Separate Me. tirg; all t at time; and this 
without:force., What harm w:li it do mez.crchwm, if my Heaters go f: om 
me (as you ſay) 'toDr. O? Oar wlo'e Country where'l lived almoſt kept 
Concord, and kept out-S: paration without the Magiſtrates conſtraint : Ex. 


perience is not eaſily coniuted. . Wi:y-then do you tell me of whar'l have 


written a7ainſt Separation ? when you may ſee that | contradict none of this ; 
2nd when that writing, with my 0; her -Endeavours, ſerved without the Ru- 
lers Sword. I had there Juſtices always at hand that would have” fo 

me what thez could at any time: I never deſired one act of force. from 


them.-I allowed Quakers and-Anabapriſts publick Diſputes half a day to-- 


gether: 'They never won one Man or Woman by it. Mr. Tombes his great 
% could get but about twenty 


Country was free, ſave afew inconſiderable. Quakersat Worcefter,and'a ſmall 
Village ortwo. The like was then done without force in many othet Coun- 


2y: Almoſt all thereſt of the 


$: 18.1: 
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S. 18. I told you how neceſlary the reſolving of the Queſtions which I 
ſent you was to my Conviction : And I will not provoke you, by giving 
that name to your denial of an Anſwer to them, which I think impartial Rea-: 
ders will give it. | 

I. Will other menbelieve that he doth well to deny me the definition of 
that National Church which he writeth of, or to tell me whether he ſpeak of 
4 Lay or a Clergy Government,who writes his wonder that I ſhould ſay, 7 know 
not what they mean by the National Church * How can | know whom to obey, 
or when | {eparate from the Form of Government, if 1 know not what it is ? 
Is this nothing to onr Caſe ? 1 take my ſelf to be more bound' to obey the 
King, than ſome Biſhops. You knew that you are here divided as for twa 
Church-forms among your ſelves. 5 ; 

JE. Would any man that ever knew you have believed that ever you, even 

you, ſhould have ſo preached and written for walking by the ſame Rule, and 
acculed the Nonconformilts as worthy of ſilencing, and as intollerable for 
ſwarying from that, Rule;' and when you have done, will by no intreaty be 
prevailed with fo much as to tell me what rhat Rule is, Dine or Humane, the 
=#/ 54 or the Canons, or what? yea, and think this impertinent to the bu- 
ſineſs ? | | 

HI. Was it not almoſt incredible, that when all this was ſaid and written 
againſt onr Separation, that I cannot intreat you to tell me what Separatioz 

55, even what is the formal Reaſon from whence you ſo name:it, and whe- 
ther you make it not tobe the ſame with [_Diſobedrence], contrary to the 
common ſenſe of Church-Writers ? 
IV. 1s it not hard to have been believed, that when I and others are ſo 
| loudly accuſed of preaching (though I never gathered a Church ) to ſome 
_ of many thouſands that cannot come into the Temples, (many of which ne- 
_ ver heard a Sermon of many years) that I cannot entreat you to tell me 
what all thoſe thouſands ſhould dv on the Lords day, and how you would have 
them ſpend the time : And that this ſhould be taken as impertinent ? The 
Canon commiandeth the ſpending of the Sunday and Holidays in hearing 

Gods Word, &c. Doth he keep this better that goeth to wo Church, or he 
that heareth ſuch as I? & : 


' Let the Reader alſo peruſe the reſt, and ſee whether they are imperti- 
nent, = | 
S. 19. Before you deſired me, I have long weighed with my moſt ſe» 
_ Tjous and impartial thoughts, the matter of this Controverſie : And 1 had 
great reaſon ſo to dv, when for the labour which you- account my ſiv, 1 
wear iny Health and Fleſh, 1 ſuffer reproach, and many: a thouſand. Pounds 
Loſs and Damage, in theſe nineteen years; and being weary of 'a burden- 
ſom Body, do bear it and hve eſpecially for that work.  And-if I do and 
ſuffer all this for fin, to the wrong of the Church, and the hazard of my 
Soul, alas, what a caſe am1 in! when no Study, no Prayer, no reſolyed cer- 
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tempt of all mens cenſure, and of worldly Intereſts, in twenty years time, 
yea in forty one (for ſo long I have been: partly a Nonconformilſt) can 
change my Judgment, or make me doubt ?: Lord, ſhew me thy Truth, and 
make me true to it, whateyer it coſt me; and teach us all to kriow! what 
-manner of ſpirit we are of, and acquaint us with the true way of Chriſtian 
/Picty, Love, and Peace. . 7rne 17. 1690, | F230 


_ 
— 


| Tothe Reverend Dr. Edward Stillingfleet, Dean of St.Patils, Src. 
Richard Baxter retnrneth this Acconnt.of his Doftrine \ and-Praftice; which by 
his publiſhed Sermon, preached before the Lord Mayor, May-2. 1680. he oftey 
 callethmeto; and the Lord Mayors and Conrt of - Aldermens exrnſt defire of 

his Printing it, ada to my Obligation. RR. | 
Y.. -G IR, | apprehend-much:Reaſon for my rendring:you this following 
Account, and ſome againſt it: And it was -noteaſie to me quickly 


'to reſolve which did preponderate. It is eaſie to foreſee, that ——__ 


will be glad that your Pen be turned from them, againſt thoſe whom th 
are a againſt, and will laugh to ſee-you divertedby ſuch a Scuffle. A 
Satan knowing our frailty, will hope to perſwade you, that all that is ſaid 
againſt the weakneſs and errour of your Writings, is againſt your-Itereſt api 
you,and ſo to ſtir up in you Paſſions and Thoughts direQly contrary to Love 
and Concord, and your own and the Publick good : For with fome he hath 
unhappily ſucceeded to carry them-from one Error to another. till he hath 


brought them to the bitter hatred of their Confuters. And though I am-not 


ſo conſiderable as you, the Tempter diſdaineth not ſo low a Game, as to tty 
whether he can make your erroneous oppoſition a ſnare to'me. When T fiw 
that you had begun this contentious way, it was eafie to foreſee that Satans 
Cauſe was like to gain by it, and therefore [fear that he-was much the canſe. 
S. 2. AndIremembred Prov. 17. 14. The beginning of ſtrife is as when one 
detteth out water z therefore leave off contemion before it be medledwith.} And 
if yon could not forbear beginmmng, you will hardly forbear when a neceſl? 
Confutation ſeemeth to diſhonovr you. Jnteref}, youtell me, is ſtrong 3 
it's caſter to ſpeak againſt ſelfiſh Partiality, than to overcome it. | never 
perſonally provoked you, unleſs it was by confuting your Opinion, [That 
no Form of Church-Government # of Divine Inſtitution} in-my Chriſtian Dire- 
tory : But as I named you not, unleſs with honour, ſo your own accuſfingef 
that Irenicen of yours, (otherwiſe a very-landable Book) doth ſeem to;juſti- 
te what 1 ſaid. | i 
$. 3. AndlI truly fear, leſt:the opening of your miſdoings ſhould rejoyce 
the Papiſts, and encourage them to ſay, Thrs 3; the Champion againſt the Ca- 
.tholicks.] For I ſpeak from my heart jn my m_—_ ſaying to them that mention 
you, 
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you, That this Kingdom is greatly beholden to you, for your ſeaſonable 
and open defence of the Proteſtant Cauſe, at a time when —_ 
And 1am glad that you blamethem that accuſe the Conformeble Clergy of 
yieldingneſs to Poperyz which implieth, that no Bribe ſhall tempt you, di- 
reCtly or indire&tly, to ſerve that Cauſe, how ſtrongly foever it ſhall ſeem 
ſupported by the Arm of Fleſh. 

8 4- But yet in ſo publick a Cauſe, to be by your Accuſations ſo loudly 
called to be accountable for my Doftrine and Prattice, and that to the Ma- 
giſtrate, and to an End eaſily diſcernable, and to refule to tender you or the 
Magiſtrate any jnſt ſatisfaction, when refuſing may make me and thouſands 
more taken for Guilty, as by our (lilent) Confeſſion, and conſcquently che 
Magiſtrateand youto incur a far greater guilt, if you ſhouid miſtake, this 
feem<th to me a Crime not to be ventured on : When you have made an- 
ſwering neceſſary, I muſt anſwer. Elſe I ſhould have imitated Melantthon,who 
oft boaſtetii how much he had proficed in Philoſophy, ſo-that he conld 1iicnt- 
ly let Ihricus, Ofeander, and ſuch others, write and talk againſt hin, It po{ 
fible, and as much as in us lieth, we ſhould live peaceably with all men :* Bue 
when that which men make impoſlible to us is no Duty, nor the want of i: a 
Sin, though an affliction, the Aggreilor doth make Defence a Duty. Anc in- 
deed I muil be guilty of Scandal againit you and others, if I deny you ſatiſ(- 
faction.  Eitner 1 or youlive in no ſmall fin: Though Mr. Cheyney think 
otherwiſe, your words, and many ſuch others, ſhew, tat you take our courſe 
to. be a fin. intollerable. And it it ſhould prove that the ſin is yours, it could' 
not be ſmall, not only to do what we fear would beſo bad in us, but alto to 
accuſe us ſo: pub/ickly ro Magiſtrates, for not forbearing to preach the Go- 
ſpel, when we were ſolemaly devoted toit; and pleading agaiaſt the role- 
ration of it, when non-toleration mult be by Impriſonment, Baniſhment, or 
Death, or ſuch dfabiement;againſt iuch as believe they are-bound to preach” 
while they are able. z 

S. 5. Yet you caatell that they are if men that reported you ftir up Magi- 
ſtrates to Perſecution. If that much will prove it, it's like they will be em- 
boldened to call you [an :i# man] too'y For ſuch faults are ſo common that. 
we may ſay as Sencca [Quid Vicus leuiter tangam onnes mali ſumus,)] 1n- 
deed they do-aot well that uſe that word, Perſecution : When your words 
are but againſt 7oleration, and the Church of Englands endeavour after Uni- 
formity ;, which-are puolickly known. 

$.6. And no wonder if they are :/ mer; when youare but finding out © 
certain Foundation for alaſtino unzon, which: is impoſſible to be attained till men 
are convinced of the Evil and danger of the preſent Separation, &c. That is, 
you are but proving our union impoſſible: For I have elſewhere proved” 
that the conviction which you {pzak of is morally impoſfible, to become: 
the terms of a common Union. It is impoſſible that we ſhould all be con- 
vinced: that.nore of the particulars. impoſed are ſinful, which I have he. 
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wed in my firſt Plea: And 2. It isas impoſſible that we ſhould all be convinc- 
ed that it isany more Lawful for usto forſake our Miniſtry, to which 'we 
were vowed in our Ordination, than to break our Oath of Allegiance, and 
deny our Duty to the King: So that you do no: worſe than for Union to 
prove our Union impoſſible; and whos it that makes it ſo ? | 

S. 7. And this Impoſlibility you infer from thisPrinciple, [Thar it 5s law- 

al to ſeparate on a pretence of greater Purity, where there is an agreement in Do- 
look and the ſubſtantial parts of Worſhip. ]._ | 

Anſw. 1. Was there not this Agreement in the caſe of Cyprian and the 
Council, who perſwade the People to ſeparate from Merriall and Baſilides ? 
And is not Union poſlible with ſuch as Cyprian and the Carthage Biſhops ? 

2. We that are accuſed by you do not fay that Ce differ nor from you in 
Dottrine abſolutely:] viz. in the Doctrine about Dioceſan Church-forms, or 
their Impoſing Power . we never denied this difference, But we ſay, [In the 
Dottrine of the 39 Articles] as diſtinct from the Form of Government, and 
impoſed Abuſes, we agree: And ſuppoſe that we agreed in fuch Doctrine 
and Worſhip with a Church that yet held only that the Pope 5s jare divino 
the Corftitutive Vicarious Head of the Univerſal Church, and would take none 
that conteſs it not for Chriſtiansz were it not a fin to ſeparate from that 
Church ? | 

3- Suppoſe that Uſurpers ſhould thruft out the Biſhops and you,and make 
theti\ſelves' our Paſtors againſt our wills, 4s it unlawful to ſeparate from 
them, though they agree with us in Doftrine and Worſhip ? And if the- 
Church:s aad Councils have been in the right, which for 700 yea 1000 
years held thac the calling of a Biſhop was null that had not the Clergies 
El-&tion, and the Peoples Eleftion or Conſent. I need not tell you how far” 
this will reach. 2 

4- Whar if a Church that youagree within Doctrine and Worſhip wilt 
not receive you, unleſs you will deliberately profeſs or ſubſcribe an Untruth, 
or covenant aZainſt ſome Duty, or commit a known ſin is it intollerable 
for you rather to ſeparate from them than to ſin? And muſt we have no 
Hnion till we can in all things think as you do ? 

$. 3. | think you need not expect the Cenſures of the chief makers of our 
Diviſions : And as to the inferionr Seftaries,if you are a Sacrifice, it will be- an 
unbloody one. You well admoniſh us in the end not to complain too much 
waen we are ſilenced, impoveriſhed, and imprifoned : The counſel is.good ; 
But for the Dean.of Pals, &c. that is deſervedly loved and honoured by us. 
afwhom you thus deal with, and by thoſe great men whoſe eſteem he de- 
ſervedly more valueth, while he liverh in this plenty and honour, tocall- 
himſelf [@ Sacriſice] if a few poor men ſay He wrongerh chem,when he plcad- 
eth againſt the Magiſtrates enduring them, or againſt their judgment that 
think they ſhould be endured, doth not this ſeem to another greater tendeh- 
cy, than for me only to ſay de fatto, ] was _—_ the Common G aol, and fain 
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to make away my Goods and Library to ſave them from Diſtreſs.] But ſo muck. 
to your Epiſtle :. The Sermon followc..: | | 5 S ; 

S. 9. And what could a Man hays dc.:- 7 more toend + main differ. 
ences among us, than the ſerious coaſidei..* 1 of your Text in- its; very. 
Plain import and drift. _. 

1. That the text ſpeaketh for Unity and Concord is pa? queſtion. 
2. And that it ſpeaketh both to the Pattors and :'2 Flocks. 3. And that: 
it ſpeaketh to a# Chriſtians; though of various .iegrees of Attainment: 
And therefore requireth all to-live in Concord that are Chriſtians ; not-. 
withſtanding other differences. 4, All the-doubt is what is mcant by che. 
> ay Canon or Rule: And there are theſe ſeveral -Fxpoſitions pleaded: 

or. | EE Epos 

1. That by the ſame Rule is meant only the General Concord idem.velle + 
nolle , to agree, and live.in Peaceg. and to mindthe ſame things. 

2, That by the ſame Rule is meant the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity received 
by all Chriſtians ; which they ſhould have concordantly Pratticed, notwith- 
ſtanding other differences. | = | 

3: That by the ſame Ryle is meant the Doctrine which the Apoſtles had: 
concordautly delivered to all the Churches, | | 

4.. That it was the Churches Creed which is ſuppoſed then to-be in uſe,. 
as the-ſymbol of Chriſtians. | ns en 

5- That it.isthe Canonical Scriptures, in the times that they, wers writ. . 
ten anddelivered to the Churches, TIL | 

' 6. That it is the. Example -of S. Pal before deſcribed,-or the matter: 
of it; that.is, to. hold faſt what he had attained, and preſs forwards to-- 
wards the heavenly perfetion, by deſire, hope, diligence, and Patience. 

7. Some take the [one Rule] to be [the end as it is to be attained by the! 
means :] that-is, the commer ;good» of the, Church, and. furtherance. of; the 
Goſpel and our ſalvation : Ler. alb:be doxe rg edification. x = <O 

' 8. Some ſaythat it is the great duty of Love which is made the Rule for 
our undetermined actions; or, that the fundamental duties are made a Ca-- 
non to the Superſtructures, as it ſeemeth to be meant, Gal. 6. 15, 16. And; 
by Chriſt, Go learn what that meaneth, I, will have mercy and not Sacrifice. To- 
tell you which:and hew-many, of theſe.l take to be meant in the:Text,, and why,. 
is none of the work which, you call me to ;- but, to tell you, that which-ever 
of theſe it: is, or if all thsſe, we ſully conſent: All theſe Canons we muſt 
all walk by.. ; Sy arts . 

o. But ſome ſay that by the ſame Rule is.meant the Tradition .and Cuſtom: 
of the, Univerſal Church. _. | ot. 

10. And ſome thatit is the.Canons,of the Biſhops in General Councils; 
and under them, in National or Provincial Councils. | 

11. And ſome tell us that the Rule of. Chriſtian concord is: [Obedence to 
2he. Rifbops of all the world (or Univerſal Church) who are a College Governing 

| | (nob 


£2 CPP >. 


Ar. Baxter's 4nuſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermoye. 29 


(not only diviſan & per partes, in their ſeveral PrecinCts, but) unitedly'as 
One Regent College, ordinarily per /zteras formatas, and. by General Coun- 
cils when.they fit. . 1 W, 

- 12. And ſometell us that it is the La# or Will of the Civil Chriſtian Ma-- 
giſtrate which is this Rule. 

As to theſe four laſt Rules wermult put in our Exceptions» As to the 
oth, the Traditions,and Cuſtoms then in uſe were Apoſtolical Inſtitutions, 
and ſo are coincident with ſome of the former : But other Traditions and 
Cuſtoms we take not for-this Rule. | 

And as to the tenth; we.give Councils, though wrongfully called Gere-- 
ral, their due honour; as we do to inferiour Councils, and every particu- 
tar Paſtor in his place : but take-not this for the Rule here mentioned. 

And asto the 11th, we know of-no ſuch Government in being.” 

And as to the 12th, it was-not then exiſtent, and therefore could not be' 
that meant in the Text : But we take our ſelves bound to obey Magiltrates,, 
as we haveelfewhere at large explained and profeſſed. 4 ' 

In ſhort, either you think itis a Divine ora Humane Rule or Law which is - 
here meant, or both : If a Divine, we ſhall not differ from you of any thing, 
unleſs it be of the meaning of it. If a Humane, either itis an att of true 
Power received from God, or not : If not.,. you will grantus that it obli- 
geth us not as this Rule in queſtion : If yea, then'we agree that we are to' 
obey it:. So- that all that will be uſeful to our ConviCtion will be, 1. That. 
you prave the Perſons authorized to their Office: (and of our Magiſtrates 
there 1s no doubt.) 2. And that they have authority to make all the Ca-- 
nons and Laws which you call the Rule. And without this your labour is 
all loſt to us. | Fc 

S. 10. But which of all theſe it is that you take for the Rule meant in your 
Text, we muſt conjecture : 1. You well ſay, p. 11. {/t was ſuch a Rule which- 
they very well knew, which he had giver them before.) Therefore it wasnone 
that was not then 1n being, but to be made by Biſhops.afterward: And, 
p. 14. you ſeem to include the Canon made AF. 15: whatever the ſenſe of - 
this Text 1s, we willingly alſo ſtand to that 3. and/to the Holy Ghoſts deci-- 
ſion, that nothing be impoſed but neceſſary things: And; pi 15: T find you- 
ſay [that the preſerving the peace of the Church, and- preventing ſeparation; wes- 
the great meaſure according to which the Apoſtle gave his direttions.] And this 
is all that | can find of your determination what 35 that Rule. And if Peate- 
be the Rule, we all agree with you in declaiming againſt the violation of it. 
But 1s there no more in-your Application ? 

F. 11, Irememberitis ſaid in the Life of Foh. Bugenhagius Pomeranus (the 
Paſtor of the Church in Wirrenberge, andthe Presbyter that ordained-the Bi- 
ſhaps and Presbyters of Dermark, and many: other places) how much Foh. 
Ereacrick the EleCtor of Saxony-was pleaſed to hear him open the Reaſons 
why Magiſtrates have power to make Laws, but not Paſtors [armatam eſſe 
poteſtatem peliticam authoritate condend; leges, non pugravtes cum Decalogo,, &* 
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de his traditam ſe veriſſimum preceptum ;, neceſſe eſt obedire propter conſcientiam ; 

ſed paſtoribus expreſſe prohiberi condere proprias leges, cum dicatur, Nemo vos 
arguat in cibo, in potus nec poſſe hanc libertatem ullius creatur atthorstate tol- 
4i.] But I had rather ſtretch my Obedience to the utmoſt conſiſtent with 
Conſcience and Obedience to God, than ſpeak for any needleſs Liberty. 

S. 12. lt is certain, thar by [the ſame Rule] is not meant, 1. Any Rule 
that tied Chriftiaus to ſubſcribe or declare that there is nothing in our three 
Books, (Liturgy, Ordination, and Articles) contrary to the Word of God: 
For none of them were then extant, nor are they 200 years old. 2.Nor any 
Rule that tied them to any one humane Liturgy which all the Churches in 
the Nation mult agree in - For there was none ſuch. 3. Nor was it any Rule 
that impoſed on them any dubious unneceſſary Opinions, Covenants, or Pra- 
Ciſes ; nor, ina word,our Conformity, or any like it. 

- This is eaſily proved : 1. Becauſe the Rule which they were all to walk 
by, was ſomewhat then exiſtent. 2. It was a Divine Rule. 3. Ic was that 
which all Chriſtians were to have concord in : But experience telleth us, 
that all Chriſtians (that is, that conſent to the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity) ne- 


ver had, nor can have their Concord 1a any of the forementioned Confor. 


mity, as | have proved in my Book of Concord. 

$. 13. Wewill go therefore no further than your Text for the Terms of 
our Agreement, and for ovr Defence againſt your Accutation : Whatever 
you will prove to us, by any ſuch evidence as ſhould convince a man of reaſon and 


:mpartiality, to have been THE RULE which the Apeſtle did here mean, and. 
bid all that are Chriſtians walk by, we earneſtly deſire ro agree thereto: And * 


we will joyn with you againſt any that refuſe ir. It will be a way more con- 


gruous to your Funtion, and cheaper to your Conſcienc?s, to condiſcend to * 


theſe Terms, and prove tous what this ſame Rile was, than to tell the Magi- 
{tratesthat it is no fin not ro endure vs. 

S. 14- Pag. 16, 17, 18, 19. you come to tell us what S:paration it is not 
which you ſpeak of z.viz. not of the Separation or diſtinft Communion of whole 
Churches from each other, &c. Anſ. You know it's like your ſelf what you 
meant-by theſe words; if you would have us know ir, 1 muſt crave your 
Anſwer to theſe Queſtions. 

; Qy. 1. De you make Separation ard diſtinct Communion the ſame thing, or 
wers ? | 

Qu. 2. What diftirion of Communion is it that you mean ? When there are ſo 
many things which may diſtinguiſh ? 1. Communion in d:ſtintt places you take not 
for Separation. 2. Nor Communion under diſtintt Presbyters or Biſhops. 3. There- 

fore I ſuppoſe neither under diſtintt Princes, or Ariſtocratres in Cities, as'ſuth. 
4+ Nor urder diſtintt Laws (meerly as ſuch) of the ſame Prince. 5. Nor diſtinit 
in allowed or ind:fferent accidents. Why any of theſe ſhould be called Separation ! 
know #14t, unleſs,as the word doth ſignifie but Diverſity or Diſta: ce. | 

Q. 3. Do yn take Separation here in the ſame ſence as before and after , or 

E quiwocally * If Equivocalty, why did you net tell us what you here meant 7 beſides 
* 
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Q. 4+ Is not the Separation of whole Churches, much worſs than of ſinzle. Ver. 
ſons from one Church, when it is upon unwarrantavle Cauſe, or Reaſons, If one 
Church unjuſtly renounce Communion with another whole Church as notrue Church 
or as Heretical, I think. that it is done by a whole Church againſt a.waole 


Church x1akes 3t worſe. © Ke 
But perhaps you mean that for twoNationalChurches to have two Kings. 
is not unlawful. No doubt of that : Butto what purpoſe is it? Or js it- 


that two National Churches may have different accidents. of Worſhip, or. 
Diſcipline ? And ſo may two Droceſane, or Pariſh-Churches in our Narion, 
if, the King pleaſe at leaſt. 
$. 15. You add : Which according to the Scripture, Antiquity. and Reaſen 
have a juſt Right and Power to Govern and reform themſelves. Anſ. Have not- 
all Dioceſane Churches Power to Govern and Reform themſelves ? 
Govegament is of various ſpecies:: Only the King, or ſumma poteſtas C:- 


vilis hath Power to Govern and Reform: by his ſpeectes of Government : 


But every Biſhop may Govern and Reform his Church as a Biſhop z as. e- 
very Maſter may his Family as'a Maſter, and every Man himſelf as a Man, 
ls a ſtrange Man, "Family, or Church that hath not Power to Govern and 
Reform it ſelf; though not Regal Power : Though Kings have Power, they 
have not Gods Power: And all Power that Is Humane, is not Regal. ... 
| $. 16. Serm. [By whole Churches I mean the Churches of ſuch Nations which 
tpon the decay of the Roman Empire reſumed their right of: Government to.them- 
ſelves, and upon their owning Chriſtianity, incorporated into one' Chriſtian Society, 
under the ſame common Tyes and Rules of Qrder and Government, ] . 

Anſ. 1. And had not thofe as good right that were not.under the Rowmay 
Empire? (as Abaſia; &c.) 2: Did the Churches under the Reman Power ex. 
erciſe their great diverſity in Liturgies and other accidents 'of Worſhip 
without right? Had not.they a right to govern and reform themſelves va- 
riouſly as they did? 3. Chriſt{an Socrerresare of divers ſpecies : Do-you mean 
Chriſtian Civil Societies, Kingdoms, free Cities, &c. or-Ghurches ? Or de 
you take a Chriſtian Kingdom and a Chriſtian Church for the'ſame, as the Era. 
ſtians do ?. If ſo,1 Rippare half the Conformiſts will be againſt you, as wel 
as I. At leaſt you_muſt confeſs, that-if de nomine a Chriſtian Kingdom, qu 
tale may be called « Chvrch;'it' is equivocally 3 and. that'there is a ſort,o 
Chriſtian Churches which are of another Conſtitution. Far were the Chriſtia) 
Biſhops for 1 300 years from believing that a Prince or Civil Power was ef 
ſential to.a Chriſtian Church, or that a Church in the common ſenſe wa 
not conſtituted of another ſort of Regent part, that had the Power of, th 
Keyes. Two p ecies of Goyerhours make two ſpecies of the Societies, if the 
are not ſubogdinate, but prime: conſtitutive Parts : 'But the'Prince and--th 

Paſtor,are two ſpecies, well opened among- many by Biſhop Bilfen Wo Su} 
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je&tion. And verily if you Conformiſts be divid.d among your ſelves. a- 
bout the very Conſtitutive Rector of a Chriitian Church, you dificr more 
from each other than we do from the generality of you. 4- And what be 
the common Tyes and Rule of Order which you mean? Are theſe notifying 
Terms for a D-finition? 1. There are divine unalterable Rules of Order 
and Government, and there are humane Rules about alterable Accidents. 
2. There are Rules made by Contract (ſuch as Grotius thinks Canons are), 
and Rules made by Governours, which are binding Commands or Laws. 
3- There are Rules made by Civil Gevernours to be enforced by the 
Sword, and Rules made only by Eccleſiaſtical Paſtors to be executed on- 


ly by the Power of the Word and Keys. Do you mean all theſe ? Or which 


of them ? 


7. All Chriſtian Churches are tied by the common Divine Rule ; and 


isnot confent to that enough to make a Church ? 2. Churches oP yarious 
Nations may be under one Humane Rule of Agreement or Contradt. 


3- The ſame Princes may give divers Rules about Accideiits to the 


Churches of one Kingdom, and alſo the ſame Rule for ſome Accidents 
-0 divers Churches under them who differ in other greater things : 
And doth agreement in thoſe Accidents do more to make them Oze 
Fhurch, than their difference in Integrals to make them many ? 4. Princes 
may do as the Roman Emperours long did; leaye the Biſhops in Councils 
lo make their own Rules by conſent, and make no common Imperial Rule 
bor them : Are they ever” the leſs One Church ? 5. The Roman Empire 
£nd Councils both left the ſeveral Biſhops to make Rules for Liturgies and 
ther Accidents for their ſeveral Churches : Were they therefore the leſs 
tine National Church ? 


W So that I am-no more acquainted by your words what you mean by a 


Cihole Church, than'if you had faid' nothing. There is a whole Dioceſan 
Mhurch, and a whole: Pariſh Church, as well as a whole National Church : 
And what the Power is,. and what the Rule of Order muſt be, whe- 
ier the Laws of Prince orPcelates; , and whether about Eſſentials, or In- 
aigrals, or Accidents, and what , Accidents, - whether all, or many, 
' few, and which, that muſt make'a Church to be One whole Church, you 
”myertellus. An Infidel Prineeror a Heretick Prince may give the ſame 
fonile of Order to his Chriſtian Subjefts in a whole Kingdom ; Ts he there- 
force the conſtitutive-Church-Head?. or will, you ſay as your Mr. Ri. Hook- 
4 .doth; that f he be. the Head.of a Chriſtian, Church, it is neceſſary that he 
ng Chriſtian ? To tell us of [Common Ties and Ryles of Order] and neyer 
kno}-s what thoſe Ties atd:Ryles are,..may ſerve your Ends; but not my 
S (ification. Es — "7 18. 
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$. 17. But I remember your /renicam learnedly- maintgineth that 
God hath inſtituted no one form of Church Government as necelfary : 
And if ſo, then not a National Churck Form. And is it not; 4 whole 
Church if it be without a Form, which not God but Magn is the Author 
of? Then God made or inſtituted no ſuch thing as a whole Church. 
Then it is a humane Creature. Then why may not man make yet more 
Forms; and multiply, and make and unmake , as he: ſeeth Cauſe, aud 


| ſeveral Countries have ſeveral. Forms. And forme dat nomen > eſſe: And 


if God made not any. who/e Chyrch, we ſhould be acquainged, who they 
be (that were not a Church) that had Power to make the tirſt Church 
Form; and who hath the Power ever ſince; and how it's proved , and 
bow it cameth to be any great . matter . to. .5eparate. from a Charch 
Form which God never made z and whether humane Church Foxms be 
not eſſential and Conſtitutive Cauſes of the. Churches; and - whether eve- 
ry commanded Oath, Subſcription, Declaration, :Office.ar Ceremony, be 
an eſſential part- of, this .Church Form - And there be as, many Church 
Forms, and Species, astherebe Qrders, Liturgies, and Ceremonies. |. And 
all thefe differences in the fame. Kingdom, conſtitute ſo. many Schiſmes, - 
and Separations. 


$. 18. Do you take all the Chriſtians. in the T#rkjþ Empire to be 
one National Church or not? If not, then one Head or humane Law is 
not neceſſary to the being or Government of a-Church; nor is it neceſ- 
ſary that it be National: And do you think that the Greek Churches 
have not Power to Govern and Reform themſelves; though they be not 
a National Church. Why did Paul write to Corinth ( as Clemens allo 
did) and to the Galatians, &c. and ohr to Epheſus, and: the other fix, 
Rev. 2. &- 3. to reform themſelves, if they had not Power to do it. Bug 
if all the Chriſtians under the Turk, be one National Church, then it-is 
either becauſe they have one Civil Head ,, or one Eccleſiaſtical. Head. 
Not the latter, for they have none ſuch; though the Biſhop. of Cor- 
ſtantinople have ſome Primacy by their old Canons and Cuſtom. Not the 
former, for an Infidel cannnot be an eſlential part of. a Chriſtian Church 
(as.a Conſtitutive Head is.) es 


S. 19. And the Churches in the Roman Empire before Conftantine,. were 
true Churches of Chriſt's Inſtitution: And they had power to Govern 
and reform themſelyes; And yet they had no humane Conſtitutive Head, 
Regal or Sacerdotal, though they had a Ciyil Heathen.-Governour, which 
was an extrinſick accidental Head. F 


f 


FADE Ong 


2 Mr. Baxtef's 4v#fwer to Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon. 

It is ſo contrary toall ſence and religion, that either a man as a man, 
or a family, or a hnrch as ſuch, ſhonid have no power to govern and 
reform it ſelf;- that I muſt needs judge that while you ſpeak confuſedly, 
you meant only a Regal or Supream Civil power, which yet is roa ſpecie 
diſtinct from that which is properly Eccleſiaſtical. 


1 ek tm. ene we. . 


'' $. 20. Serm.p-I7. | And ſothe ſeveral Churches of the Lydian or Pro- 
conſular Aſia, if they bad been united in one Kingdom, and Governed by the 
Jame authority under the ſame rules, might have New truly called the Lydian 
Ghurch.] 


A mm fa. 


Anſw,,z. And is the controyerſie de: nomine; Whether they might be called 
the Lydian Church when we expected a ſatisfaftory explication dere ? 
No donbt but a Church is ſoequivocal a word that many ſort of Aſſem- 
:, blies or Societies may be ſo called: I have told you of divers ſenſes in 
> which we are called a Church National, firſt Plea, p. 251, &c. Either a Chri- 

ſtian Kingdom, or elſe the Churches of a Heathen 'or Chriſtian King as'4ſ- 
TC Sociatedby agreement, may be called a National Church. - Es 

a 2, Whatif they be united in one Kingdom, of a Heathen, Mahomerar, 
Tg, Or Arian King, and Governed by his Regal authoricy, under the ſame 
m 7#les which he ſets them? Is this it that you mean in your deſcription ? 
Is AKing as ſuch is not an Eccleſiaſtick perſon: and therefore is not an eſ: 
i fential- part of a Church, unleſs as it is equivocally fo'called : And is it 
gr his Civil Laws for Church-Government, that you mean, or the Clergies 
ty Canons, or God's Laws? The Greeks under the Twrk are under one Prince, 
1h and Governed by the ſame Civil authority and Laws, and alfo are under 
- one Patriarch, and by the Princes toleration are Governed by the: Eccle- 


w fiaſtick authority and Laws, of another Species: If you confound theſe | 


Cz two' Species, or tell us not which you mean in your definition, it-tend- 
nyy th not to edification.' 


i& 3+ And what if they beunder divers'Kings (as the Bulgarians and Greeks 
dig were) and yet ruled by one Eccleſiaſtick Authority, and ' Law? why may 

.;not they alſo' be called Oze Church (As the Moſcovites are now called 
-1y part of the: Greek Charch? ) | ts 


fon] 

force 44 And why might it not be called the Lydian Charch while it was a part 
4- .cof the Empire?” as the African and other Countries were? But what-is 
in «gall this de nomine to the Controverſie * All grant that the Civil power 
knogimuſt be obcyed in their place, and the Church power in theirs ? 


(| But 5- 
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5, Put here you grant that they are ſtveral Churches before their Union 
in one Kingdom. And I ſuppoſe they were Churches, 1. of another ſpe- 
cies than the National deſcribed by you, 2. and were of Divine Inſtitution:3 
3. and continue fo after their Union in one Kingdom3 4. and have 
power to govern and reform themſelves il, though not Regal power. 

F. 21, Serm. <[ Juſt as ſeveral Families united make one Kingdom, which 
< at firſt had a diftin and independent power : but it would make ſtrange con- 
«© fuſion in the World ts reduce Kingdoms back again to Families, becauſe at fir(t 
© they were made up of them, ] . | 

{nſw. And are they not ſeveral Families ſtill? and have they not fill a 
d- int Family-power to govern and reform themſelves, tho not a Regal 
Power ? Doth making a City or Kingdom diſſolve Families? You cannot mean 
it, What mean you then by reducing theſe Kingdoms back to Families, when 
they are Families (till? Had you ſaid, that diſſolving Kingdoms or Cities, and 
reducing them to be only Families 1s confuſion, it's undeniable. But Kill as Fa- 
miliesin a Kingdom retain Family-power, ſo particular Churches in a King- 
dom retain the Church-power which God by his Inſtitution gave them» 
And this is that we defire. . | 

\ $. 22, Serm. ©| Thus National Churches are National Societies of Chriſtians 
© under the ſame Laws of Government and Rules of Worſhip. ] 

Anſ.1, All Chriſtians are under the ſame Divine Laws and Rules. 2. Some 
Princes: make no Church-Laws to Chriſtians, but their Civil Laws for the 
common Peace. And ſome make various Laws for various ſorts of Chrifti- 
ans under them. 

$. 23. Serm, ©[ For the true Notion of a Church is no more than a Society of 
© Men, united together for their Order and Government according to the Rules of the 
*Chriſtian Religion. 

Anſ. 1. There. be many true Notions of ſuch an equivocal word as a 
[Church] is. 2. The Generical Notion ſure is not enough for the definition of 
each ſpecter, There'muſt be more. The Univerſal Church is a Society of Men 
ſo united 3 and ſo may the Churches of divers Kingdoms 3 and fo is a Chri- 
{tian Kingdom as ſuch3 and ſo isa Provincial Church, and a Dioceſan Church, 
and a particular Parochial Chxrch-: yet all theſe are not- of the ſame fecies, 
for they have different terminos in ſfpecie, 3. This is a very defective Detiniti= 
on, where, 1. [ Men] are made the qualified Subjet,when it ſhould have been, 
[ Chriſtians ]. 2. The two conſiitutive eſſential Relations of Paſtor and 
Flock; are not mentioned, as it a Kingdom were detined without the menti- 
on of King and Swubjets. 3. They are ſaid to be wnited in general,. with- 
out telling us what uniting is meant, whether only by force, command; or 
conſent 3 whereas moſt take even the Mode of Inveſiiture ( Baptiſus ) as well 


as Conſent to be neceſſary ad offe, as to the Viſible Church, 4. It is aid they 
| | | E "TN ar2 
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are united [ for Order and Government] as if theſe were but the Terminy,, | 


and ſo may thoſe by agreement de futuro, that yet have no Government; 
whereas the Government is the conftitetive Form. 5. This Definition leaving 
out the ſpecifick, Form and Terminus, maketh an Army, a Navy, a Ship, a 
company of Chriſtian Merchants, or Corporation, &c. to be a Charch: Fox alt 


theſe may be -* Societies of Men united together for their Order and Government, | 


* according to the Rules of the Chiiſtian Religion : For the Chriſtian Religiqn 


giveth Rules to all forts of Chriſtian Societies, Thele are not the uſual ways | 


of detining, nor give me any true notice of your ſence. 6. And you make 
It not intelligible, whether b'; the Rrles of the Chriſtian Religion you mean 
only the Divine Rule * and whether you mention it as the zniting Bond, of 
only as a Ryle to ſome humane Rule * But though the application look this 


way, yet your words ſpeak no more than what is common to the Churches | 


which you accuſe, that are | »nited for Order and Government according to the 
Rules of the Criſtian Religion ]. If this will ſerve, thoſe are thus united 
that take the Bible for their Rule of Order, &c. But -is not this againſt 


thoſe Churches, that take not the Bible, but Canons, or other humane Lawy, | 
for the bound of their Charch-Union, or their Rule» It it be wniting for Ordo | 
and Government according to the Rules of the Chriſtian Religion, which maketh | 
a Church, let us then try which Societies are ſo united, and let that be the | 


matter of our Diſpute. 


$S. 24. Serm. p. 13. ©*[ Anditis agreat miſtake to make the Notion of a Churh | 


c barely to relate to As of Worſhip, and conſequently that an adequate Notion of a 
©Chmrch is an Aſſembly for Divine Worſhip 3 by which means they qoreprien the 
© Name of Churches to particular Congregations : whereas if this he!d. trne, the 
© Church mft be diſſolved as ſoon as the Congregation is broken up. But if they re 
© rain the nature of a Church when they do not meet together for Worſhip, thin 
© there is ſome other Bond that wniteth them; and whatever that is, it conſtitmies 


©he Church. 
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Anſ. 1. Did you write this as a Confitation of any body ? If fo, you | 


ſhould have told them who are your Adverſaries. I never met with one to 
my remembrance that ſaith, the Church is no longer a- Church than they an 
congregate, but Mr. Cheney who writeth againſt my Plea for Peace.. Ando 
the two firſt who now write againſt me, write againſt one another, and I 
mult pleaſe them both. When you fo far differ among your ſelves, you 
ſhould bear with them that leſs differ from you. 


2.. What mean you by the | Notion of @ Church | which all Men know | 


' is an equivocal word ? Do you mean that a | Chxrch Þ hath but one 
Notion? I pray you tell us, whether the Notion be the ſame as it is 


uſed,  Mitth. 16. 18. & 18. 17. 1 Corinth. 11. 18, 22. Ads 19. 


32, — 39, 40. 1 Crrinth, 14. 34 Pſalm 26, 5. Fpheſ, 5. oO 
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1 Tim 3.15. Air 5.11. Adis 20. 28. Rev. 2. 12,18, Rom. 16+ 5: 
Phil. 2.10, Ads 8.1, 3. Eph.5.23. Col. rn. 18. Epb. 1.22. & 5.23. 
Doth any Man believe that it is in all theſe Texts taken in the ſame Notion 
(or ſence )? I am ſure I need not ask this of you as to the ſence of pro- 
phane Authors, who uſc the word for any ſort of Concilium, cztus, concio, 
congregatio, convivia, as in Lucan, Demoſthenes, Ariſtotle, Thucidides, &c. 
\ 3., If you will pardon me for telling Men in Print fo often, that a Church is 
conſtituted not only for Communion in Worſhip, but alſo in Dodrine, and holy 
Living, I will not ask you, why you difſembled this ? nor why you would 
intimate the contrary to your Readers? Repctition is not the leaſt fault of 
my Writings, and all will not prevent the miſ-intimations even of ſuch wor- 
thy Men as you. Ad nauſeam ſq; T have repeated, that the Office of the 
Miniſtery ſtandeth in a ſubordination to the three parts of Chrift's Office, 
Prophetical or Teaching, Prieſtly.or Worſhipping, Kingly or Ruling 3 and 
that a particular Church is aſſociated for the uſe and benetit of all three con- 
junctly. Were you not willing to take notice of this ? or not willing that 
others ſhould take notice of it ? 

4. How many Writings of ours have told the World, that we appropriate 
not the Notion of a Church to a particular Congregation, Do not my Books 
which you cite, copiouſly expreſs the contrary ? .Do we not over and over 
tell Men, that the word | Chrrch | muſt be conſidered as equivocal, generi- 
cal, and ſpecifical? Do we take | the Holy Catholick, Church |] in the Creed 
for a particular Congregation? Worthy Sir, this is unworthy dealing, whe- 
ther it be by ignorance, negligence, raſhneſs or wilfulneſs. We diftinguith 
between Chwerches of God's Inſtitution, and of Man's Invention. And of the 
firſt ſort, what Independent is there that holdeth not an Univerſal Church at 
keaſt, belides particular Congregations? And of Man's making, who can 
number the ſorts that are and may be made ? 

5- Did you ever know Man, ( ſave ſuch Conformiſts as he that anſwered 
my Plea ) whether Greek, Papift, Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Independent, or 
Anabaptiſt, who denieth a Church: Bond, that uniteth them when the Con- 
gregation is diſmiſs'd. All confeſs, that the Union of the pars regens and 
pars ſubdita for Church-ends doth make it a Chxarch, And who doth not 
ditinguiſh between the Conſtitution and Adminiſtration, the Status and the 
Exercitinm ? 

6. How then could you fay, | If this be true, the Church muſt be diſſolved 
#5 ſoon as the Congregation is broken up]? What ſhew is there of ſuch a con- 
ſequence? What if we held that the Church were fo called barely in rela- 
tion to Publick, Worſhip ? doth it follow that this Relation ceafeth as ſoon 
as the ſeveral Acts of Worſhip ceaſe ? . Their mutual conſent, and the uni- 
on of the VVorſhippers, Prieſt and People aſſociated for that uſe, may con- 
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tinue when the Ah of VVorſhip is intermitted. May it not continue a 


School, when the Boys go home or play? May it not be a Parliament 


when the Houſe is riſen, tho it be only for the work of aſſembled Men that 


they are related and denominated ? 


7. But Sir, do you not confeſs, even in your Irznicon, where you main+. 


tain that no Form of Church-Government is of Divine command : 1, That 
God hath commanded that there be Aſſemblies ordinarily uſed for his 
VVorſhip. 2dly. And that Paſtors arc to be the Guides and chief Managerg 
of this VVorſhip. 3dly, And that they ſhould be alſo their Teachers; 
4thly, And that they govern them by their Keys. And 1t allthis be true, 
then ſuch Aſſemblies are of. Divine Inſtitution 3- not ſuch as are aſſociated 
only for VVorſbip, but for Dodrine, Worſhip, and holy Living, under the 
Teaching and Conduct of their Paſtors.. It you deny that ſuch Churches 
as we call Particular are of Divine Inſtitution, we have often proved it, 
though few. Chriſtians deny it, or need any proof. 

And-it is fo oft repeated in+ the Books which you: cite, that T muſt 
ſuppoſe you know it, though you ſeem to difſemble it, that the Definition 
which Þ give of ſuch a Church doth make the Terminis to be ( not the 
whole Church meeting at one time and place, but ) perſonal, prefentiat 
Communion in DoGrine, VVorſhip, and Holy Converſation, as diſtin from 
abſent Communion by Delegates or Letters only, Your Pariſh -is aſſociated 
for ſuch perſonal preſential Communisn, and yet they meet not all at once; 
but ſome one day, and ſome another, and ſome not at all, which is: a fault 
in exercitio, but overthroweth not the being of the Church, while it is per 
ſonal preſent Communion Which they aſſociate for and profeſs, and that ſtates 
the Church-relation. And they. meet not all in one place, but ſome in the 
Biſhop of Ely's Chappel, ( and it is pity but you had many more) 3 and yet 
Chappels of Eaſe conſiſt with ſome Obligations on the whole Pariſh ordina- 
rily, to have per vices ſometime perfonal-Communion in the Pariſh-Church, 

If you would have told us plainly, that Pariſh-Churches are no Churches, 
or that God never ordained ſuch fingle Churches,as are aſſociated for perſonal 
Communion in Preſence, in Dodrine, VVorſhip, and Converſation, which 
kave their proper Paſtors, we ſhould have known what to ſay to yon, But 
if you deny not-ſuch, ( which we undertake fully to prove ) plainly con- 
feſs their Conſtitxtion, VVorth, and Privileges, and we ſhall readily next 


debate the Caſe with you, how far Men may aſſociate theſe into larger 


Churches of. another fecies, But ſtill we ſay, that as Families ceaſe not to 


be Families, when they are combined into a Village or City no more do- 
particular Churches loſe their Conſtitution or. Adminiſtration by being aſſoci-- 


ated _inta any lawtul larger.Churches,. - 
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$. 25. Serm. *| And if there be one Catholick, Church conſiſting of multitudes 

© of particular Churches, conſenting in one Faith, then why may there not be one 
© National Church from Conſent in the ſame Articles ? &c. | 

Anſ. 1. I pray conteſs firſt, that your National doth confitlt of a mwltitude 
of ſuch particxlar Churches of God's Inſtitution, and cannot deliroy them or 

their Power and Privileges: Secondly 3 And once tell us what you mean 
by a National Church, whether Regal or Sacerdotal. If you mean a Chriſtian 
Kingdom, who denies 1t :. If you mean all the Churches of a Kingdom affo-- 
ciated for Concord as: Equals, we deny it not. If you mean that the Nati-- 
on mult be one Church as united in one Sacerdotal Head, perſonal or col-- 
letive, Monarchical or Ariſtocratical, we mutt have further ſatisfaction: 
about this: Firſt, whether it be of Divine or of Humane Inſtitution ?- 
Secondly, whether (it humane ) its Power be from the Prince, or from 
the Conſent of the particular Churches ? Thirdly, what it is empowered to 
do? 1. Not. to.make neceſſary Laws for the Churches of the ſame ſort with 
Chriſt's already made. 2. Not to croſs any of his Laws. 3. Not to dc-- 
ſtroy any Privilege of the particular Churches inſtituted by Chriſt. 4. But 
if it be only to.determine of ſuch Circumſtances as.the Chriſtian Prince may 
determine of, we ſhall obey them as his Officers. 

And'now to your | Why not ? ];I anſwer. Man is not God.. God made 
the Form of the Univerſal Church, of which the particular are parts 3 whoſe 
Form alſo is of his making: And if God hath made National Regent Chur-: 
ches:as diſtin& from Chriſtian Kingdoms and Commonwealths, we will obey 
them 3 if not, we muſt know what Men made them, and by what authori-- 
ty, and whether. God authorized them thereto 3 if not, your. [ Why.not ]: 
is anſwered. 

$.26, Serm. p. 18..<[ Nay; if it be mutual Conſent and' Agreement 'wbich 
© makes a Church, then why may not National Societies agreeing together in the ſame 
Faith; and under the ſame Government and Diſcipline, be as truly and properly a- 
© Church as -any particular Congregation 2 | 

Anſc 1. Is-it only de nomine, or- dere that: you ask ? If de nomine, we: 
grant -you,. that a Parliament, an Army may be truly called Kecleſia3 if de re, , 
we grant you that it is truly a Church of another kind. 2. Mutual Conſent 
makes-a Church, but God's Conſent or Inſtitution mult go firſt to warrant that 
Conſent, and make it a Church which he will own : . Elſe-mutual Conſent. 
may make it but Feroboams Church, ora falſe and finful Policy.. Prove if: 
you can, that God hath: authorized Men to make as many. new-Church-- 
Species, Policies or Forms as they pleaſe 3 -or any: againſt, | or,above, . or: 
equal to thoſe of his Inſtitution, . belides. Magiſtracy, . | 
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$ 27. Serm. Þ. 19. Why many of theſe Citier,united under one Civil Government, 


and the ſame Rules of Religion, ſhould not be called one Nationsl Church, I can-' 


not underitand : which makes m? wonder at thoſe who ſay they cannot tell what 
we mean by the Church of England : Sactileg. Deſert. p. 35. 

Anſw. 1. Admiratio eſt ignorantis: I am as ignorant of you, as you are of 
me 3 theretore may anſwer wordering with wondering 1. That ſuch a Man 


ſhould not know the reaſon when 1 ſo plainly and diſtinly wrote: it down, 


2. And that while you wonder, you ſhould not vouchſate to give me the 
leaſt means of Satisfaction. For I ſuppoſe few will think that you do (6 
much as attempt it here. 3. You make it till as if the Controverlie were de 


nomine, what it may be called; when I only ſpake dere, and bid you call it 


what you will, if you will but tell uz your meaning. 4. Yea in my Plex, (:&. 
4,5. and in the Addition : I fully ſhewed what we grant de re, & de no- 


mine, and what we deny and what the ſtate of 'our Controverlie is : and do. 


you think to (atisfie us, after all this with Yondering that we underſtand not 
what you mean ? 

S 28. Serm. | In ſhort, we mean, that Society of Chriſtian People, which in this 
© Nation are united under the fume Profeſſion of Faith, the ſame Laws of Govern- 
© ment, and Rules of Divine Worſhip. | 

Anſw. And will not they, that know not your Heart any otherwiſe thin 


by ſuch Words, dcride us, if we ſhould pretend by theſe Words, to be ever 


the nearer underſtanding your Reſolution of the Controverlie ? 
7. The eſſential conſtitutive Parts of a political Society are the Pars regens 
& pars ſubdita (as is aforeſaid, ) And here is no mention of the Regent part 


at allz can any Man tell by this whether it be the King, or a Clergy Head, 


that you take to be the Conſtitutive Head ? 


\ 2. Laws and Rules, are part of the Adminiſtration, and our queſtion is of 


the Conftitution, Is this then any ſatisfying Definition ? 


3. The Papiſts by this Definition are the national Church [ They are a Su-' 


ciety of Chriſtian People, which in this Nation areunited under the ſame Profeſſi- 
on of Faith, the ſame Laws of Government, and Rwles of Divine Worſhip | vizs 
Papal. It you ſay, They are not all the Nation. I anſwer, 1. nor doth your De- 
finition require it. 2. Toz are not all. - 

If you ſay that they are not the major part, I anſwer, 1. Whether you 
are I know not, 2. In Ireland they are, and ſo are there the National Church 
by your Definition. 

If you ſay that you mean the Laws of Lawful Governours. I anſwer, 
T. The Papiſis take the Pope for their lawful Governour : 2. If a Uſurper get 
Poſſeſſion ( as K. Stephen and many others, ) is the National Church then 
dead or null ? 3. There is no mention of lawful in your Definitions. 

»'$- But though you will not tell us whether you mean Divine or Humane 
Laws 


\3) 
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L:ws and Rules,yet T may confidently conjecture that it is Humane you mean : 
for elſe, 1.IT am of the ſame National Church that you are 3 yea if I prove 
that Tam more conformable to God's Laws than you, and ſuch as you, I ſhall 
prove thatit will be a harder queſtion whether you are of the Church of Eng. 
than whether Fam.. 2. And you might know that ſuch a Church we no more 
deny than you do (at leaſt ) 3. But then it can be but ſincere (not perfet) 
Obedicnce to God's Laws and Rules, which mult prove one to be of this 
Church 3 or elſe no Man is of it. And then you muit ſhew us whether a 
miſtake in as ſmall a matter as Meat and Drink, or a Ceremony, or Litur- 
ick Form, or Dioccſan order, do cut one off from that Church. If yea, 
than how much more would ſuch Conformity to ſin do it * which we fear. 

But ſuppoſing that you mean Humane Laws. 5. Why may not Divine 
Laws make a Church? If humane Laws were neceſſary ad bene eſſe, the 
Chriſtians that I have read and converſt with,think that they are not neceſſary 
to the Being of a Church in ſenſu famoſiore; why then ſhould they be in 
the Definition, and. only they ? | 

6, But the difficulty recurreth as to Himane Laws, which of them are 
neceſſary to the Being: of the Church : For your Detinition diſtinguiſheth not :: 
The King hath great and excellent Laws which we all conform to: Doth 
not our Conformity to- theſe ſeem to prove us of the National. Church, 
though we conform not to your Formalities and Oaths and Ceremonies? Im- 
perfe& Obedience ſerveth to continue men Subjects to the King: It is not 
everyDrunkene(s,or Oath,orFornication,much leſs the miſs of a Complement: 
or Ceremony,that makes a Man a Rebel or an Outlaw: Why then ſhould the: 
refuſal of a Prelates Subſcription or Formality unchurch a ſound and ho- 
neſt Chriſtian ? 

7. And if the humane Laws and Rules which you mention ( what ever 
you mean by them) be ſubordinate to God's Laws,and ſo be honeſt,good and: 
obligatory, why ſhould they cut off thoſe from. the Church which Chriſt's 
Lows cut not off3-yea,which Chriſt receiveth and commandeth us to receive? 
Receive him, for God receiveth him : and, receive him as Chriſt receiveth us, 
(notwithſtanding our Infirmities ) were good reaſonings-in- St. Paul's Judg- 
ment, which I prefer before any Biſhops that I kaow.. 

8. Anda Man of leſs Acquaintance or Wit than you,cannot be ignorant, 
what abundance of Differences there are among your ſelves.. I have named 
you no {mall number in my 2d. Plea : ſome of you are hot againſt that which: 
is called Arminianiſm, and ſome hot for it :. ſome are for Biſhops and 
Presbyters being of one Order, and ſome of divers :. all are not of the 
mind of the Biſhop of Hereford that wrote Naked Truth :. ſome (even Biſhops) 
think that the damnatory part of Athanafim*s Creed is: not approved: by 
Conformity ; others, think.that it.is all to be approved:; A — ſach: 
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diffcrences there are among your ſelves: And why ſhould not this as much 
unchurch ſome of you, if it be | being under the ſame Laws ] that maketh 
you one Church, as the forbcaring of a Declaration of Aﬀent and Conſent, 
or of a Surplice, &*c. 

9. Eſpecially tcll us, whether the Conformiſt's difference about the Con- 
flitutive Regent Part of the Church of England, ſome being tor one ſpecies, and 
ſome f.r another, do not plainly make them to be of to dijtind Churches of 
Ergland,and further diffcrent from each other than we are from any part. We 
juiily ſay the Papilts, who are for to ſpecies of Soveraigns, ſome for the 
Pope, ard ſome tor a general Council, are plainly of two Churches: for the 
repent part is eſſential. And Iam ſure that one part of the moſt Eminent 
11{puters for the Church of England and Conformity, ſay that the King is 
the Extrancous Civil Governour, but the Biſhops are the Conſtitutive Eſſential 
Titernal Governonurs of the Church as a Church 3 and that if the Biſhops 
command the uſe of one Tranſlation, Verſion, Metre, Liturgie, and the King 
another,we are to obcy the Biſhops,and not the King: And that the cfhcient 
cauſe of a National Church, is the Biſhops Agreement among themſelyes 
to aſſociate into ſuch a Church. And others ſay, that it is the King and 
his Laws, that are the cfficient of ſuch a Church, and are to be obeyed in 
mattcr of the Ciricumltances of Worſhip, &c. before the Biſhops. Can you 
prove that this difference between the Conformilſts, about the very Conſti- 
tutive Regent Power, is not greater than Mens differences about a Cere- 
mony or Form ? and doth not more to make them to be of two Churches? 

10, If all this confuſed ſtir be but about a Chriſtian Kingdom, be it known 
to you that we take ſuch to be of Divine Command: And it you know it not, 
or diſſemble it, after I have ſaid ſo rauch of it, in the firſt Plea, and elle- 
where, I.cannot help that, viz, if you will talk publickly againſt what you 
know, or know not when told, becauſe you will not know. But I have 
there largely told you, what the Power of Princes about Church matters: is, 
which if you will rcad, T will not repeat. 

11. Your Words | Laws and Rules | would induce one to think that 
you joyned.the King's Laws and the Biſhop's Canons together in your mean- 
ing, as the bond of Unity. If fo, is it two forts of Governours, ( by the 
Sword, and by the Word, Magiſtrates and Paſtors.) which you take for 
the conſiiturive regent ,parts cf the Church? If fo, then either in Coordi- 
nation and Coalition, or in Subordination. The firſt cannot be, that the 
two Species in Coalition . ſhould make one Head, unleſs both were 
in the King as Perſona Mixta, both Lay and Clergie, as ſome affirm him to 
be like Melchizedeck: But this both King and Clergy diſown. Nor can the 
ſecond be, becauſe a ſubordinate Power is not eſſential to the whole body 
politick, but only.the ſupream. And the Magiltzacy and Miniſiry are coordinate 
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Species, both depending immediately on God, and Subordinate 
Mutually only Secundum quid : Nor is the Legiſlative Power in 
England any other than one, which is in the King and Parl;- 
ament conjunct. The Biſhops Canons are not Laws Ejuſdem 
Species; till the King and Parliament make them ſuch. If this 
be your Judgment, there are I think but few Conformiſts of 
your mind. | 

12, I muſt ConjeQture therefore by your words, That the 
Laws and Rules which you define the Church by, are the Laws 
of the King and Parliament ; and that it is the Civil Chriſtian Sove- 
reign that you take for the Conſtitutive Head of that National 
Church which you plead for; or elſe I know not what to Con- 
zeture. And if this be your Meaning, I add. to what is faid : 
1. Eraſtians have hitherto been diſtaſited by the B:ſhops, and I 
doubt they will by this take you for ſomewhat worſe. 

2. What doth your National Church differ from a Chriſtian 
Kingdom, which we deny not ? 

3. Do you think there is no other Species of a Church, be- 
roo: a which is Conſtituted by the Chriſtian Magiſtrate as 
Head? | 

2, All*the Chriſtian World, as far as I can learn by Hiſtory 
(no conſiderable part excepted) have been in all Apes, and to 
this Day are of another mind. And who then is the great 
Nonconformiſt and Separatiſt, You or I; if this be your mind ? 
2. The Magiſtracy, and Paſtoral Office are of different Spe- 
cies: Therefore the Churches Conſtituted by their Regency 
are of different Species. 

3. Conſtantines words have hitherto been commonly received, 
That He {and ſo Chriſtian Kings) was Biſhop without the 
Church, and the proper Z:ſhop within : that is, That he was the 
Governour of the Chyxch, by the Sword, as the King is of 
all Scholars, Phyfitians, Families, &c. but not the Governour 
by the Word and Keys; as the King is not a School-Maſter, 
Phyſitian, or the formal Specifying Governour of School, Col 
ledge, Family, as ſuch. Biſhop Bslſor, of Subjeftion, moſt clear- 
ly openeth the difference, and I think Chriſtians commonly a- 
Sree to it; between the Office of Governing by the Sword, 
and by the Word; even about the Church ir. ſelf. - 

4. Chriſt ſettled immediately the Paſtoral Office, and did not 
leave it to Princes to make it: And He ſettled Churches under 
the Paſtors, when there were no Chriſtian Princes; And when 
the Emperours became Chriſtians, they never took themſelves 
to be the intrinfick Conſtitutive mY of the C— 
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Accidental Heads, as is aforeſaid. And all the Councils, and 
their Canons fully ſhew, that the Bzj-ops were ſtill of this mind. 
And our greateſt Defenders of the Power of Princes, Biſon, 
Andrews, Buckeridge, Spalatenſis, &c, were of the ſame mind, 
and aſcribe to them no more. - 

5. Elſe Heathen, and Infidel Princes might be Eſſential to 
the Church in the Goſpel-Notion: For they are the Gover- 
nours of it by the Sword, and may poſſibly by the Counſcl 
of Chriſtians, make them 'as good Laws as many Chriſtian 
Princes do, Fulian made no great Change of the Churct- 
Laws, | 

But I Labour in vain, in proving that there is.a Sacerdotal 
or Clergy-Church-Form or Specres z. for Þ ſuppoſe you cannot 
deny it; and if you do, few others will, I ſuppoſe. it is on- 
ly the National Form, which you-"take to be Conſtituted by a 
Lay-Hcad, But few Chriſtians will deny, That the Sacerdotal 
or Clergy-Form of a particular Church, is of Divine Inſtitu-. 
tion; and that Men have not power to deſtroy that Form; or 
change the Office there, Inſtituted by the Zoly Ghoſt, Though 
the Forms of Afſciated Churches, Dioceſan, Metropolitan, Pro- 
wincial, Patriarcha!, are judged by very many, to be of Hu- 
mane Invention: And what Man may make, Man on good 
Reaſon may unmake or alter. But 'if you Grant us the Di-- 
vine Form before mentioned ; I ſhall Grant you that a Nario-. 
nal Church is*alſo of Divine Command; if you mean but a 
Chriſtian Kingdom. But when one Form is. Denominated from 
the Paſtoral Office related to the Flock, and the other from the. 
Hlagiſtrates Office: What hath a Man that can underſtand the 
State of the Controverſy, to do here; but to ſhew what is 
the Paſtoral Office towards the Church, and what is. the Magi- 
fates? For ſure they are not the ſame. And yet becauſe that: 
it -is the Paſtoral Form, which the word [Chxrch] denoteth in 
the ſtrict and uſdal Chriſtian Senſe; Our Sovereignes in Eng- 
land, to avoid: the Papiſfs Exceptions, have forſaken the Title 
of [Head of the ChurchJleſt they ſhould ſeem to claim a Con- 
ſtitutive Headſhip of a- Church ſtrictly taken, and uſe only the 
Term ['Governour,} Even as Chriſt is ſaid by St. Payl, Eph. 1, 
_ Head over all things, To the Church [Over- and To] much 
iffer. 

And I yet ſee not why on the ſame Reaſon thit we call a 
Chriſtian Kingdom, or Republick a Natwnal Chuich; we may 
not al ocal} Londen, York, &c. a City- Church, as Headed by 
the ayer, as the Chriſtian Migiſtrate, and ſo talk of Provin- 
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cial, Conſular, and Protonſular Churches, Monarchical, Ariſto- 
cratical, Democratical Churches; and make all the Controyer- 
fies [which Church-Form {is beſt] as Politicks do what Form 
of a Common-Wealth is beſt. | 

And thus they that chide the Irdependenrs for making the 
People Governours of their little Congregations ( which I think 
yet moſt of them diſclaim) do this way quite exceed them 
in Popularity, and in Demecratics will make the People Go- 
vernours of all the Chxrches, even National including the par- 
ticulars. For I ſuppoſe they will not ſay, that Democrarical, 
. Civil Government is unlawful. 

And whereas Cyprian faith: Vi Epiſcopus, ibi Eccleſia ;* you 
will fay, Where the Mayor or Bayliffe is, there is the Church, 
But I trow the Biſhop of London believeth that there is another 
ſort of Londor-Church-Form, beſides my Lord - 1ayors Re- 
lation ito them. But what abundance of Church-Forms, Su- 
pream and Subordinate may diverſity of Magiſtracy make ? 

S. 29. Sermon p. 19. ['/ ds not intend to ſpeak of the Terms 
| upon which Perſons are to be admitted among us to the Exerciſe 
'of the funttion of the Miniſtry ; but of the Terms of Lay-Com- 
munion, #. e. thoſe which are neceſſary for Perſons to joyn in our 
Prayers and Sacraments, and other Offices of Divine Wor- 


zD, ' 
ts, 1. But your work would have been done more ef- _ 
feftually if you had begun at the part which you intend not 
to ſpeak of: 1 ſuppoſe it is not for want of Charity, nor Con- 
cern, that you intend it not; and therefore, ſuppoſe that ſome- 
"body elſe will do it at laſt. I have heard of ſome above your 
order, that could better ſpare the Nonconforming Miniſters than 
the People, and ſaid plainly, that they increaſed the Impoſiti- 
ons, becauſe they could do. better without us, than with us: 
And ſome have ſaid, If this will not caſt them out, more ſhall 
do it. [I take it for granted, that this pretermitted part of your 
Work, is indeed, the All that: you have to do, in the Works 
of Accuſing, and AﬀiCcting the Nonconformiſts; and till this be 
done, the reſt of your Accuſations will confute themſelves ; 
and I doubt not but it will be attempted and if it be truly, 
' and ſatisfactory, I will give you thanks. | 

2, Your Term of [ Lay-Communion] remembreth me, that if 
(as you ſeem) you Eſſentiate your Church of England by a 
Lay-Ruler, and his Laws, viz. the King, and the Laws made 
by him for Religious Government ; the People that you accuſe 
are no Separatiſts,” though they m_—_ from the DP $ 
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becauſe they hold this Zay-Communion ; that is, though they 
are not perfectly Obedient, they are Subjets of the Lay-Go- 
vernour, and ſo Members of the Kingdom, which is the Vats- 
onal-Church, | 

3. And as to your Lay-Communion here ſpoken of, So far as 
it is Lawful, where you have Preach'd. or Written for it once, 
I think, 1 have done it many times : I ſhall be far from Con- 
tradicting you in that. 

S. 30. Sermon p. 20, ['/ will not ſay, there hath been a great 
deal of Art uſed to confound theſe twa (and it 3s eaſy to dife 
cern to "what purpoſe it 15.) 

Anſw. 1. I have not Art enough well to reconcile your Ve- 

ative, and your Parentheſis, which intimateth an Affirmation: 

if you will not ſay ſuch Art was »ſed; how can you intimate 

; [ro what purpoſe it's uſed.) Can you tell fo ealily why it was 

\. aone, and not tell that indeed it was done at all? But perhaps 

you car: tell, though you will not, I would fain know why : 

No Man that Reads your Words, can well believe that it is 
through the redundancy of your kindneſs, TY: Ss | 

2, Forgive this Truth: Of all Men that have Written a- 
gainſt Nonconformity, I remember few that may, worſe than 
you ſpeak againſt CONFOUNDING; as [ ſhall further 

rove. 
e 30. If I be one of thoſe that you ſpeak of, Confounding is not 
the greateſt fault of your words; whiile it is viſible that 'in:my 
firſt Plea I diſtinfily enumerated the Cafe of the Nonconfor- 
mity of the Laity and the Clergy. And I fpake by conſent for ma- 
ny of my acquaintance. And.l am likeſt to be meant by you, be- 
cauſe divers others, that go farther from you, take Lay-conformity 
to beunlawful, and largely give their reaſons for it. How then did 
you expect to be believed when our Books are in ſo many hands? 
| -4. None are fitter Judges of Arts, than the moſt exerciſed Arti- 
| ficers : If you are. skill'd and exerciſed'in fuch 4rrs your ſelf, you 
may the eaſiler diſcerne both the Art and purpoſe. And yet 
we are ſo neer our felves that I cannot eafily believe that you 
. know my Arts or purpoſes ſo well as Ido my \:1f. 

S$ 31, Serm. [* 7 dare joy the People*s not underſtanding the 
* difference of theſe two Caſes, hath been a great occaſion of the preſent 
© {eparation. 

_ Anaſ. No doubt but there is a great difference between the Mi- 
niters Caſe of Conformity, and the Peoples, which makes ſome 
of them think much worſe of a Conforming Miniſter, than of a 
Gonforming Lay-man ; which ſheweth that the difference io got 
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wholly unknown to them. But-I think I have done more to - 
acquaint them with the cifference, than you or any of your tribe _ 
have done. | 

S$ 32. Serm, ['* For in the Fudgment of the moſt impartial men 
© of the Diſſenters at this aay, though they think the Caſe of the Mini- 
ofers very hard on the account of Subſcriptions and Declarations. 
© required of them, yet they confeſs, very little is tobe ſaid on the 
* behalf of the People, from whom none of thoſe things are required. 

Anſ, 1. This is but ſuch Confuſion as conſtituteth this Sermon. 
We think that nothing of truth can be ſaid for any of the People's - 
errors; no more than for the [very hard] and finful cafe of our 
ſelves if we ſhould Conform : If any go one. ſtep:too far: from 
you, they are unjuſtifiable therein : But we have ſhewed thoſe 
that will ſee, that much may be ſaid on the People's behalf for 
much of their Nonconformity, and alſo for ſuch afſembling as you - 
call ſeparation, . 

2. And ſurely if you had the due ſenſe of your Brethrens Caſe, 
of your Own Caſe, and of the Kingdoms Caſe, you would perceive - 
how neceſſary the forbearing of the impoſition of thoſe very hard 
things is to the healing of that which doth offend you; and to grea- - | 
ter ends than that. 

S 33. Serm, ['So that the People are condemned in their ſeparats- 
on by their own teachers; But how they can preach lawfully to a + 
People who commit a fault in hearing them, 1 do not underſtand, 

Arſe. 1, The People that are guilty of any ſinful ſeparation are 
reproved by us; but not thoſe that ſeparate no further than is - 

their duty, In my firſt P/eal deſcribed no leſs than 30 Caſes in - 
which ſeparation is a ſin 3 and neer-4oIn{tances in which ſome ſe- 
paration is a duty or no fin: Ardof all this you here:takenono- - 
tice, and toſs rhe bare confounding name of Separation, as if the 
Sound ought to affright men from all that you are againſt ; ſure you 
could never think that we had Brains or Conſciences, if fuch dea- 
ling ſhould paſs for ſatisfactory with us: Can any man tell by 
this bare Name, or any thing in your'Book, what that Separation 
is which you condemn. The word Zerzfie witha Papiſt, and the 
word [Separation] and ['Schiſm] with ſome Conforwiſts, ſeem - 
to be terms of Art: But what Art is it ? Sureit is not the Carte- 
fian nor the Epicurean Philoſophy, which layeth ſo much on - 
Atomes and Motion ; | cannot Imazine what Contexture of A- 
tomes ſhould cauſe the Sound of the word [7 Separation ] or 
[Schiſm] to moke ſuch amotion as ſhould drive men out of their 
Religion and Wits. I am not ſo happy as to be an Academicaf 
Graduate; but I have long ago read Zzlins and many - his 
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Commentators; 'and I find no Philoſophy more likely, to lay 
. much on the Power of words; except that which we call Magick 
or Charming, For my part, I was born with a diſeaſe (if ic be 
ſuch) that hateth Confuſion and Deceit, and inclineth me to bring 
things into light, and to diſcern between things that differ, And if 
you Doors have learned the Art of Reduceing a Syllog:ſm into 
a Simple terme or Name, it is Quite above my kind of Learning : I 
ſuppoſe it is ſuch a Logical contracted Syilogiſm that you intend ; 
But as ſhort writing called Charatters, though expeditious, ishard 
to be read by others; ſo your contracted Syllogiſm, in the name 
[Separation] and [[Schiſm] will be more uſeful to you and yours, 
than to ſtrangers that never ſaw your heart. If V/efulne/5 and 
Uſedveſs, even by ſome of the Reverend, may afford us a Pro- 
gnoſtick, I may conjecture that even Lying .(and other neceſſary 
.arts) are aſcending in hope to be placed among the Cardinal vir- 
tues, and thoſe that ſcruple it, may be numbered with Schiſma- 
ticks, Separatiits and Rogues, 

$ -34. If I would here again tell you what Separation I take to 
be lawful, and what unlawtul, and deſire you to define that which 
you accuſe me af, | may expe that in your Reply you will difſſem- 
ble it ; But I will trie you with a few inſtances ot one ſort,and-de- 
fire you to tell me which it is that you mean. 

I. Do you think that he is a Separatift that meeteth not in the 
ſame Pariſh.Church withyou? No ſure : For then you are one to 
-others, and other Pariſhes ſuch to you. 

IL Is he a Separatift that liveth in your Pariſh, and ordinarily 
meeteth notin your Temple,but another allowed place ? If ſo, the 
Biſhop of El; is a Separatiſt in your Pariſh, that keepeth a 
Meeting in his Chappel when you preach. If not ſo, when we 
had the Kings Licenſe at leaſt, the p/ace made Us not Separatiſlts, 

{[I.Is every one a Separatiſt that differeth from you in Doctrine, 
in publick Preaching ? If ſo, are you not Separatiſts one from ano- 
ther, when one Preacheth for that wich is called, Abſolute EleQti- 
On, Reprobation, Univerſal Redemption, Free-will, Falling from 
juſtification, the morality of the Sabbath, &c. and others againſt 
theſe? If not; Is not difference in ſuch Dodrines as great a diffe- 
rence, as ufing and not uſeing ſome of your Liturgick Forms and 
Ceremonies ? 

IV. Are all different modes of Worſhip enough tomake our Par- 
ty Separatiſts? Then the French and Dutch Churches are Separa- 
tilts, and either the Cathedrals or the Pariſh-Churches, as to their 
Veſtments, Organs; Chore, mode of Singing, &c. And the al- 
lowed private Baptiſmes and Communion with the ſick, are Se- 
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V. Doth every diſobedience to the King, and Laws,and Canons 
in matters of Religion, Government and Worſhip, make men Se- 
paratilts? If ſo, then when ever a Conformiſt diſobediently ſhort- 
eneth his Common-Prayer, or leaveth off his Surplice, or giveth 
the Sacrament to one that kneeleth not, or receiveth one of ano- 
ther Pariſh to Communion, &-c. he is a ſeparatiſt, Yea no man- 
then is not a Separatiſt ſometimes. 

VI, If the Dioceſane be the loweſt political Church,and a Pariſh 
but apart of a Church, as they hold that take a Biſhop to be a. 
Conſtitutive part; how is he ſaid to ſeparate fron the Church 
that owneth his Dioceſane and the Dioceſs, what ever place in 
that Dioceſs he meet in, ſeeing he ſeparateth not from the Ring- 
dom that ſtayeth in it and owneth th2 King, though in ſome ats 
he diſobey ?: Nor doth every Boy that is faulty ſeparate from the 
Scho9l. 

Vil, Is he a greater Separatiſt that confeſſcth you to be a true 
Church, and your communion lawful, but preferreth another as 
fitter for him ; or he that denieth Communion with true worſhip-- 
ing aſſemblies as unlawful to be Communicated with,when it is not 
ſo. If the former, then Condemning you as no Church is a di- 
minution or no aggravation of ſeparation, and the Local przſence- 
of an Infidel or a Scorner would be a leſs ſeparate ftate, than the 
abſence of your friends. If the latter (which js certain) then if 
I. can prove the Aſſemblies lawful which you condemne, you are 
the true Separatiits that condemn them, and deny Communicm 
with them, and declare ſuch Communion to be unlawful. 1] 
Communicate with your Aſſemblies, and you utterly ſhun, refuſe 
and condemn Communion with ours; which then js the Separa- 
tiſt, if I prove ours to be as good as yours ? 

VIII. Many Engliſh Doctors ſay, Kome is a true Church, as a 
Knave or Thief isa true m2n, and we ſeparated not from Tt, but: 
they caſt Us out for doing'our duty.and not finning as they do.1 ſay- 
not as they (for as the Pope claimeth the Headſhip of the Church 
Univerſally, that form of Policy is not of God, and we ſeparate: 
from that eſſencial form of their pretended Church :)But ad hom-- 
nem if the Dioceſine alſo be a true Church, and we cat out- 
of it for not finning, are We ſeparatiſts, or are 6ur EjeQurs 


ſuch? 


IX, I have ſhewed you that the Canon: Excommunicate ipſo 
fatto all that iay the impo'ed Conformity is unlawful. If this be 
vnju't, 15 it Separation to be ſo Exzommuincated ? and who is the. 
Schiſmatick here? And what ſhall be tk:ught of ſuch Church-men 
aswili firit zpfſo facto Excommunicate us for our duty, and then. as 

you-: 
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you do,call us Separatiſts. Would you have Excommunicate Men, 
Communicate with you? I (and many) do ſo, becauſe you ſhall 
be the Executioners of your own ſentence, and not I: But with 
what face can men caſt Men out by Canon zp/o fatto,and then revile 
them for not coming in. You can mean no other in common ſenſe, 
but that we are Schiſmaticks or ſeparatiſts becauſe we are not of 
the Conformilt's judgment : And that is not in our power : And 
you differ more in judgment in greater matters from each other ; 
and yet call it not Schiſme or Separation. Yea you differ about the 
very eſſential form of your National Church, one part taking 
itto be the Kings ſupemacy, and another to be the Biſhops or 
Clergy's Power : And therefore you cannot be truly of one Na- 
- tional Church, that are notfor one eſſential Form, | 

X, If men be wrongfuly Excommunicate, are they thereby 
abſolved from all publick Worſhipping of God ? or do they lofe 
their Right to all Church-Communion ? I have elſe where cited 
you Canons enow that ſay the contrary, and that Clave Errante 
the excommunication hurteth none: but che Excommunicator : 
And 1 have Cited Biſhop Tailors Full Conſent, Muſt we not 
then Meet and Worſhip as we can, when you wrongfully Excom- 
municate us ? 

XI. Are not the Laity, by your Canon, forbidden to Re- 
. ceive the Sacrament in another Pariſh? or, any other to re- 
ceive them, if they dare not Receive it from a Non-Preaching 
Miniſter at Home? And if the People judge, . that he that is 
unable or unwilling to Preach, or that is a Heretick, or that liveth 
in ſuch heinous Sins, or Preacheth Malignantly, as to do more 
Harm than Good, may not lawfully be owned by them for 
ChriſPs Miniſters, nor their Souls be Committed to their Paſto- 
ral Truſt; Muſt they therefore be without a Paſtors Care, or 
all Publick Worſhip and Communion, and be Condemned for 
' being Wronged ? | 

X1I. Wereall thoſe Councils Separatsſts, that Decreed, That 
none ſhall hear Maſs from a Fornicating Prieſt? And, Were 
the Canons called the Apoſtles, and the Greek:Church that u- 
Ted them, for Separation, that ſaid, [ Epiſcopus ignorantia aut 
analo- aniro oppletus, non eſt Epiſcopus, ſed falſus Epiſcopus, non 
a Deo, ſed ab hominibus promotus? ] Was Guildas a Separatilt 
:that told the Br:itrrsſh Wicked Prieſts, That they were not Chr:/?'s 


Miniſters, but Traitours? and that he was not Eximiuns Chri- 


ſtianus, that would call them Prieſts, or Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
Were Cyprian, and all the Carthage - Conncil, Separatiſts, that 
| wrote 
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wrote rhe Epiſtle about Aſartial and Baſitidss, which I Tranſla- 
ted; and told the People, It was their Duty to Separate from 
Peccatore Prepoſito, a Scandalous Prelate? and that the Chief 
Power was in them, to Ghooſe the Worthy, or Refuſe the Un- 
worthy? and that they were guilty of Sin, if they joined with 
ſuch Sinners? Who made Yox a more Reverend and Credible 
Judge of Separation, than Cyprian, and this Council ? At leaft, 
Who will think, that you may Judge them Separatiſts, or guilty 
of Schiſm ? | 

XIII, Are not'the Laity, by your Canon, to be denied the 
Sacrament, if they be not willing of your Epiſcopal Confirmati- 
on? And when Impoſition of Hands is made the S:gne, by which 
Confirming or Aſſuring Grace is conveyed, and ſome Biſhops aſ- 
ſigne no leſs to it; they fear, leſt it be made a Sacramene, Be 
their Doubts juſt or not, they cannot overcome them. And, 
Muſt they therefore Live without Sacrammenral Communion ? B 
what Law? ED 

XIV. Are not the Zeity, that dare not Receive the Sacra- 

ment Kneeling, for the Reaſons elſe-where mentioned, to be 
denied the Sacrament by your Rule ? And though herein they 
fearSin more than they have cauſe, Muſt they that cannot Change 
their own Judgments, live all their Dayes without the Sacrament 2 
When as General Councils Decreed, That none ſhould adore 
Kneeling on any Lord's Day, and the Church for a Thouſand 
Years, practiſed accordingly ; Are all Separatiſts, that dare not 
do that in ſuch an Inſtance, which they judge to be flat Sin; 
nor yet dare caſt off Sacramental Communion ? 
XV. When the Lazy cannot have their Children Baptized, 
without ſuch Uſe of the Tranſient Dedicating Image of the 
Croſs, and ſuch Uſe of Entitling and Covenanting God-Fathers ; 
which, on the Reaſons largely given by me, they take to be 
no ſmall Sin; Is it Separation to join with Paſtors, that will 
otherwiſe Baptize them? Are they bound to fin againſt their 
Conſciences, or to leave their Children Unbaptizcd ? or, Pre- 
fer ſuch Paſtors as Refuſe them ? 

XVI. Is it Separation for Men to refuſe Paſtors that are 
Uſurpers, and have no true Power over them.? Sure it isnot 
to Refuſe an Uſurper of the Kingly Power ; and, Why then of 
the Church-Power ? Which of the Biſhops thought it any Sin, 
in the Dayes of Uſurpation, to forſake' their Pariſh-Churches.? 
And in my Abridgment of Church-Hiſtory, I have cited many 
Canons, which prove it the Common Judgment of the Church 


for One Thouſand Years, or near; That he was no Biſhop, 
G that 
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that was-not' Choſen-by the Clergy, :and the People; . or came 
in without the Peoples Conſent. And if you will Rcad a late 
Treatiſe of Father Paul Servita of Venice, (a very Venerable 
Author) you will fee this at large Confirmed, And, if this be 
true; Is it Schiſm to take ſuch for none of -our- Paſtors ? And 
Patrons chooſe Paltors for the Peoples Souls, who tbo often 
care not for their own: Yea, though they believe not that 
Man hath an Immortal Soul, their Power of Electing thoſe 
that Men muſt take for the Guides of their Souls, is never- 
the leſs for their Infidelity. What Law of God bindeth all Men 
to ſtand to their. Choice ? How many Hundred Congregations 
have Incumbents; whom the People never Conſented to; but 
take them for their Hinderers and Burden, | 

X VII. Diſpoſitio materiz neceſſaria eſt ad Receptionem forme : 
701 ex quovis ligno fit Mercurins, If a Perſon be uncapable of 
the Miniſterial Office, it is no- Sin to Judge him no Miniſter, 
Thoſe are Uncapable, 1. Who have not tolerable Mmiſterial 
Knowledge and Utterance. 2. Who are Herericks, 3. Who ma- 
lignantly Oppoſe ſerious Religion as Hypocriſie, or a needleſs 
Thing, 4 Who, by their wicked Lives, do more Hurt than 
they do Good, From fuch, St. Paul bids Men Turn away; 


that have a Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Power. Is.it - 


Schiſm, to Obey Tuch Commands? And how. great a Number 
of ſuch Caſes there are, I need not tell the People,» ;,  - 

XVIII. 1 amloth todiſpleaſe you; 'and | write not to Ac- 
cuſe You, or other Conformiſts, But as ' Pant was conſtreined 
by Accuſers, to ſpeak ſharply of them, and like a Fool (though 
not fooliſhly ) of himſelf: So you confirein us 'to ſay that in 
our own Defence, whicht will 'Ex3fperate you ; and, I 'donbt, 
you cannot eaſily: bear, ' And God'Taitlp Thou ſhalr not Fate 
thy Brother in thy- Heart © Thou ſhalt in any wiſe Revuke thy 
Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upen him, - | have told you only, 
how many and heinous the Sins are, which we fear we ſhould 
be Guilty of ſhould- we Conform. - The Thirty Agpravations, 
named Sc&. 16, are Tremendous. We hive yet heard ſrom 
none of you, any thing which ſhould excuſe us from ſuch 
. Guile, if we did Conform. And if 'the People think, (though 
they ſhould miſtake) that all the Corformifts are Guilty of the 
like, Can you wonder, that they Prefer leſs Guilty Paſtors, to 
truſt the Conduc}- of their Souls with; when Ac. 13. they 
are commanded to be Followers of their Guides? If they: 
miltake, ['z Cor. 5. With ſuch not to Eat, ] and, [From ſuch turn 
away] is it Intoterable ? 


But 
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But bear with needful Truth, as to your ſelf. You here would 
diſwade the Noncorformiſts from their Publick Miniſtry, and 
plead it to be their Sin: By this. you, own- the Silencing and 
Alienation of about Two: Thouſandſuch Miniſters, .tili they Con- 
form. . I ask't you formerly, is it nat Sacrilege, to Alienate 
(unjuſtly) Devoted, Conſecrated Perſons, and worſe than to A- 
lienate Lands or Monies?. And, Is it not 'a Hindering of Ged's 
Word ? for which the Zlturgy diſſwadeth Men from the Sacra- 
ment, leſt the Devil enter into them. | only ſay, If Men be Guil- 
ty of ithis,, (which Yox. think; the Nonconformſts are, by not 
Confotming z . and They think, Others-are,) If you had Robbed 
Thouſand Churches of the Communion-Plate, or the Glebe-Land, 
or Conſented to the Doing of it: Were it Separation and Schiſm 
for your Pariſh to. prefer another Paſtor of th:ir own Choice ? 
And when you publiſh your Conſent to the Aljenating or iSi- 
lencing about Two Thoyſand ſuch Miniſters, if Men ' think that 
you do much worſe than a- Thoxſand Church-Robbess, though 
they ſhould miſtake, Is not their Truſting- another Paſtor with 
the Conduct of their Souls, a tolerable Thing? Dear- Brother, 
Try to take off the Byaſs. of your Judgment, and bear with 
neceſſary Truth, though rough. . Though your: Logicat. Faculty 
run lamentably Low in this your Accuſing Sexmoz, I impute.- it. 
to the Badnefs of your Cauſe. Undoubtedly, you have Learn» 
ing enough, to know that you muſt Die; and, That after Death, 
Fudgment mult be expected; and that the Time is ſhort; and 
the Faſhion of- theſe deceiving Worldly Things, doth -paſs a- 
way, And, Can you think, that your Approbation and Endea- 
vours to Silence ſo many ſuch Miniſters while your own, Experi-, 
ence mighttel| you, That ever. You do need much Help in'fuch 
a Charge as you undertake, will be the Matter of a Comfortable 
Account ?If you think ſo, I mult ſay, That a little ſober, impar-: 
tial, believing Conſideration, will make a Man Wiſer, '-than 
the Reading of many Books: with an unhumbled, biafſed Mind. 
The Day is coming, when you. will ſee, that 'yYou were-in a 
better, ſafer way, when with peaceable Dr. TiUotfon, you! ſeem- 


ed to Conſent to the Plat-form of an Aqt for our Concord and 


Reſtoration; which made me tell many Parliament-Men, [ Re- 
fer our Cauſe to the Ceuncel of Dr, Tillotſon, and Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, and we ſhall preſently be Healed } But, What is Man? 
And, What need have we to pray, Lead us not into Tempta- 
tion ? 4.5 Yo 

XIX. If Men know the need of the full Uſe of the Pa- 


ſtoral-Office for their Souls, and cannot ſpare it, and. yet live 
G 2 where 
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where they cannot Enjoy one Half or Quarter of it; Is it 
Schiſm for them to ſeck to Enjoy the reſt? Dr. Hammond, in 
his Annotations, oft tells us, That the Office of a Biſhop, was, 
To Preach, To Dirett Mens Conſciences, To Viſit and Pray with 
the Sick, To take Care of all the Poor, and the Moneys gathe. 
red for them, Tobe their Guide in Publick Worſhip, To Exerciſe 
Chriſt's Diſcipline, Admoniſhing, Rejetting the Obſtinate, Reſto- 
ring the Penitent, Strengthening the Weak, Comforting the Af- 
fitted, Refolving the Doubtful, Convincing Gain = fayers, Qc, 
. Some of your moſt Peaceable Conformable Hearers tell me, 
[We have need of a Frequent Help, by the Company and Conn- 
cel of a Paſtor. | But we never ſee. him, but in the Pulpit. 
And if we ſhould all go to ſeek him in another Pariſly where 
he dwells, when ever we need a Paſtor's Councel, were he at 
Eeiſure and willing, he could noe have time to ſpeak to one 
of an Hundred; that might (at once) wait to ſpeak with him : 
So that, we have none of this neceſſary Paſtoral Help, when we 
greatly: need it. Yea, not the Sixth, or Tenth Part of the Pariſh 
can come to. Hear him-in the Church, And when We that 
molt defire it get in, it troubleth us to think, that we thereby 
keep: out- thoſe that leaſt defire.it, but moſt need it; who; 
knowing the Difficulty of getting Room, do ſtay at Home, and 
never ſcek it : So that, Five Parts of S:x of our Neighbours, 
uſe not to go to any Church at all, no more than Infidels. 
And if in pity we perſwade them to go-to any Nonconformiſt*s 
Mecting, they ſay the Clergy will Dann them as Schiſmaticks. 
The Queſtion now is, Whether Tex Thouſand, or Twenty Thou. 
ſand in a Pariſh, are bound to live without all Private Paſto- 
cal Help and Councel; yea, and to forbear all Publick Wor- 
ſhipping of God, and Hearing of his Word ? And, if they feek 
Relief of MNonconforming Miniſters, Publickly and Privately, 
Whether it be Sinful Separation? If Men can ſpare the Mini- 
ſfiry, Why are they Maintained? If they are needful for 
the Safety of Mens Souls, Muſt ſo many Thouſands hazard their 
Souls for want of needful Help, leſt they be called Separatifs ? 
if the Dean of St. Pauls be called the Parſon of the Pariſh, and 
Preach to others that can Hear him, Will that ſerve the Needs 
of all the reſt 7: 

X'X, In oſcovie, where a Chriſtian Prince, and the Laws 
forbid all Preaching, and- Publick Worſhip, ſave the Reading 
of Homilies and Liturgies; Is it Separation, and Sinful Schiſm, 
io Difobey this, and otherwiſe to Preach and Worſhip God ? 

XX1, Is it.Schiſm in France, and ſuch other. Countries, - 
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the- Proteſtante to Meet to Preach and Worſhip God, againſt the 
Wills of the King and Bzſhops? It's true, that great Sin is ne- - 
ceffatily thus avoided by them, which are not Impoſed upon us; 
But if it prove, that any Sin is made neceſſary to Communion; 
the Degree will not much vary the: Caſe, as to+ the Point: of 
Separation, 

X X11. In'divers Countries, | the Prince is of one Religion, 
or -Mode of Religion, and the Biſhops of another; The Que-s 
ſtion is,, Who -are- the Schiſmaticks, : the People that in theip - 
Aﬀemblies, and-Mode of Worſhip, do follow the Prince, or © 
they that follow the Biſhops ? Some great Writers for Confor«s 
mitytell.me, That if the- King Command one Liturgy, Tran- 
flation, Verſion, Ceremony, NC. and the Biſhop another, I muſt 
obey the B:jþop before the-King : Others ſay, I muſt Obey the 
King before the Brſhop, ( of which before.) Biſhop Goodman 
of .Gloceſter (a Papiſt)- complaineth of -the King, that would. 
not conſent that Clergy-Men ſhould be Chancellours : And | 
ſp+ak -with no- Biſhop, that diſowneth not Lay-Chancetlours 
Uſe of the Keys. The Hetverian Mapiſtrates are Eraftians, u- 
oainſt the Clergies Power of Excommunication : Many of the 
Paſtors are of the Contrary Judgment, The Duke of Brander- 
burgh is a Calviniſt:, His Biſhops -and Clergy are Lutherans. 
Which: Party are the Schiſmatick 71 

XX11I. Were all thoſe Separating :Schiſezarticks, who, from 
the Apoſtles Dayes, did Meet, Preach, and Worſhip God:again(t 
the Will and Laws of' Princes; ſometimes of Heathen: Princes; 
and ſometimes of Chriſtians; ( Conſtantine, Valens, Theodoſius the 
Second,: Anaſtaſius, Zeno, Tuſtinian, &c.) If ſo, moſt Chriſtian 
Biſhops have been: ſuch-Separatiſts, I have in my Firſt Plen, and. 
my: Ci urch-Hiftory, given Inſtances enough: 

XX1LV.' Is it Schiſrr, or Sinful Separarton, to Diſobey a Com- - 
mand about Religion, which, no Man hath true Authority to + 
Give? Authority is the Obj-tkaum Formale of Obedience ; and 
where there is no Authority, there is no Diſebedience, in a fors 
mal Senſe, 'or privative.. Moſt Pel:r:cks ſay, That Princes have 
no Authority againſt the Common Good: All Power of Prin: 
ces: and Paſtors is of Cod, and is for Edification, and not for- 
Deſtrution. God giveth no Power againit Himſelf, or his Laws, 
nor the Souls-of Men. If the King ſhould Command me to 
Marty a Wife,, whom I know to be intolerably unmeet for me; 
or to Feed my feif, and Family with Food, which 1 find to be 
againſt our Health; or to uſe a Phyſician, whoſe Ignorance or 
Negligence; or Untruſtineſs, would endanger. my. Life; Lam 


not* : 
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not bound to Obey him, both becauſe it is a Matter that is 
without the Verge of his Governing Authority, and becauſe 
it is againſt the End of Government. Rega! Power deſtroyeth 
not Family-Power,, nor Perſonal Intereſt and Sclf-Gavernmeat ; 
No Man hath Power to Deſtroy or Endanger the Souls. of 
Men, nor forbid them ſecking their own Edification and Salva- 
tion, I Repeat Biſhop Bilſon's Words, p. 2 3s. of Subjetion : 
[ Princes have no Right to Call or Confirm Preachers; but to Re- 
ceive ſuch as be Sent of God, and give them Liverty for their 
Preaching, and Security for their Perſons, And if Princes Re- 
fuſe ſo to do, God's Labourers muſt go forward with that which 
is Commanded them from Heaven: Not by Diſturving Princes 
from their Thrones, nor Invading their Realms, as your Father 
anh, aid difendeth he may do; but by mildly Submitting thems- 
ſelves to the Powers on Earth, and meekly Suffering for the De- 
fence of the Truth, what they ſhall 1nfiich, =— Pag. 399, The 
Eleftion of Biſhaps an t96ſe Dayes, belonged to the People, and 
2279t to the Prince: And thorgh by plain Force, he placed Lucius 
there ; yet might the People lawfully Rejeft him as no Biſhop, 
.and cleave to Peter, thiir Right Faſter, | On this, I further 
ask, 
XXV. If the Nonconforming People can prove, That (notwith- 
ſtanding the times of Civil Uſurpation, and Ziſhop: Removal) 
their Paſtors ad a Lawful Call and title to their Office over them, 


and they were truly obliged to them, 2s in that juſt Relation, 


Whether the Magiſtrates or Biſhops Acts, have made thoſe Re- 
lations, and Obligations Null? That the Temples and Tythes 
are in the Magiſtrates Power, we doubt not: But more than 
Biſhop Bz/ſor, even many Councils deny it of the Office, and 
Paſtoral Relation, Yea, the Univerſal Church was of the ſame 
mind, And if ſo, how prove you, e. g. that the Relation of 
the Ejeted London Miniſters, and their Flocks was Diſſolved, 
and that the Suceeders were true Paltors to the Non-conſenting 
Flocks ? 

' XXVI, That there are (Alas) Multitudes of Young, Raw, 
Injudicious, beſides Scandalous Prieſts, no Man can deny that 
knoweth England, and hath any Modelty, If then honeſt 
Pcople, that are not willing to be Damned, ſhall ſay : [We 
beſt know what is ſuitable to our Needs, and what Teachers pro- 
fit us, and what not, And we find that ſome are ſo Ignorant, 
that they are unmeet as Plowmen, to reſolve the moſt concerning 
Caſes of Conſcience , and their Converſation ſavoureth not of any 


ſerios belief of Chriſtianity, and the World to come, and they do 
but 
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bat Read @ few dry words, like School-Boyes ſaying a Weak, Ora- 
tion, withour Life or Seriouſneſs, and we can but little profit by 
them, ] How prove you that it is unlawful for ſuch to uſe more 
ſuitable helps, though Men forbid it? A Soul is precious : God 
Worketh by Means, and according to the ſuitableneſs of Means : 
1hat agreeth not. to ſome, which others can make ſhift with : 
Two or Three words from a Conformiſt, that ſaith: [God car 
Bleſs the weakeſt M:ans to you; or the Fault is in your ſelf ] 
will not ſerve inſtead of needful Helps. The King or Biſhop 
have not Authority to Tie a Sick Man to Eat that which he 
cannot Digeſt, or Hurteth him. Every Man is neerlieit con- 
cerned for his own -Soul, and mo{t Entruſted with it. Pariſh- 
Order it ſelf, js but a humane alterable Circumſtance, which 
I am not bound to obſerve at the hazard of my Edification and 
Salvation, 

XXVII. What if the Magiſtrate grant a Toleration of di- 
vers Modes of Worſhip, as the French, and Dutch Churches: 
are here Tolerated, 'and many in Holand, and in many other 
Countries? Are theſe ſeparating Schiſmaticks, that differ from 
each other? If ſo, it is not becauſe they diſobey the Magiſtrate ;. 
for he Tolerateth them all : If not, then meer diverſity of Modes 
of Worſhip maketh not Schiſmaricks, 

XWVIL. If it be no true Political Church (in the {trit ſenſe as 
an Organized Society, which hath not true Authorized Paſtors, 
and if any Pariſh have either V:capable Perſons, or ſuch as were 
never Conſented to by the Flocks, and ſo have no True Pa- 
ftor; and if. the Biſhovs hold, That Pariſhes are not Proper Po- 
litical Churches, but parts of Churches, having no Paſtors that 
have the Power of the Keyes, or the whole Eſſence of the 
Paſtoral Office; but only Half-Paſtors, that want an Effential' 
Part of the Power. If on any ſuch Account, any Pariſhes are 
no true Paſtoral Churches: 2, Whether to Separate from 
ſuch a Pariſh, be to Separate from a Church in the fenſe in-: 
queſtion? | REN - 

XN XIX. The mutual Condemnations in the times of the 1Ve-. 
vatians, Donatiſts, Neſtorians, Eutychians, Aonothe'sres, Phan- 
tafiaſts, Image- Patrons, &c, tell the World how needful, mu- 
tual forbearance is, to prevent worſe Diviſions and Confuſions: 
And the Papiſts take themſelves to be all of one Church, though - 
they differ even in DoCtrines of Morality, as dangeroully as 
the Fanſeniſts, againſt the 7eſuits have ſhewed ; and though ma- 
ny Sefts and Orders be permitted to Live, and Worſhip God 


with very great diverſity in their ſcyeral ſorts of Monaſteries : 
Way 
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Why then- ſhould- the little differences: of our-queſtioned Aﬀſem: 
blies, be thought. to be ſo great as maket.. us not to be of one 
Church. 

. XXX. Some. good Chriſtians think, That though an. undiſci- 
plined Church may be Communicated with, occaſionally, yea, 
and conſtantly, while there-is a hopeful. Tryal of its Reforma- 
tion ; yet when there is no hope after Patient Tryal, a better 
Courſe and Communion ſhould be choſen, where it may be had: 
And they think, that Multitudes whom they know to be pro- 
. phane Swearers, Curſers, Drunkards, Fornicators, Haters of ſeri- 
ous Prety, Hobbifts, Infidels, Atheiſts, Sadduces, &tc. . are con- 
tinued in the Church of England: And they ſay, they :ſcarce 
ever heard one Man of all theſe Excommunicated ; nor one Man 
. of them all ever brought to Publick Confeſſion and Repentance. 
And they think, Lay-Chancellours, having not rightfully the Pow- 


er of the Keys, there is no ordinary Means of hopeful-Refor- 


mation, and Exerciſe of Diſcipline; eſpecially, the Largenefs 
of the Dioceſſes making it impoſſible to be uſed to One of an 
Hundred, that (according to the Law of Chriſt) it ſhould 
; be uſed on. And they think, That the Church-Diſcipline is 
not only Noze, as to theRight Uſe, and made Impoſlible; but 
worſe than None, while it is uſed moſt to Excommunicate from 
Chriſt's Church, the True and Conſcionable Members of Chrft, 
that dare not Conform; and fo to lead to their Impriſonment, 
and utter Ruin. And they.thick, that no Man hath true: Au- 
thority, to confine them to ſuch an Undiſciplinzd, and [lldif- 
ciplined Church; and forbid them the Uſe of better, where 
Chriſt's Diſcipline may be uſed. Whether theſe Men be in the 
Right, or in the VVrong, if the Matter of Fat be true, 1 
ſhou'd deſire rather the Reformation of ſuch a Church, than 
the Reproach or Aﬀicting of Men, as Separatiſts and Schiſma- 
ticks, that chooſe another: ſort of Communion, as to their more 
Ordinary Practice; .not denying this to. be a true Diſeaſed 
Church. 

And ſo much in theſe Thirty Inſtances, .about that which T 
think deſerveth not theReproach of any dangerous Separation. 
I- told you Thirty Inſtances alſo of Unlawful Separation, which 
I named. And now you may judge, whether yon ſpake to E- 
dification, when you-ſaid, that the { People are Condemned by 
their own Teachers;] without tclling, whom, and for what; 
and how far they Condemn them, and how far not. 

$. 34. And, Did you think the Conſequence good, That be- 
cauſe we think it Lawful to. Hear you, yea, and to many a Du- 
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ty; therefore we Condemn them, for Hearing ary one elſe, that 
Conformeth not? As if they that have Communion with your 
Dioceſan-Church, muſt have Communion with no other ? So 
far am 1 from your Opinion, that I take it to be woſully $Se- 
parating and Schilinatical : And will nevcr be. a Member of a 
Particular Church, which will forbid me Communion with all 
others that differ from them ;. yea, that doth not hold its Com- 
munion in Unity with all the True Chriſtian Churches on Earth, 
Though a Schiſmatical Diſputer for Prelacy, tells me, That 
thougb I Communicate with the Church of England, [ am a Schiſ- 
matick. for Communicating with Nonconſormiſts, who (faith 
he) are Schiſmaticks. But he that will Communicate with no 
Church that hath any Guilt of Schiſm, when the Chriftian 
VVortd is broken into ſo many Sects, I doubt, will be the grea- 
teſt Schiſmatick; and will Communicate with few on Earth. 
And as Smith Baptized himſelf, not liking any other Baptiſm, 
this Man may become a Church to himſelf. 

And indeed, the word [Condemn them] ſounds Harſh ; when 
it ſignifieth no more, than that we Fudge them ro be Miſtaken 
and Culpable, If I Condemn every Man, or every Church, 
which I judge to be Sinners, I mutt Condemn all Mankind, I 
uſe not ſo harſh a Phraſe of your Self, as to ſay, 1 Condern 
You : When yet | Judge your Book to be more Schiſmatical, 
than the Meetings of moſt that 1 am acquainted with z which 
you Accuſe, 

S. 35. But yet, your Miſtake is Greater than I have hither- 
to mentioned. I know not mary (if any) that uſe to Hear Me, 
who Separate from You: Many of them are Fp:/copal, and for 
your Liturgy and Ceremonies, | think, moit of them go to the 
Pariſh - Churches ; and few (if any) that I know, do deny it to 
be Lawful. How then can you prove it True, that we Condemn 
them? What is it for? Is it becauſe they neither Separate 
from the Conformiſts, or Nonconformiſts? This is it, that we 
Exhort them to. Jt was an ill Slip, to put our Condemning 
them, for Commending them: Bat a fair Expoſition will make 
it Lawf&ul. | 

S. 36. But you ſay | Hew they can preach lawfully to a peo- 
ple that commit a fault in hearing them, 1 do not underſtand. 

Anſ. Now you come to your buſineſs : But 1, What if you 
by Calumny call my ordinary hearers Separatiſts, and they are 
notſuch? 2, What if we prove it to be their duty to hear both 
you and us in feaſon, if they need it, or lawful at leaſt ; and ſo do 
commend them, and not condemn them ? may we then lawfully 
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Preach to them ? What if the fault which we blame ſome for, be 
their judging it w7/awful to hear ſuch as you? Will your Logick 
prove, that we call it their favir to hear us; as if hearing 1, and 
not hearing you, were words of the ſame ſignification ? 

And is all neceſſiry which is /awful 5 Do we condemn men 
that donot all that is /awf! to do? And becauſe you after in- 
fer, that if ir b: lawful, it is a Duty; 1 would you hai told us, 
whetn r you take this univerſally, that [Whar ever 5 lawful is a 
Duty,} or only inthis. caſe for ſome ſpecial reaſon, and what that 
is. I ſuppoſe it is, becauſe it js commanded : as if every /awful 
thing commanded were a duty : But we think otherwiſe, unleſs 
the Command be an Aq which God Authorizeth the Comman- 
der to do. All mens Authority is limited by God: and they 
have none but from him. For inſtance, it 1+ lawful to eat brown 
Brcad, and drink Water, (or Wine ;) But if the King or Biſhop 
forbid me to cat better, when my health requireth it, I am not 
bound to obey them : It is lawful to were Sackcloth, but none 
have power to forbid me fitter Cloathing : It is lawful to ſet a 
Son Apprentice to a Chimny ſweeper, or to an Ale-ſeller or Vive 
zzer ; but if the Biſhop or any other forbid one to place him bet- 
ter, it obligeth not: It is lawful to marry a Blackmore, or an 
ugly Scold, or Beggar: But the Biſhop or King cannot - oblige 
men to choſe no better, becauſe it-is out of the_Verge of their 
juriſdition, and belongeth to perſonal and family power. It is 
lawful to put my ſelfinto the Hoſpital, and care of an unskilful 
Phyſician, till my health require better: But when my health 
requireth it, I will uſe a better if I can, whoever forbids 
it. For it is uſurpation in them, that ſhall take the neceſſiry care 
of my health and life out of my own hands. It is lawful to give the 
King our eſtates : But Lawyers ſay, we arc not bound to do it, 
meerly becauſe He or the Biſhop commandeth it. 

But perhaps you think, that men may do more againſt our ſouls 
than againſt. our bodies; and have more power in Religion than 
in cjvil or bodily things: But we are not bound to think ſo if you 
do. Itis lawful for nien to hear one that only readeth the Scrip- 
ture and Liturgy, and never preacheth: But when my needs 
requireth more, I will uſe it if I can, whoever forbids me. lt is 
lawful to hear an ignorant raw Lad, that ſaith over a dry Sermon 
as a Boy ſaith his leſſon, and hath neither ſpiritual Life nor 
Light, nor is fit to take the Charge of Souls: And it is lawful 
to hear ſuch a Sermon as yours, or one that peacheth againſt 
other mens preaching : Yea, we rejoyce, and will rejoyce, that 
Chriſt is preached, though by ſuch as do jt in ſtrife and contention 
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to add affliftion to the afflited, and not ſincerely: But wiſe 
men that believe a life to come, and love their ſouls, will chooſe 
better if they can, whoever forbiddeth them. Men have no pow- 
er to hurt our ſouls, nor to deprive us of the help which God 
affordeth us, nor to make themſelves the only Judges, what is 
profitable or hurtful to our ſouls or bodies, or what is beſt for 
our edification. 

S 37. But [To commit a fault in hearing us ] is of doubt- 
ful ſignification. In the manner of hearing, all commit faults; by 
ſome defect of attention, faith or application : But that's not it 
that you mean : But that zz zs their ſin to hear us, And indeed, if 
this were true, is it above your learning to underſtand, that 
it is lawful to preach to them that commit a fault in hear» 
ing them. 

1, What if culpably they would hear no other? Is it better 
let them hear none at all,than that we preach to them? If pee- 
viſhneſs or ſickneſs make a Child refuſe the Food or Phyſick which 
he ſhould take by his parents command ; will you ſay, that it 
is better that he famiſh or die, than' that you give him any 0- 
ther? Men may be ſaved that kear not you: But how can they 
believe, unleſs they hear, or hear without a Preacher ? The means 
is for the End: JI will have Mercy and not Sacrifice, is a Leſſon 
which I perceive more than the Phariſtes are to learn, Order 
is for the thing Ordered : Pariſh-Order is not ſo needful as Faith 
and Salvation. It may be, ſucha mans Sin, that he will not hear 
ſuch as he ſhould hear; and ſo by Conſequence that he heareth 
me, and yet alſo Conſequently his Duty to hear me, ſuppoſing 
that his fault hath blinded him,to think that he may hear no other, 
tillhis Errour be Cured : Or at leaſt, it is my Duty to take him 
as I find him, and Preach to him in his own miſtake. 

2. The Canon forbids going out of our own Pariſhes : ſuppoſe 
twenty or five Hundred Infidels, or Papiſts of the next Pariſh re 
ſolved, we will hear no Proteſtant but Dr, Sriling fleet ; were it 
unlawful for you to Preach to them ? 

3. If I ſhould Preach to them all again{t ſeparation, and for 
Prelacy, were it unlawful * One of the Doors at the Savoy, 
1651, motioned, that he and I might go up and down England to 
Preach for Conformity : and if any ask us why we do not, we 
may tell them, Dr. S:ilingfleer taketh it for unlawful : If it be 
a Sin to preach to them, itisafin to preach to them. againſt 
Separation, or for Conformity. 

4. It is ordinary for men of other Pariſhes to hear you, and 


Dr, Tikorſon, and others, ſuch as you eſteem; And I ſuppoſe 
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moſt weekly LeQures are Preached moſt to men of other Pa- 
riſhes, and yet you take it not for ſin to preach to them. 

5. It is ordinary for many Proteſtants to go hear and Com- 
municate wi-h the French or Dartch Churches which differ from 
you in the Mode of Worſhip: And yet I never heardit proved, 
that it is a fin for the Preachers thus to preach to them. 

6, What if your Children as Prodigals over-run you, or the 
Kings SubjeRs cauſelcſly fly into another Land: They oughtnot 
to be there, Is it therefore unlawful, for any to teach them there; 
or receive them to pub ike Worſhip ? | 

7. Almoſt all the Chriſtian World, is ſo tainted with ſome 
degree of Errour and: Partiality, that men will hear none but 
thoſe of their own mind, for their Errour ſake. The Armenians, A- 
baſſims, Greeks, Papiſts, Neſtorians, Facobites, Lutherans, Ar- 
minians, Calviniſts, Anabapiiſts, &c. It: is unlawful for any of 
theſe, to refuſ: ſounder Teachers than their own, and to Con- 
fine themſelves to their own only meerly for their ſingular O- 
pinions: And yet it will be hard for you to prove, that all the 
Preachers on Earth, muſt give over Preaching to any ſuch as 
theſe. What ſhame, Blood, and odious Schiſmes, followed this 
Sc1iſmatical Principle, while in doubtful Diſputations, or-tole- 
rable differences, each party Condemned and Curfed the other; 
T have fully manifeſted in my Abridgment ef Church: Hiſtory, 
VVhile by one Emperour and Council” all the Orthodox were 
Depoſed; and by another, all the Neftorians; and by another, 
all the Eutichians; and by another, all the Aonothelites; and 
by another, the Corrwpricolc; and by another, the /coneclaſts; and 
ſo on; How fcw were there tin-Curſed, and un- Condemned in 
tne Romin World ?-. And this keepeth the Churches 1a Schiſm to 
this day, 

S. Do not you thns teach tne Nonconf..rmiits to requite you 
with the like; and by your own Rule to judg it unlawful foy 
youto Preach, They j:dg indeed, that it is Iiwful to hear you ; 
7, Waien better cannot be had, w:thout greater hurt than bene- 
fit. 2, To ſhew their ju1gmentby their Practiſe, viz. that they ſe- 
parate not from you as no Ciurch, nor take it for ſimply un- 
Ivfol to have Communion with you : But they th:t think Co1- 
formity as greit a fin 1s t>ey have told you, they fezr it would be 
to then, muſt nceds think that it & a fault jn thoſe that chooſe 
your Aſemblies, when ceteris paribus, and without: greater hurt 
than go0d, they might have better. And muſt we therefore con- 
clude, that it is unlawful for you -to Preach, Suppoſe it were 
but, when we had-the Kings Licegce. Or, if in the times.of 
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Uſurpation, any thought to leave the Pariſh Churches tended 
Culpably ro Diviſion: It followeth not, that it was unlawful 
for a Biſhop to preach in private, though when you, under the 
Uſurpers, kept the Pariſh Church, he had preacht to ſome of your 
Flock. 
But here you ſhew what your Labour tendeth to, viz. To 
prove it Unlawful for us to Preach, that you may perſwade Us 
to give over, If God will, I ſhall elſewhere give you an Account 
of the Reaſons of our Preaching; and Anſwer what You, and 
O hers ſay avcainſt it: And therefore, ſhall ſay but little of jr. 
here, ButTI am heartily ſorry, that you are come to ſuch a De- 
fre: That you had rather ſo many Hundred ſuch Minij- 
ſters were Silenced, than ſuffered to Preach without your Cove- 
nants, and Ceremonies! That you no more regard the Needs 
of the People, that abound in Ignorance, Car-leſneſs, and Vice. 
nor obſerve no more the Power of Sin, nor the great Want of 
Help to ſuch Pariſhes, as your own, and too many in the Land, 
that have need. on other Accounts, | 

O'! How dreadful and unſearchabe are the Judgments of God ? 
That when fo many Hundreds were Forbidden to Preach the 
Goſpel, the Plague muſt firit give them ſome Degree of Liber- 
ty, and the Flames continue it the rext Year, and the Kings 
Clemency after, and Horrid Popiſh Treaſon next divert their 
Proſecutors; while the Laws and Biſhops all the while forbad 
them: Even when the Pariſh-Preachers fled from the Plague, 
and it was dying Men that the Vonconformiſts Preach't to., And 
when the Churches were Burnt down, and the People had no- 
Prieſt, or Place to go to for their own way of Worſhip; yet 
neither Laws nor Bifhops conſe:ited to our Preaching : And 
ſuch Men as Dr. Srillngfleer alſo, come in to engage their Wir, 
Reputation, Induſtry, and Conſcience, in the Silencing Deſizn. 
O! What Cauſe have we all to VVatch and Pray, That We 
enter no' into Temptation ? and to dread the Spiritual Judgments 
of God ? Remember Lot's Wife. was-a needful Warning. A So- 
lomon, that is Numbred with the Wifeſt Men, may be ſer up. 
as a Frightful Monument, to bid us Take heed, leſt we Ke- 
volt. 

And I take it for a greater Injury to us, to perſwade us to 
Silence our ſelves; than to perſwade the Magiſtrate only, to Si- 
lence, Baniſh, or Impriſon vs : For ſo to Suffer from another, is 
not our Sin. But Sacrilegiouſly 'to break our Miniitcrial Vow, 
_ and forſake the Calling, which we were Solemnly Vowed —_ 
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this while the Neceſſity of Souls cry for Help; is a Sin, which 
few Men ar? {ſo bad, as to perſwade us to with open Face, 
without ſome pious fraudulent Pretence. 

$. 38. Serm, p. 20. [1 do not confound bare Suſpending Com- 
munion, in ſome particular Rites, which Perſons do modeſtly Scru= 
ple, and uſing it in what they judge to be Lawful ; with either to- 
tal, or ordinary Forbearance of Communion, in what they judge 
to be Lawful; and proceeding to the Forming of Separate Con- 
gregations, i, &. under other Teachcys, and by other Rules, than 
what the Eſtabliſhed Reltgion alloweth, And this 4s the preſent 
Caſe of Separation, which [ intend to conſider, and to make the 
Siafulneſs, and the Miſchievouſneſs appear. 

Anſw. 1 am ſure, 1 am one that you exprefly Charge, as of 
this Number; and I can beſt ſpeak for my ſelf, and thoſe of 
wy Acquaintance. 1, ls it true, that I rorally or ordinarily for- 
bear ? 

. 2, What mean you by [Forming] a Congregation ? If their 
Preſence be my Forming them, it is but becauſe I ſpeak to 


them: For, 1 neither Perſwade nor Drive them to be_ 


there. But if you mean, Forming them into a Diſtintt Church, 
| and becoming their Paſtor, I was never Related as a Paſtor, to 
any Church, but Kiderminſter ; nor have theſe Twenty Years, 
been a Paſtor to any; but borrowed other Mens Pulpits, to 
Preach a LeQture to ſuch as ſay they need it. 

3. Your word [Separate,] | have Examined before, You 
Separate from My Auditory, and more than Separate; and [ 
Separate not. from Yours: Who then is the Separar:ſt ? 

4 All the Pariſhes about you, and the Biſhop of Ely in your 
Pariſh, that judge it Lawful to Hear you, yet are Abſent from 
you; and fo are ſome Nornconformiſts, that think they muſt Preach 
themſelves; and cinnot be in Two Places at once. Is that Sg - 
parating ? 

5. The French and Dutch Churches do all that, which you 
here deſcribe, as S:7ful and 47iſchicvous; only they have more 
Leave, than we. 

6. "$$ all che Matter, that We are Teach:rs, which the Law 
atoweth nat * So were the Orthodox under the Neſtorian, 
Eutychian, Monothelite, &c, Princes. And ſo I have proved, 
That the Chriſtian Religion hath been much propagated in the 
VVorld. 

7. VVhat are the Rules which we go by, which the Efla- 


bliſhed Religion allowetn not? Doth it not allow the Sacred 
Scriptures ? 
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Scriptures ? Or, Have you proved, That I go by any other Rule ? 
If the A of Uniformiy, or the Canons be your Religion, Do 
not they allow God's VVord ? Or, if they be your Rules, omit- 
ting that, Is not Vſing another ? Yet thoſe that do Join in 
Churches under Choſen Paſtors, when [I do not, I ſhall not Con- 
demn, till I hear their Reaſons: They may have more Cauſe, 
than I have. : | 
$. 39. Serm, p. 21. [They Vnanimouſly confeſs they finfl no 
fault = the Devine of 4 Church, ] ds 
Arſw. 1, And yet are you one that would have them all 
Silenced ? 2 But this is not true: You name Foxy or Five, and 


then ſay [Unanimonſly;J and this becauſe they offer to Sub- 


ſcribe the Doctrine of the Thirty Nine Articles: And -yet I 
ſuppoſe you know, that they. more Unanimouſly diflent from 
the DoQtrinal Article in the Liturgy of Baptized Infants, cer- 
tain «doubted Salvation without Exception, and ſome of them 
to the Dottrinal Damnation of all Condemned in Athanaſins 
Creed; And ſome of your ſelves, as well as Mr. Humphrey, 
could wiſh the Article againſt Free-W:ill, and that which Dam- 


neth all the Heathens, and ſome others, had been otherwiſe _ 


than they are, 
$. 40. [They generally yield, that our Parochial Churches are 


true Churches; and it is with theſe that Communion 1s requi- 
red.) 

Say you ſo? 1, The Dvoceſans are little beholden to you, 
if this be all! Do you require no Communion with them. 

2, I think I ſhall ſhew you anon, that you take your Pa- 
riſhes for no true Church your ſelf: At leaſt your chief Bre- 
thren do not, who make them but Parts of a Church, the Dio- 
ceſane being the loweſt proper Church, 

3. Are you ſure, that the [ndzpendents take your Pariſhes for 
true Churches? 7 cannot tell. But 7 know Fohn Goodwin and 
Mr. Brown have Writ to the Contrary. 

4. And for my ſelf, how oft have 7 told you, that 7 diſtin- 
eniſh, and take thoſe for true Churches, that have true Paſtors 
(but that is, becauſe | judge of their office by Gods Word, and 
not by the Rule which depriveth them of an efſ:ntial part of 


the Office of a Paſtor of a true Church.) But 7 take choſe for . 


no true Churches, that have, 1. Men uncapable of the Paſtoral 
office. 2, Or not truly called to it. 3. Or that deny them- 
ſelves to. have the po'ver cfſential to a Paſtor. Such Congrega- 


tions I can joyn with, as Chappels or Oratories: But they are 
nof 
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not Churches of the political organized form which we ſpeak of, 
as wanting an eſſential part. 

$ 41. Next you tell men, what 7 ſaid in print, of our Corclu- 

fron, that communion with you, was lawful. ] Az}. This is true : and 
when ſaid we otherwiſe? Dr. Wanton, Dr. Bates, Dr, Facomb, 
Mr. Poole and others were there! 7 told you before, how far 
lawful. | | 

$ 42. Serm. p. 22, [Who could have Imagined, but they ſhould 
have all joyned with us, in what themſelves judged to br lawful, and 
in many Caſes a duty, But inſtead of this, we have rater ſince that 
time, found them more inclinable to courſes of ſeparation, SC, | 

Anſ. If this be not true, /take it not for ſinleſs. Since tha: ime, 
1. Mr, Pool, Mr. Humphery, my ſelf and others, that took our 
ſelves to be no Paſtors to any particular Church, have uſually 
joyncd in your aſſemblics; and I uſually keep to my Pariſh- 
Church, 

2, Since that time, in a Treaty ſet on foot by the Lord-keep- 
cr Bridgman, we agreed 2 terminis, with Biſhop Wilkins, and 
Dr, Burton ; and Judge Hale drew up our Agreemen:-into the 
form of an Act. 

3. Since that time, at your own motion, we treated with honeſt 
Dr. T:llorfon and you; and the ſame men and more, conſented to 
the form and words of an agrezing Act, and you both ſeemed 
to conſent. 

4. Where you read my words, you might have read the Rea- 
ſon, why no more Communicated with you, And it is not like 
a lover of Truth to diſſemble them; 1. /told you, that even at 
the preſent, new heats ariſing againſt Difſenters, we thought it 
our duty, till they were over, to forbear a lawful thing ; which was 
like to occaſion the ſufferings of ſuch as in that were not ſatisfied 
as we were. Marriage is lawful; But if it be not neceſſary, one 
may forbear it, if it would ruine another, though the Biſhop 
cominand it him, 2. I told you, that the Oxford Act of confine- 
ment, came out when we were intcnding to come to your Chur- 
ches: and then had we been ſeen there in the City or Corpo- 
rations, we had been ſeat to Jayle: but many in the Countries 
came to your Churches. This is your Cathedrall Juſtice; The 
Law is [come to Church in London, &c. and you ſhall go to ſayle 
fix Months. And if we do not, ſuch as you tell the World, that 
we are Separatiſts. 3. 7 told you, men cannot preach to others, 
and hear you both at once, Muſt we repeat theſc things as oft as 
you accuſe us ? 
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$43. In thecharge are joyned Dr. Owen and my ſelf, my error is 
[p.24.Serm, © that to deviſe new Species of Churches (beyond Parochial 
* or Congregational without Gods authority, and to impoſe them on the world 
© yea in his name) and call all diſſenters Schiſmaticks, is 8 far worſe uſur- 
8 pation than to make or impoſe new Ceremonies or SR ; 
Anſ. A man would think that this dedrine ſhould juſtife it ſelf and 
confute the Accuſer. 1.Will you own your Churches de Specie to be new, 
and yet appeal to antiquity ? 2, Will you own them to be deviſed with- 
out Gods authority, and yet to be preferred to thoſe that he inſtituted ? 
3. Will you own that yet they may in his name be impoſed on the World ? 
4+ And will you own that for theſe , diſſenters may be called Schiſma- 
zicks? 5. And is not this a worſe uſurpation than to make new Cere- 


* monies? If you will plead for ſo much preſumption, profanation 


of Gods Name, uſurpation, uncharitablenefs, and Schiſm, I will leave 
you to fight againſt theLight, and not labour in vain in a needleſs 
confutation, 2. But, Sir, you ſhould have told your Reader the full 
truth, 1, That I never denicd but largely afferted the Magiſtrates 
power of the Sword over all perſons and cauſes ecclefiaftical > much 
leſs Chriftian Kingdoms, or Cities de re. 2. And that I maintained that 
Magiſtrates make officers to judge of the Circa ſacre 3 or undetermined - 
accidents of Religion3,And if you will equivocally call theſe Churches, 
I quarrel not de nomine. 4+ Nor yet at the thing or name of the Aﬀeoci- 
ation of many Churches for Concord. 5- But I fay (in the Page cit- 
ed by you) that as humane forms ſhould not be pretended falſly to be 
Divine, ſo neither have they authority againſt thoſe that are Divine, 
to change them and deſtroy their priviledges: Unleſs you will fight 
fer man againſt God, you muſt reverſe this Accuſation. 

$44. As to your caſe, of the extent of the firſt Churches, I have (6 
much to ſay of it elſewhere, if God will, that I ſhall not here ſtay on fo 
ſhort a touch, Only you put me to repeat, If God make families, and men 
make Cities,do but confeſs the different efficients,and uſurp not a power 
to deſtroy the power inſtituted by God, and we (hall not much differ. 

$ 45. You greatly ſtrengthen my Cauſe by the teftimony of fo well 
Read a man | Serm. p. 27. © [ Though when the Churches increaſed, the oc- 
© caſional meetings were freequent in ſeveral places, yet ſtill there was but 
© one Church, and one Altar, and one Baptiſm, and one Biſhop, with many 
8 Presbyters aſſiſting him : And this is jo very plain in Antiquity, as to the 
* Churches planted by the Apoſtles themſelves in ſeveral parts, that none but 
*s great ſtranger to the Hiftory of the Church can ever call in queſtion, 

Anſ. Biſhop Gunning will give you no thanks for this, It ſeems at- 
ter all the anger we are much agreed. I never denied Chappels to 
2 Church, nor thought they muſt all mect at once, It they all meet 
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fer vices at oxe Altar, they are aſſociated for preſential Communion, and 
not diſtant only, and this is thatI am for. Makeit but ſucha Church 
that inect at one Altar, and that can know one another, and are af. 
fociatcd for ſuch perſonal Communion 1n preſence, and ( though I 
could with it ncither too ſmall nor too great) It 1s of the Species 
which I plead for as of God. There is certainly a Specitique diff-rence 
betwcen a Church that hath a Conſtitutive tormal Governour, who 
hath the whole Paſtoral power, and is affociated for preſential my- 
tual help in faith worſhip and holy living, and one that either hath 


- but a half Paſtor without the power of the Keyes, or that is affociat- 


cd only for diſtant Communion, and never ſee each other 3 even fox 
another ſort of Communion. Conformiſts hold that Biſhops and 


| Presbyters are diftin&t vrders : Therefore Churches differing in the 


very Order or Species of the Conſtitutive Governours , and in the 
Triminus or «nd, and the nature of the Communions are certainly 
of diſtin& Species, and not only of diſtin&t degrees in the ſame 
Species: But ſuch are our. Parochial and Dioceſan Churches. Juſt 
ſuch a Church as you here deſcribe is it that I would have, and yet if 
the Chappels alſo have Altars, and there be more than one to the 
Church, as long as they arc under the ſame Biſhop and Presbyters, 
affociate for Communion in preſence, it alters not the Species, 

<$ 46. Ithankyou alſo for adding p. 28. | * And yet this diſtri- 


© bution even in Creet was ſo uncommon in thoſe Elder times , that Epi. 


©dbanins takes notice of it as an extraordinary thing at Alexandria and ther 
* fore it is probably ſuppoſed that there was no ſuch thing in all the 


© Cities inhis time |, | 


Anſ. 1. Its-true of Creet, which had an hundred Citics : But your. 


[therefore] makes me think, you put Creet for Cyprus : For there it 
was that Epiphanius was a Biſhop. 2. But you grant me the foun- 
dation of. all my cauſe. Let the Dioceſs or Pariſh or Church { call 
it what you will) he no bigger than that the ſame Biſhop may per- 
forme the true Paſtoral office to them in preſent Communion, and 
not-only by writs, and delegates, rule men that have no perſonal pre* 
ſent Communion, nor ever intend it as the end of their relation 
and I have my defire as to the Species of the lowelt ſort of Churches, 
1 Theſ. 5. 12. 3. Know them which labour among you, and are over you in- 
the Lord, and admoniſh you, But ſuch are not thoſe whom we never 
faw nor heard, and never Ilaboured among or admoniſhed the twen- 
ticth or forticth or hundredth Congregation in their Dioceſs ; and 
whom the pcople cannot know. 

; Heb. 12.7. Remember them which baverule over you, who have ſpoken, 
to you the word of God,whoſe faith follow conſidering the end of their converſa- 
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tion. 17, Obey them that have the rule over you and ſnhmit your ſelves 
for they watch for your Souls as thoſe that mult give account, But 
ſuch are not they that the people never heard the word of Gcd from, 
nor knew their- converſation nor the men : And Biſhop Taylor faith, 
No man can give account of thoſe that he knoweth not \ that is, Paſtors ac- 
count. Make Pariſhes true Churches , and reſtore them Church 
diſcipline, -and we are ſatisfied. 

c 4 47+ Serm. p. 29. | If we lock, over the ancient Cannons of the 
© Church, we ſhall find two things very plain in them: 1. That the notion 
© of a Church was the ſame with that of a Dioceſs; or ſuch a number of 
© Chriſtians as were under the inſpedtion of a Biſhop. | 

Anſ. 1. Very true and the Biſhop was their ordinary Preacher, 
and only pronounced the bleſſing &c. Therefore till the Species 
was altered it was like a Schoo), whoſe Schollars lived in City and 
Country, but were under a Biſhop that Governcd them perſonally 


in preſence, But after they were like many ſcore or hundred 


Schools that had Teaching Uſhexs, and one abſent Governour (to 
the moſt ). To Govern as a Schoclmaſter in preſence ſpecifically dit- 
fers from Governing as Princes or viſitors, by Laws, or extraordi- 
nary inſpe&ion. ; 

2. 1 pray you forget not that by this mea fure (if you hold to it) 
you unchurch all our Pariſh Churches : Every Church then had a. 
Biſhop, no Pariſh now hath a Biſhop (proper to it (elf), or at leaſt not 
many: Therefore no Pariſh (by this rule) is a Church. Eccleſia eff 
plebe Epiſcopo adunata, You make no Church below a Dioceſs. 

*h 48. Serm: | 2. That thoſe Presbyters who rejedted the authority 
* of their Biſhop or affetied Seperate meetings, where no fault could-be found 
with the Doftrine of a Church, were condemned of Schiſm |, 

Anſ. Good {till : They were not to ſet up altare contra altare, but 
joyn with the Biſhop in Govcrning the fame Church in preſent. 
Communion at leaſt per vices : But it a Biſhop than had put down a 
hnndred or a thouſand Biſhops and Churches about him, and ſaid, 
you ſhall be all but one Church in another fort of Communion. 
and T will be your only Biſhop, Chritiians then would have abhor- 
red him: Now we have hundreds of Altars locally ſeparaccd from” 
the Biſhop. | | 

'2. But yet if then the DoGtrine of faith had been never ſo ſound, 
Chriſtians would have feparatcd. 1. From unlawful worthip 
(ſpeciaHy Tdolatry ), 2. And from wicked Biſhops 3 as the fore- 
—— Epiſtle of Cyprian and the Carthage Council ſhews= 
Et. 

* $49. You Confcis Martin a1d Theognoftus ſeparation from the 
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Synods and Communion of the neighbour Biſhops : And if it weyy 
Not lawful for neighbours to communicate with them, I ſhall believe 
as Cyprian, that the ſame reaſon would at leaſt warrant the people to 
forſake them, till you ſhew reaſon to the contrary. And you confeſs 
thc Joannites ſeparation, and only (ay that after they returned, Its 
true: But diJ they do well or il} before ? they returned not till gen. 
tleneſs and honouring Chryſoſtome reduced them : and though Cyril 
Alex, called them Schiſmaticks and ſaid it was hitter the Church Ca- 
nons ſhould be kept, than ſuch refractory Noncontormilts gratified by 
reſtoring the honour of their ejected Paſtor, yet Attiew had more 
wit and honeſty then to follow his Council or be moved by his threat. 
ning; Our caſe hath ten times more to be ſaid for it, than the Joan- 
nites had, who were not caſt out, but departed, nor had any Impoſiti. 
ons forced on them, which they took to be many hainous fins. Had 
you been impartial, you had eaſily ſeen this : But as Gyril and others 
accuſation of the Joannites, as ſeparatiſts and ſchiſmaticks, did not 
finally attain his ends againſt the Joannites, no more ſhall yours a» 
ogainſt the more excufable. In an Ale-houſe or Crowd of the debauche 
ed or ignorant | They are Puritans, Presbyterians, Fanaticks, Separatiſts, 
Schiſmatichs, Hereticks, Rogues | is effeEtual arguing and convincing , 
and ſome preachers it ſcems take their hearer for ſuch Judges; But 
men will be men, and reaſon will be reaſon, and truth will be truth, 
and innoncency will be innocency, and pride, and ſlander will ſhame 
their Authors more than the flandered, when you and I are dead and 
BONE, 

©*& 50. Serm. p. 30. [ But ſuppoſe the firſt Churches were barely Con- 
* gregational by reaſon of the ſmall number of believers at that time, yet 
© what Obligation lies upon us to diſturb the peace, of the Church we live 
© 7n to reduce Churches to their infant State | And here is mentioned 
© the community of Goods, waſhing Feet, and then | They believe that the 
* firſt civil Government was appointed by God himſelf over families : Do 
© they therefore think themſelves bound to overthrow Kingdomes to bring things 
* back, to their firſt inſtitution, Gc. ] 

Anſ. 1. We call them not | barely Congregational ] but | aſſociated fir 
perſonal Communion ] If all the Kingdom had but one Bifhop, that were 
another Species of Government and Communion than Parochial. 

2. If one like you ſhould plead for turning all the families in Lon- 
don into one, and making only one Common Father or Mafter of a 
families, who ſhould ſend Stewards to every houſe, of his own mak- 
ing, to give them their victuals, he only being the proper Govour- 
nour, and this man fhould plead as you do, that it is diſturbing the 
peace of the great family, to reduce them totheir Infant State, by re- 
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ſtoring particular families, more wit or reputation than yours would 
not keep his cauſe from ſhame. Or if he plezdcd that all the Schools 
in a Dioceſs, or many 100 or 1000, ſhould have b2t one Schoolmaſter 
with Uſhers that have no power to take in or put out or uſe the Rod, 
and that to retrive this to the Infant State is ſeditious, the reafon ot 
mankind would ſhame his reaſoning. And when men know what Pa- 
ftoral Guidance is, the caſe here will be as plain. 

3. Our Reaſon for deſiring (not the Primitive paucity of Chrifti- 
ans, but) the Primitive form of Chritt is. 1. Becauſe Chriſt by his A» 
poliles inſtituted it: (Mr, Thorndike once ſpake well to that ). 2. Be- 
cauſe we can prove that he was faithful in forming his houſe and 
Church, as Moſes was in forming that of the Jews. 3. Becauſe we never 
heard it proved that man had power to alter what Chriſt by his Spi- 
rit in the Apoſtles founded : neither having their infallibility nor com- 
miſſion. 4. At leaſt we think it is the ſureſt way to hold to that which 
we are ſure God ſetled, till we can prove that men have power to 
change the very form. | 

4. Teach us what to ſay to the Papiſts, when they ſhall according - 
ly ſay to us *| what though there was no Univerſal Paſtor in the Primi- 
© tive times ? what though many things in diſcipline and worſhip be changed 
© fince ? why muſt you diſturb the peace of the Church by reducing things to 
© the infant State? what though there were no Cardinals, nor General 
© Councils of Prelates to make univerſal Lawes for the Churches, what 
© though the Sacrament was given in both kinds, and there were no private 
* Maſſes, or prayers for the dead ? muſt the Church be ſtill in infancy ? What 
* though the Apaſtles inſtituted the Lords day for publick, worſhip and holy 
* Communion, may not the Church put that down, and ſet up one day of ber 


© making once a month or year inltead of it ? 


ButI will not be one of thoſe that will fight for man againſt God for 
I know who will overcome, It you can prove that Chriſt gave your 
Church authority to pull down the Church Offices and form which ke 
appointed, and ſet up another, and call it the Churches growth, or c- 
mendation, I will obey them. | 
Buc I have elſewhere asked who they were that made your new 
Church form. If the firſt Church(of Gods making, ) it was only the 
#niverſal headed by Chrilt, and particular Chuiches tor perſonal Com- 
munion, if theſe made the new forms, tell us who, when, and by whac 
power, and why they may not unmake them, if there be cauſe: and 
whether the efficient Church be not better then the effected: as the 
Parent then the Child. If you ſay that Biſhops of Pariſhes did it by 
conſent in Aſia or cl{ewhere above a thouſand years ago, how come 
we inEngland to be bound by them? It y ou ſay that. Princes were the 
. makcrs- 
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rhakers of the new Church $peries. 1. Heathen Princes did it rot. 2. The 
Biſhops will give you little thanks, it you grant not that it was doxe 
before there werzany Chriſtian Princes to do it. 3. One Prince can- 
not make Laws for anothers Country. 4- Prove that ever Chriſt aus 
rhorizcd Princes to change the Conſtitution of the Churches lattituted 
by him, and make ncvy ones above his tormz except making officers 
for the Circa Sacra or variable accidents. 5. And what Princes do, 
they have power to undo. 

And it concerneth us to enquire (much more then about ceremo. 
nics) how far this power of man extendett., May they make as 
many ncw Church Species as they pleaſe. Why then may they not 
make as many forms as there are Kingdomes, jt not an univerſal Pope 
by the conſent of moſt? | 

5. But that which the Papiſts take for the Churches growth from 
Intancy, the Proteſtants take for its gradual depravation 3 And have 
written many treatiſes to ſhew when and how ſuch corruptions were 
introduced : And the forementioned book of Paxlrs Sarpsi Servita late- 
ly tranſlated, tells us by what degrees much of that evil did ſpring, up, 
which ſome take to be the Churches Mand hood, and the amending of 
the defects of Chrilis inftitutions. 

6. And you that wonder that I know not what you mean by [ the 
Chxrch of England] may next wonder that I know not what it is 
that you call | the Proteſtant Religion | In my | full ſatisfation] I have 
told you that I mcan, by it, ſimple Chriſtianity expreſſed in the ſacred 
Scriptures as the Recorded rule, with the rejetion of all humane additions 
which ſieppoſe the Scriptures imperfe@ as to their regulating uſe : But if you 
ſuppoſe that men may, without any Scripture proot of authority, take 
down and change the Church Species, which Chriſt by his Apoſlles 
made, and make new ones inſtead, and thus add to Chriſts Laws, c- 
qual, yea ſuperior and derogating Laws of their own, this is not that 
Proteſtant Religion which Iam of, and thereforel intreat you to define 
what it is you ſo call, 

7. When you have as well proved the very efſential form of the firſt 
Churches to have been inſtituted but pro tcxepore as a mutable thing, 
as we can prove the like of waſhing Feet, and community of Goods, we 
will ſubmit. And' ſo we will when you have proved that God that 
made families made not Citics or Republicks, that is, did not inſtitute 
civil Government of many ftamiliczz or that men who divertifie the 
torms of Republicks, may overthrow tamilies or their proper pow- 
er: Yca and that God hath left men as much power to make new 
Species of Churches, as to diverhhe the Forms of Commons 
wealhr, | Oey 
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$. And as toour | diſturbing your peace |] if you had buile your 
frame on Chriſts foundation, and laid your peace on the unity of 
the Spirit, and'the ſeven particulars named Eph. 4.45. 6. and had 
not built it on uncharitableneſs, on imperious ufurpatior,nor that love 
of the world, which Pazl Servitz ſaith brought in the Church cor- 
ruptions, you would not have. been (o tender, nor your peace like 
an aſpen leat in the wind, as that your Brethren who, you ſay, agicc 
in Doctrine and the ſubliance of worlhip with you, cannot quietly 
joyn ncar you in the worſhip of God , without your - impoſed 
words, and ceremonies, but they become diſturbers of your peace. 
Itsa ſickly peace that is'ſo cafily diſturbed by fo ſmall diffent. As 
Rome thinketh that all wrong her that do not obey her, and pleadeth 
for Empire under the name of Communion, ſo do tome others and 
willenter a ſuite againſt them as Schiſmatiks, that will not let them 
ride and laſh them without complaint. It you have the humjlity 
and Charity of a Chriſtian, without envy -&c. What harm doth 
it do you that Land ſuch others worſhip God in another room, with- 
out your book, while your Church is as tull as it can welf hold ? Do 
you not differ much more among your ſelves; as I before ſhewed ? 
And the Papiſts yet more among themſelves 3 and yet are in oue 
Church, and tolerated. But fo: their Power and IW:!ls may be 0- 
beyed , ſome men can bear with much more againſt God, Who 
hearcth ſuch out criesagainſt ten thouſand or twenty thouſand in a 
Pariſh that come not to any Church at all, as againſt a few Chriſtians 
that pray and preach without your book ? what Informers, what 
indictments, what proſecutions, what invectives are cqually againſt 
all theſe aforcſaid ? 

*C51, Serm.p.31. | It is very uncertain whether the Primitive form 
* were ſuch as they fancy &c, but its certainly our duty to preſerve peace and 
© unity amonſt Chriſtians |]. 

Anſ. 1, Then it is certainly a fin to make racks to tear them, . 
and make concord impoiſible, and fay, none ſhall have Communion . 
withns, that will not ſay and Swear what we, bid them, and thac 
think any thing fin which we impoſe 3 and to ſhut men out by Can- 
nonical Excomn.unication, and then call them Schiſmaticks in Prefſe 
and Pulpit for not coming in. 

2, If it be uncertain whether that which we deſire be the Primitive 
form , it is uncertain then. whether you oppoſe not and fight not a- 
gainſi the Primitive form. | 

3. What you ſay is uncertain I ſhall God willing prove certain 
el{cwhere (and havedone), All is not .uncertain to others which is 


fo toyou.. 
4c, Mark - 


fo Richard Baxters Anſwer 


4. Mark this, you that are for the Divine right of Epiſcopary as 
the Primitive forme inſtituted by Chriſt > As he taketh it for uncertain 
(as beyond Congregational formes). ſo were ir fo, it the Church 
ſhould caft it out, he ſeemeth to hold your endeavours to reduce 
it, tobe a ſinful breaking of the Churches peace. You are diſtur- 
bers it in Holland, Geneva, Helvetia, you would reduce them to that 
which you ſuppole to be the Primitive form. Js may be it was but 
from the circumſtances of the times : And fo the head of the Church 
hath made no particular Church Species, but left all to the better wit 
of men (who knowes to whom). | 

*$52. Serm. | It is impoſſible ſo to do, if men break, all orders 
© in pieces, for the fancy they have taken p of a Primitive Platform }]. 

Anſ. Anglice, | It is impoflible to preſerve Peace and wnity among 
Chriſtians, if men will not ſuppoſe that Chriſt never inſtituted his 
own Church formes, or will not forſake his Inſtitutions, but fancy 
that they muſt be conformable thereto, and will not preferre the wills 
and commands of Biſhops to whom they never conſented, and take it 
to be a breaking of all orders in pieces, not todo all that they en» 
joyn us, though we take it to be heynous fin, and will not give 0- 
ver Gods worſhip and our Miniſtry when they forbid us. Dan. 6, 
We ſhall find no fault againſt this. Daniel, except it be concerning the 
Law of bis God, but if he pray openly when forbidden, away with 
him tothe Lyons for the Lawsof the Medes and Perſians are more 
inflexible than Gods. | 

$53. As to what you fay of preferring Morals and the end-s,it is more 
traly than prudently mentioned as to your cauſe : For the very nam- 
ing of it will make the Readers think , whether your ſubmiſſion and 
declaration and oaths and impoſed practices, which the Nonconformiſts 
judge unlawful, be greater matters than their preaching the Goſpe], 
avoiding great ſins, the concord and ſtrength of the Proteſtant 
Churches, and the avoding temptations to wrath, and perſecution 
and divifions which will be bitter in the latter end. Go learn what 
this meaneth I will have mercy and not Sacrifice; (or needleſs Ceres 
mony ) 

*$ 54. Serm. p. 32 | Men maypleaſe themſelves in talking of preſeru- 
©ing peace and Love under ſeparate Communions ; But our own ſad ex- 
© perience ſhews the contrary: For as nothing tends more to unite mens hearrs 
* than joyning tagether in the ſame Prayer and Sacraments ; ſo nothing doth 
© more alienate mens affeftions, than withdrawing from each other into ſepar- 
* ate Congregations |, 

Anſ. 1. But do all ſ:parate from you that are in other Pariſh 
Churches than yours 3 if not, do all ſeparate that differ, as Cathedrals 


from . 


he all 


de 
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from Pariſh Churches, or as conforming Preachers do from one an9» 
ther : If not, do they ſeparate that omit a form or ceremony of yours? 

2. Iam ſorry, if you have experience of the alienating of your affee 
ions from your neighbours, that quietly worſhip God by you : but its 
like you know what you ſay : For my part many of them have faid and 
written more againſt me, them againſt you, and, I thank God, I love 
them heartily 3 Yea and that your-own party from whom I have ſuffer- 
cd far more.It is mens diſcaſes that make them impatient of a croſs opt- 
nionor word or cenſure,and then thcy cry outiof mens unpeaceableneſs: 
AsSeneca ſaith,They that are ſore complainif they but think their ſore is touched. 

3. Let the Magiſirates keep Peace and puniſh all that abuſe their 
brethren. 

4. But we eaſily grant to you, that when men do not only differ, 
but fly from cach others Communion as unlawful, it hath a great ten- 
dency to the alienations and evils which you mention. Had we not 
thought ſo, we had never ſtoopt, and pleaded, and begg'd of the Bi- 
ſhops to prevent or heal itas we did 1660, and 1661. And wo to the 
1mpenitenr that are the cauſe of all, and to this day will not be per- 
ſwadcd by all the fad experience that they complain of. 

Sir, inſtead of all your accuſations and reaſonings, it would have 
better diſpatched all the buſineſs, would you but conſider, who it is 
that muſt cure the diſtance which you complain of ? 1 have fully proved to 
you in my book of Concord that we are utterly unable to remedy it. If 
you will not know, who can make you know. Do you think, "that 
when you ſay to all the Land | ſay and do all that is impoſed, or you 
ſhall not be admitted to our Communion | that it is morally poſſible to make 
all good Chriſtians agree in believing that it is all lawful? or to 
make them all do that which they think to be unlawful ? I muſt freely 
tell you, that he that thinks that his own orany others reaſonings will 
ever ſo far changeall the truly honeſt Chriſtians in the Land, knoweth 


- folittle of matters, mcn or Conſcience, as that he is unmeet to be a 


Biſhop or a Prieſt. 
But is the remedy impoſſible to the Tmpoſers? T am aſhamed to 
debate the queſtion : But ſome men are ſo lcarned and wiſe, that they 
will not quench the fire in a City, nor ſave the Ship from ſinking, 
no forbear {ilencing Chriſts Miniſters and ſcattering theFlocks, as long 
as they can but ſav, There will ſuch or ſuch an inconvenience follows 
It would coſt you nothingto cure all this, which it is impoſſible for us to 
cure, Thereforeall your juſt aggravations of the miſchiets of ſchiſm or 
ſeparation fall where it concernethſome of you to-look to it, if you be= 
lieve that there is a future Judgement 3* rather than to call your ſelves 
Schiſmaticks under the name of others, and put God and man to fay, 
Thou art the man. _. K $ 55+ Pag. 
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d 55. Pag. 33. You come to me, for denying that I ſeparate caufe- 
lefly trom the * Communion of true Churches, or (et up Anticharches, 
* [ though (fay you) they preach when and where it is forbidden by Law, 
* and adminiſter Sacraments by other Rules and after a different manner than 
4 what our Church requireth.: This is not dealing with us with that fairneſs 
* and ingenuity which our former brethren uſed — they deny the fait which 
© ix evident to all perſons: For do they not the very ſame things and in the 
© (ame manner that the others do. How comes it to be then ſeparation in 
© ſome and not in others. They are very unwilling to confeſs a feparation be- 

© cauſe they have formerly condemned it with great ſeverity, and yet they ds 
«© the ſame things for which they charged others as gailtyof a ſinful ſeparati- 
© on. ] And Iam cited. | 

Anſ. x. This is like H. Fowlis 3 The Puritans are the worſt men on earth: 
The Papiſft, are far prefer'd betore them, Becawſe the Papiſts differ in fun- 
damentals. but the Puritans take maſs for a Ceremony. So we are the moſt 
difingenious and not fair dealers, that own them to be true Churches and 
Miniſters and hold Communion with them 3 and yer deny that we are 
Schiſmaticks or ſeparate : We leave you therefore, to treat with the 
Icfler diſingenious and the fair dealers,that ſay you are no true Miniſters; 
nor is it Jawfal to have Communion with men that openly avow ſuch 


hainous ſin, and covenant againſt ever endeavouring to reform notori- 


ous Church corruptions: becauſe with ſuch we are forbid even to eat; 
and commanded trom ſuch to turn away 3 Its well you have ſume more 
ingeniousand fair dealers than I am. 

But the dilingenuity is my denying your accuſation : I heard of a 
Gentleman that could lence any man : and his way was, he would 
accuſe him Cof Murther, Adultery, Thett or what his cauſe required) 
and if he denied it he would ſay; | what will you makg me a Lyar? 
To give me the Lie deſerveth a ſtab. ] It is not only a crime it we do not 
zato pefiore telum recipere, or with Camero- unbutton our ſelves and ſay 
feri miſer, or when ever we are beaten, confels that we deſerved it: It's 
an odd kind of ſuit for a man that calleth an innocent man traytor, 
to bring his a&ion againſt him, tor ſaying, you ſlander me, But it is 
the name or thing that we muſt not deny. We will gratifie you in 
the firlt + 1 do ſeperate from your Church, by half amiles diſtance, and 
by going to.my own pariſh, and by preaching my felf, and ſo do moſt: 
of the Pariſh Preacbers, that . will not fit: hearing you when they 
ſhould preach. But it is de re. And what is it, Firlt Emuſt tell the 
matter of. fact : I never took any paſtoral charge theſe twenty years 3 
L gathered no Church: I never. baptized one perſon : I never admi- 
niltred the Lords Supper once, in about eighteen or nineteen years 5. 
but of late ſeldom to ſome few,fince aged weak perſons whowere in my. 

y houſe. 
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houſe, and near, who gave me ſpecial reaſon for it; and the Liturgy 
alloweth it to the fick and all their friends that joyn with them : while 
I livedat Aon and Toteridge I went twice each Lords day to thepub- 
lick Church, even to the beginning: Here I go when I am able uſual- 
ly once a day to hear the Parſon of the Pariſh 3 and I communicate 
with them in the Sacrament: I preach twice a week in another 
mans Pulpit (borrowed) moſt to ſtrangers that I have no more te do 
with: My gain I thank them, the accuſer put me not to excuſe : I 
write and preach againſt Schiſm and all unjuft ſeparation, and per- 
fwade all to' go no further from any than they go from Chriſt, or than 
they drive us away, or than we needs muſt, to avoid actual fin, Well; 
now what is the crime of ſeparation ? 

1, I preach (you ſay)when and where it is forbidden by Law.) Anſ.Is 
this the formal reaſon of ſeparation? Then diſobedience and ſeparation 
are allone. I ſuppoſe you mean the Law of the King and the Par- 
liament, and not the Canons fave as by them made Laws: when Thad 
given you ſo many Hiſtorical inſtances of the ancient Biſhops and 
Chriſtians, doing the like, and juſtified commonly by the Church : did 
you. think while you filently paſs all that over, and all the reft that I 
(aid for my juſtification, that two lines of your ſaying was enough 
toconfute all ? Certainly it was not me that you meant to fatisiie, nor 
any impartial-mai that had read my books. This dealing beſeem- 
eth, not ſo weighty a Cauſe. You ſeem to ſay | All preaching when 
and where it is forbidden by Law, is ſinful ſeparation : But, &c. 1 deny the 
Major. The Primitive Preachers did fo for three hundred years : 
The Orthodax did fo afterwards nnder Conſtantius, Valens, Theodofi- 
us junior, Anaſtaſius, Philippicus, Juſtinian and many more: The Alb. 
genſer, Waldenſes and Bobemians did fo: The,Reformers did fo: The 
Proteltants when the lnterim was impoſed did ſo; Epiſcopins juftifieth 
it at large, and the Arminiang_jn Belgia, did ſo: The Martyrs in Eng- 
land and cltewhere' did ſo. The Jeſuits in the Eaft Indies did 1o. 
Rut what it the-Law forbad you to preach at a certain hour—— do 
you ſeparate trom the Church, if you miſs ygur hour * They that, 
Preacht Afternoon Sermons when forbidden were taken for diſchedi- 
ent but not for ſeparatilis, And what if when the Churches here 
were burnt the Miniſters had read the Liturgy and preacht in a place 
forbidden by the Law + Had that been ſeparation ? | 

And; ow cometh | when]. arid Fober] to be in, . When we are 
forbidden; everjy.tiont and in every plice, to preach to more than four. 
Isany zine or place allowed us -to preach in? You mean [ Hz is 8 ſipa- 
retifh bo preacheth being forbiden by Lav: But Tam ready to give you 
a.fuller prac: thanis' now tobe offer-d'on this occation, thit no man 
Ts. K 2 » hath 
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hath - antherity to forbid a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, who forfeiteth not 
his Office-power, to perform the office to which be is ordainal. And, Se- 
condly, that we remain under a Divine obligation to it, which ſuch a Lay 
cannot diſſolve » As Biſhop Bilſon, before ſaith | if Princes forbid us, we 
muſt go on with our work; what it the King had turned againſt Epif- 
copacy and-Liturgy, and forbad all the Epiſcopal to preach. Would 
you think it ſinful ſeparation to preach. By this you ſhew how eaſily 
you would lay down the work you arc Vowed to, it the Law did but 
forbid you. How much then arc Papiſt and Proteſtant Caſuifts mi- 
ſtaken, that ſay the Law is null that is againſt the common good, and: 
that all power isonly to cdiftication. 

And what li:nits do you ſet to this. Till you tell us, how can we 
judge of our ſeparation: what if an interdic& filence all the Mini- 
fters in a Kingdome, :nuſt all obey ? What if it be moſt, muſt moft 
obey ?' What if it be more then can be ſpared without the Churches 
wrong ? And whoſe Laws be they that ſo binds-us : Is it Infidel 
Princes or only Chriſtians. Is it Papifts, Arrians, Eutychians, 8c. 
or only the Orthodox ? And do you fet the people all tojudge whe- 
ther the King be Orthodox, as the rule of their obedience to his Laws. 
It Tprove not that God bindeth me to preach, call me difobedient, 
but yet that will not prove me a ſeparatilt, ny] 

By this rule you may be a ſeparatiſt, as oft as the Law changeth, if 
you will .not change as faſt as.it. Yea though you Judge the Laws 
impoſitious tobe hainous ſins, yet you muſt do them all or give over 
your Miniſtry : And fo God muſt ask leave of the Rulers to be wor- 
fhiped as God, If he were a God of their making, they: might put 
him down, 5 4 | 7 

And, I think, it will prove confuſion and worſe diſobedience than 
our preaching is, to lay all the peoples obedience herein on their opi- 
nion of the Rulers Orthodoxneſs ; no doubt, but the heathery and hes» 
retical Rulers are Governours even of the Church, though none hath 
power.for deſtruction or againſt God, The Duke of Brandenburghs 
Subjects judge him not Orthodox : Are they therefore abfolved from 
obeying himin matters of Religion? Cealvenifis Subjes think Luthe- 
rane Princes not Orthodox 3 and Proteſtants, in France, Hungary, Po- 
tand, judge their Papiſt Kings not Orthodox : Yea, what if we judge 
the Biſhops not Orthodox that made the Cannons or Liturgy, are we' 
abſolved from obeying them. And what if any Subjedts thinkthat 
the King is not Orthodox * And Parliaments, who. alfo-make our 
Eaws, contain men of many minds: And the Parliament of 1640 
15 ſaid by the Biſhops to have been far from Orthodox, even to -have' 


cen Presbyterians,and Eraſtians,and even for Rebellion zand joey | 
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made divers Laws which the King conſented to and ratified : Were 
not men obliged by thoſe Laws : And indeed if the Lawmakers be- 
ing not Orthodox null his Laws about Religion, why not all his other 
Laws. : 
- But it may be you will ay, that it is not all the people that muſt 
judge whether the King and Parliament be Orthodox, but the Bij- 
ſhops for them. Anſ. But who ſhall judge whether the Biſhops be 
Orthodox ? And if all be reſolved into the implicite beliet of the Bis 
ſhops, why not of the civil Rulersas well * Or why not as the Papilts 
on Pope and Councils ? 
 Iſuppole to avoid all this you will not fay, thathe is a ſeparatift 
that preacheth-when forbidden by any Prince whatſoever, Turk, Hea=- 
then, Arrian, Eutychian, Idolater, Papiſt ? Where then will you hx 
the ratifying Character 7 All men are heterodox in ſome degree ? 
_ ſhall we know the degree which abſolveth us from our obe= 
tence, | 

And how cometh an Orthodox man to be authorized to do mif- 
chiefs and forbid the needful preaching of the Goſpel any more than 
a heretick? ora Chriſtian more than a heathen ? I think he is bound 
todo more good then they, and not authorized todo more hurt ? God 


never made him a judge whether the Goſpel ſhall be preacht or not, 


nor whether the people ſhall be ſaved, or left to periſh in their igno- 
rance and fin, q 

Either then. all are ſeparatiſis that preach againſt the Laws of Hea- 
thens, Hereticks or Papiſts: And fo the Orthodox Churches have in 
many or moſt Ages and places been ſeparatiſts: or elſe we arc 
cali upon confounding impoſſibilitics ' to know who the (epara- 
tiſt is. 

Efpecially in Ariftocracies and Domocracies, where the Rulers are of 
many minds, and the people can never know them all, nor when the 
Orthodox, have the Major Vote. | | | wy 

And I would know, whether it be only Rightful.Princes or alſo U- 
ſurpers, whoſe Laws are the bond of the Churches Unity. If of Uur- 
pers, then all the Prelates that conformed not in the times of the late 
Uſurpation were Schiſmatical ſeparatiſts by your definition : But to 
do them right, few of my acquaintance that could by conformity 
Gay in, did'then refuſe conformity: Þhearthat you were then no ſe= 
paratiſt.- But Biſhop Gwning, Dr. Wd, Dr. Hide and a great many 
more, took another cotirſe 3+ and will not thank you if 5ou ſtigmatize 
them with us, ' But if it benot theLaws of . Uſurpers in the Roman 
Empire by your meaſure ? How few were the Emperours: that 'catns 
not in by meer conqueſt, or by killing, putting out the eyes, or cject 
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ing their predeccſſors, or without any juftifiable right ? And what x 
caſe Rome, Italy, Spain and Africa were in after the firſt conqueſts of 
the Gothes and Vandals, and all the Weſtern Empire in the days of the 
Henries, Frederick and many others, while men were fighting for the 
Empire, and Popcs claimed the making and unmaking of them all; 
And even in France ever ſince the days of Chlperic for many Ages, 
eſpecially among the progeny of Charles the great, it 15 not to be hid, 


-This way you deſtroy or confound the Churches. 


I cannot imagine what you will reply to this? unleſsyou fay that, 
[ it is neither the Title, nor the Orthodoxneſs of Princes, which is neceſſarytg 
make their Lawes the bond of Church unity : but it is the goodneſs of their 
Laws : at leaſt that they impoſe no ſin x of: us]. Anſ. 1. Then if the 1; 
ſurpers impoled no fin, they were Schiſmaticks that obeyed them not, 
2, Let that he the rule : who ſhall be judge whether it be fin or not? If 
I be adiſcerner for my ſelf, I have told you how much and great fin 1 
fear, till you are difpleaſed with the intimation : And when you have 
proved all thoſe particulars named, tobe no fins, you have done more 
than yct is done: And if you think you can or do prove it, muſt 
none have Chriſtian Conimunion who think your proof” invalid, and 
that you do it worſe than Biſhop Taylor that maintained hurtkſs 
lying. | "Fas 

TG, But the other half of thedebnition of a ſeparatiſt is | they ad- 
miniſter Sacraments by other Rules and after a different manner than whas 
the Church requireth, oF, | | 

Anſ.1, Why will you fo reproach your Church? we do it by no other 
rule by the Scripture;and doth not the Church require that theScripture 
be a Rule? You know Polydore Virgil and cther Papilts, ordinarily make 
this ſignal difference of Protcttants and Papiſts.that the Proteſtants make 
the Scripture the only Rule of their Religion: ' On which ſuppoſi- 
tion Francis Peron formed his act of diſputing againſt them. And 
arc not the Church of England Proteſtants ? It you add another rule, 
it ftolloweth not that, we have another than you. have, though you 
have another beſides.what we have, | | 


: a i 4 - 


3. You ſay | we denytbe fad which is evident to all perſons] and you 


- ſpeak. of me: Is this,true ? What Sacraments do you mean? I ne» 


ver ordained any : I never confirmed any: I have marricd very few, 
if thoſe be Sacraments; L have baptiſed no one_ theſe : twenty years? 
1 gave the Lords ſuppap to-none;hor about:cighteen years, and; rarely 
ſince. as I told you, , Bt; others 40.9 Auf. Ang.it they have nabetcen 
rcal{0n to. zultihe .che a Ah the, Miniktry, than yan give, well 
may they go. on todo its, Ls 7 
_ 3. Do you mean hereby | Ruders | the ſame as before by [ Laws] 

or 
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or what mean you? Lfappob its the Canon and Liturgy that you 


mean. And it by the | Charch] you mean any thing but the King 
and Parliament you are unintelligible : For the Church hath bur 
two viſible efſential parts, the Regcnt and the ſubjed parts. . And 
of the Regent only the ſupreame is effential , the reſt being alſo 
ſubjects, and but Integrals: Anditisa | Requiring Church which 
you mention. And ſo it ſeemeth that it is but a lay Church: And no- 
thing but a Chriſtian Kingdom. 

4. Thave told you that the French and Dutch Churches here ad- 
miniſter the Sacraments by another rule than your Liturgy,. and yet 
are no Schiſmaticks. 

5. And your rule hath many parts : It requireth Preaching, 
praying, reading the Pſalmes and two Chapters, and delivering 
baptiſme and the Lords Supper in Chriſts words, and repeating the 
Creed, the Lords Prayer and the Decalogue. And all that I do 
when I officiate for any man (for I have no Church ), and others do 
it with whom I converſe. - But if it be omitting any thing elfe in 


. your rule that maketh a ſeparation, what is it? Toft hear Confor- 


miſts omit divers Prayers. I have ſeen Dr. Horton give the Lords 
Supper, 1 think, to the greacer part that ſate. I doubt moſt Pariſhes 


ſeparate if every omiſſior, make a ſeparatiſt. 


6. But thus far you ſatistie me, that you judge all for ſeparatiſts 

{ that Preach without all your Aﬀent, conſent, ſubſcriptions, that 
the Covenant bindeth no man living, no not the Parliament men 
that took it, to endeavour any alteration of Church Government, 
that it is not lawful to reſiſt any Commiſſioned by the King (with- 
out exception) and much more ſuch : That alt are ſeparatiſts that: 
adminſicr not Sacraments according to your rute, which-pronoun- 
ceth baptized Infai.ts ſaved ſo dying, without excepting Athciſts, In- 
dels, or any, and this 'as 7! low 80 and certain by Gods word; 
which requircth-the Miniſter to refuſe Baptiſte and Chriſtendome, 
where the dedicating Image of the Croſs is not ſubmitted to, when 
the Parent or adult judge it an unlawfull Sacrament : And where ban - 
tiſme muſt be denyed to all that will not make Godfathers and 
Godmothers the ſole Covenanting undertakers fot their . Children, 
without ſpeaking a Covenanting word themſelves: And when your 
rule requireth all Miniſters to. deny Sacramental Communion, te 
allthat Scruple kneeling in the reception, and yet excordtmunicatceh. 
them and ruineth them tor not CommudNicating when they--are. xc- 
jected + And alſo ipſo fatfo Excommutticate :* To 'Sinit muc 4 
more ſuch , this is yourrule, which he that feycrveth 'from * is: ale»: 
paratilt.. a ; gn 
_ 2. But: 
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7. But I had thought that we had not been like thoſe late cavillirg 
Pap:fis that willnot diſtic.guiſh fundamentats from any little points, 
Icitit loſe them a paultry advantage of abuſing men? doth not every 
gocd law and rule diſtinguiſh between Eſſentials, Integrals, and ac- 
cidents, and make more Accidents than are Integrals, and Integrals, 
than are Eſſentials. And dethyour rule do otherwiſe, If not, tell 
vs what parts of your rule are neceſſary to one, and what to the other, 
or you ſay nothing to reſolve the caſe. Ts every line and Ceremony 
Eſſential to the Church,and to each member. It not how cemeth our 
omiting a form or Ceremony to cut us off as a ſeparated Church 
any more than every breach of Law cuts offa man from the Com- 
monwcalth, 

Yea, if your Church be but a Chriſtian Kingdome, do not you cut 
oft all from that Kingdome too, that refuſe your Forms or Cere- - 
n.onics or Subſcriptions, 

S. But Sir to be ſhort with you, I will yet believe that Chriſt is the 
Inftitntcy of the Charch 3 and that he hath himſelf made Laws 
which are ſufficient to be at leaſt the bond of their unity , yea for 
more than Eſſentisls, even the Integrals, and many accidents 3 and 
hath given Laws to regulate all mens Laws that determine of need- 
full undetermined accidents : And that no man {ſhould be cut off 
from the Church or taken as ſeparated that breaketh no Law of 
God, yea thoſe that are neceſſary to Church unity and Com- 
munion: And that the grand Schiſmaticks of the world, are the 
Engineers that fabircate needleſs, impoſſible dividing termes and 
conditions of unity and Communions 

$57. But you tell me that | we do the ſame things in the ſamemaji- 
ner as the ſeparatiſts ; Ergo weare diſingenious for denying your accuſati- 
on |, | 
4 1. Judgeof the fat by what is ſaid. 

2. We do not ſay. 1, That you are no true Miniſters or 
Churches. 2. Nor that it is unlawful to Communicate with you : 
Ergo it is not true that we do the ſame things. 

3. Butis the External a&ion| the whole ſame that maketh a ſeparatiſt, 
A Parſon in the Alc-houſe loſt his Common prayer book: When he 
came to Church he told them his miſhap, and only read what was in 
the Bible, Query whether his flock and he were ſeparatiſts. An old 
Parſon that 1 was bred under could ſcarce ſee, but could ſay moſt of 
the Prayers without book : He ſaid what he could remember , 
andgota day labourer one year, and a Taylor another to read the 
Chapters Query» Whether we were all ſeparatils. 
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S. 58. But you undertake to tell the Reaſon why I am unwilling 
to confeſs a ſeparation, becauſe we have formerly ſeverely condemned it 
51 others, and yet ds the ſame things for which we charged cthers as guilty 
of a ſnfulſe aration. 

Anſ. 1f this be not true; it is not well ; ſhew me where, and prove, 
when I ever condemned any for the ſame rhar 7 do, orelſe take more 
heed what you write hereafter. 

F. 59. Serm. p. 33. [For the Aſembly of Divines urged their 
diſſenting Brethren to comply with the Rules of Government, and charged 
them with Schiſm, if they did not, &c. | 

Anſ. 1. It's a Foul miſtake in matter of Fact, if you think that 
was that Aſlembly, yea or any one of them; or that what they did,l did: 
or thoſe of my acquaintance Gid it. And it is not much better to 
pretend that I or they were in all things of their mind : Doth the Aſ- 
ſemblies judgment concern me any more than you? Did not you 
conform tothem as much as I did * 

2. But what mean you to wrong your Hearers by ſuch groſs confult- 
on, to joyn in your Application Dr. Owen, and me, (and Mr. Corbet 
I think) with the Aſſembly, when it is publickly known that in thoſe 
matters we were of three ſeveral opinions: (And who are they thatdif- 
fer not in as preat matters ? ) 

(1.) It's Rack that except ſeven or eight, the Aſſembly men 
were all Gyformiſts when they came thither : Andeither they were 
ſuddenly changed, or not : if not, they were Conformiſts ſtill, and then 
no wonder that they were of your mind. | 

And indeed I know that they were not all of one mind : Moſt of 
them were moderate Conformi(ts that thought it lawful, but that it 
were much better be without it, than make it a ſnare to ſilence Mini- 
ſters, and divide the Church, and therefore were glad that it was laid 
by - Such were Mr. Vines, Mr. Burgeſs, and, I think, moſt. Some 
were for Dr, Srilling fleet*s way, that no one form of Church Govern- 
ment was of Chriſts Command, bat all lcft to prudence as civil Govern= 
ment 1s: Such was Dr. Edward Reignolds and ſome others; ſome 
were for the ſole Government of the Magiſtracy, called Eraſtians: 
Such was Mr. Thomas Coleman, and how many more I know not : 
Many of the Parliament liked theſe Men beſt : And theſe were alſo for 
an indifferency of the Clergy form : And when Mr Ceteman was cho- 
ſen to give the Covenant to the houſe of Lords, they took it on his 
Expoſition, thatit meant not the Excluſion of the Primitive Epiſcopa- 
Cy . ſome? were more tenaci6u3 f the Primitive Epiſcopacy, andabout 
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to enter a proteſtation for it; but that it was declared that ozly the En. 
glih form as deſcribed in the Concatenation was excluded: Theſe were 
Dr. Cornel. Burges, the excellent Thom. Gataker, and many more; 
And ſome few were for theDivine right of Presbytery(and after more:) 
And the five difenters and Mr. Philips were Independents. But take 
them as Gnformiſts, as Eraſtians, and as Indifferents, and judge whe- 
ther they were not more of your j:dgment, then of Dr. Owe”: or 
Mine, and it's no diſhonour to you - for I think I have not read of ma- 
ny Aſſemblies of worthier men ſince the Apoſtles days. But they were 
but men. 

But if indeed they were all ſuddenly changed from Conformity to 
Presbytery, whon they came to Weſtminſter ;, what a diſhonour is {ch 
mntability to Corformſts ? And how little hold is there of them ; if {6 
many of the beſt of them will ſo ealily change with the times ? What 
wonder if you ſhall do ſo? 

2. And as for Dr. Owen, he was known to joyn with the Inde- 
pendents - And ſure you will not intereſs him inthe Afſemblies Judg- 
ment. 

3. And Mr. Grbet and Tare of one mind ; And Ithovght that the 
truth was divided beween the three parties,and that all of them wanted 
neceflary skill and diligence for the healing of thoſe diviſions and the 
concord of the faithful: And the event excuſed me in that cenſure. 
And now, isthe Sy7ods Judgment more ours or yours ? 

(2.) But either this Syed were in the right or not : If not, why 
then will you follow them, or plead their reſtimony ? If yea, then 
they did well in being againſt the Liberty of the Prelariſts alfn. 

( 3+) But is it poſſible that you can expect that men ſhould bclicve, 
that their Caſe and ours are the ſame, or that either Al muſt be tolc- 
rated or zone that conform not ; and that the bare talking for or a- 
gainſt Toleration, without diſtinguiſhing the Tolerable from the In- 
tolerable, d th tend to mens Edification. He that will tolerate all, is 
bad ; and he that will tolerate none that differ, is mad. As it's an ill 
arsument, Yeſpe habent favos, & apes habent faves ;, Ergo veſpe ſunt a- 
pes: Soitis not a good one to fay, Waſps Neſts ſhould be deſtroyed : 
E-ro0 Bee-hives thould be deſtroyed. 

y. 60 But wherein lay the different Caſes ? 

Anf. In many things and great, however you untruly make them 
kxe. 
Firſt the Aſſembly never endeavoured to turn the Independents out 
of the Pariſh Churches; and berefices, nor to filence them, Ce 9s 

them 
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them publick preaching, as you do us ; but only would hinder them 
from gathering Churches out of other mens Pariſhes. : 

2, The Afembly put on the Independants, no Oath, no Declarati- 
on, Profeſſion, Subſcription, or Covenant as neceſſary to their Mini- 
ftry, which both ſides confeſſed not to be lawful ; and ſo wonld have 
impoſed no poſitive bond which they ſcrupled, but only the ſaid O- 
miſhon of their promiſcuous unlimited Church-gathering. 

3. ] hey impoſed no Litargy, no one Ceremony, no practice on 
them, contrary to their Conſciences. 

4. They urged them to declare but what Limits they would allow: 
to their Church-gathering Liberty ; that it might not extend to Here- 
ticks and the intolcrable, and could not prevail ; Judge now whe= 
ther theſe Caſes are of any kin ? Save in the gens of not allowing 
unlimited Toleration, which we hold toas well asthey Grant us 
leave to Preach in the Publick Churches, and to be capable of guiding 
reformed Pariſh Churches, yea, or but to Preach or Officiate Publick- 
ly for nothing, though we live on Alms and beg our Bread, and we 

will thank you - Yea, though you hoſd us to all the terms and con- 
ceſſions in the Kings Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs : And is 
this like the Cafe of the Aﬀembly, that never offered either to ſilence 
an Independent, or forbid him Parſonages, Le&ures, Colledge pre- 
ferments, or impoſe on him any one ſcrupled promiſe, profeſſion or: 
pradtrice * 

And yet Tagain ſay, both ſides were faultily wanting in the know- 
ledge and uſe of the terms of Peace. 

Y G1. Serm. p. 35. [So that whatever falſe colours and pretences 
ſome men make uſe of to juſtifie their preſent prattices, if the judgment of 
their own Brethren may be taken, "tis no better than plain and down-right 
ſeparation.) 

Anſ. 1, Were they not as much your Brethren as.mine, and nearer 
to your Judgment ? | 

2. Let the Reader judge, whether it he half ſo great ſeparation 
or diſtance, as the Conformiſts have among themſelves, while one 
part fay that their Church is but Lay in the Efſential Head, and the o= 
ther half ſay,/t i Clergy,and ſo are really of two Churches : And when: 
one party faith, if the King and the Biſhops Command contrary Tran- 
Nations, Verſions, T'imes, Places, Liturgies, andmodes of worſhip, the- 
Biſhops are to be obeyed. before - the King, and the other ſaith the 
King is to. be obeyed before the Biſhops.  Foomit abundance: of 
greater differences than ſome would perſwade men is between ns. and 

them, L-43 | J 62. 
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S 62. Serm. [| And I muſt needs ſay,] never ſaw any Cauſe more weaks 
iy defended, no not that of Polygamy and Anabaptiſme, than that of thoſe 
who allow it to be Lawſul to joyn itn Communion with #5, and yet go ab:ut 
to vindicate the ſeparate Meetings among us from the guilt of a ſinful 
Separation. | : 

Auf. 1. I have long obſerved, when ſoine men paſs a ſentence on 
others, and call them by reproachful names, it ordinarily more truly 
ſheweth what the ſpeaker z5, than what the Perſon or Cauſe is that he 
ſpeaks of : For it 1s ſo natural for the ſtreams to be like the Spring, 
and the fruit like the Tree, and the mouth to ſpeak from the abun- 
dance of the heart, that one may much conje&ure what the Speaker is 
by his words : But whatthe Cauſe and Man is that he ſpeaketh of, you 
can little know, while the ſpeaker oft little knoweth it himſelf or 
would not have another know it. Neither your confidence nor mine 
will determine a wiſe Reader. 

F. 63. Topag.36. I Anſwer, 1. Your Text is ſo clear and full 
a Confutation of your Sermon, that it*s hard to know how a mind 
not ſtrongly prejudiced could have preached ſuch a Sermon, or plead- 
ed for the ſilencing of ſo many ſuch Miniſters from ſuch a text ; Yea, 
or can need any more to contute you than to read your Text : 1. It is 
ſuppoſed that it was All that had attained to the truth of Chriſtianity 
that muſt walk by the ſame rule. 2. It was a Divine Rule then known. 
3. They were to bear wiih each other in loving Communion while 
they grew up to more. If this condemn not making and impoſing new 
huwane unneceſſary Rules, containing that which multitudes of im- 
partial Conſcionable men as wiſe as their Reproachers cannot excuſe 
from much heynous fin, and filencing and excommunicating all that 
obey them not, and when they forbid them Communion, call them 
Separatiſts ; | do defpair of underſtanding ſence. 

And to pag. 37. We come as ncar you as we can in Conſcience; 
and we know our own Conſciences better than you do. But whether 
you condemn not your ſelves as Separatiſts in denying communion 
where wepreach as if yon only were the Charch, and any that want 
but your Liturgy were none, Yea when we had the Licenſe of the 
King; unbyaſſed men will be able to diſcern. 

S. 64. Serm. pag. 37. [But why then ts this kept as ſuch a mighty 
ſecret in the Breaſts of their Teachers ? Why do they not Preach it to 
them in their Congregations ? 1s it for fear they ſhould have none left to 
Preach to? That us not to be imagined of Mortified and Conſcientious men : 


1s it leſt they ſhould ſeem ta condemn themſelves while they Preach ag ainft 
Separation 


| Church my ſelf,and Separate not from them ; and I told them my judg- 
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Separation in a Separate Congregation? Thw, I confeſs, looks odly ; 
and the tenderneſs of a mans mind in ſuch a Caſe, may out of meer ſhame- 
facedneſs keep him from declaring a truth which flies in hws face while 
he ſpeaks it. ] : 

Anſ. 1. Alas, you ſhew us, that ſome men perceive not when it 
flycth in their faces. [Reader, hence take heed of Believing words 
of Reproach againſt Adverſaries, when Intereſt and Sideing hath 


made men partial. ' Would you think that all this :ntemated ſilence 


werean untruth againſt publick Teſtimony ? 


7. Il have many and many times declared in print what he intimat- 
eth that we dare not Preach. And is not Printing a far more Publick 
declaration, than ſpeaking it in one Room ? 

2, When I began to Preach at St. Fames's, I read a Profeſſion to 
the Congregation openly, that I preacht not there as to a ſeparate 
Church, but as in concord with all Chriſts Church on Earth, for the 
neceſſity of the People that had not many of them heard a Sermon 
many a year, the Pariſh- having 40000 if not 60000 Souls more than 
cou'd hear in the Pariſh Church. | 

3. I built a Chapel by money partly begg*d, and partly to my 
greater loſs than I will mention, that I might but have helpt thoſe 
needy Souls for nothing : For the ſecond Sermon, one that Preacht 
for me (that had ſuffered impriſonment for the Kings-Cauſe) was 
ſentto Gaol, to my great "Trouble and Charge. And when I might 
not uſe it (ſaid One in Power, Though you would uſe the Common= 
Prayer there) I gave it up to the uſe of the Pariſh, and take it thank- 
fully of -Dr. Lhyd that he will there teach his People. 

4. I have many and many a time in the Pulpit openly Preacht 
againſt Separation, even what he now deſtreth. 

*  5- Notpaſt a Fortnight before his Sermon, I Preacht near him (at 
the Verge of his Pariſh in my Lefture) two whole Sermons of it, on 
Lk. 15. the Caſe of the two Sons 5 ſhewing that there are three 
notable ſorts of Separation. 1. T he Perſecators that forcibly ſcatter 
the Flock, as the Papiſts by dividing, finful impoſitions. 2. The Pro- 
phane Separatiſt like the Prodigal, who had rather be at the Tavern, 
the Play-houſe, the Whore-houſe, &c. than at Church. 3. The 
paſſionate peeviſh honeſt Chriſtian, as in the Text, [' He was angry and 
would not come in.] Here I ſhewed by many reaſons, how faulty and 
hurtful this miſtaking paſſionate Separation is : And I took that occa- 
ſion to give them many Reaſons why I communicate with the Pariſh 


ment, 
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ment, that they that ſuffer meerly for not-hearing, 07 20t-COMMuUNIC At= 
ing thrice a year as the Law requireth,cannot juitifie their Cauſe with- 

out ſome extraordinary reaſon, if they livein a Pariſh that hath a Mi- 

niſter capable of that Office. But I did not malignantly cqual the 'Son 

that had long ſerved his Father, and not tranſgreſſed his Commandment, 

with his Brother in his Prodigal deſertion of his Father : But on the 
next words [Hts Father went out to him and intreated him to come in;] 

I ſhewed that Gods Condeſcention, and Method in ſatisfying his mi- 

taken paſſhonate Children,ſhould dire& Miniſters and others how they 
alſo ſhould deal with ſuch. And that violence inftead of loving Con- 

deſcenſion, reaſoning and neceſſary forbearance of ſuch Infirmities, 
ſheweth, 1. That ſuch conſider not the corruption of Humane Na- 
ture, and how bad all menare. 2. They know not what need of 
Forbearance they have themſelves; nor how liable they are to Error 
and to Sin. 3. They imitate not God our Father and Saviour, and 
| know not what manner of Spirit they are of. 4. They have not due 
acquaintance with the preciouſneſs of Gods Grace and Image, that 
cannot perceive it, if there be but ſuch an Errour or Paſſion to ob- 
ſcure it. 5. They conſider not that they alſo may be Tempted, and 
what Temptation may do even with upright Souls. 6. They are 
ſtrangers to the Paſtoral office ; They ſhould excel in Love and Ten- 
derneſs as much as in Knowledge, and as mothers quiet crying Chil- 
dren, and not therefore caſt them out of doors. 7. They Croſs the 
ends of the Miniſtry, if they take the Converting of Souls to be any 
of its end - For as Generation ſo Regeneration maketh Infants and 
Children before they are grown Men; and Children will be wcak and 
troubleſome : And he that would have no ſuch Children, muſt not 
endeavour mens Converſion. 8. Yea, they greatly increaſe the Dif- 
caſe which they would Cure : Men will not love thoſe that hrtthem 
ſoeaſily as others : And when they are diſpleaſed with you, they are 
the hardlier pleaſed with your Dodrine. 9g. Driving men into the 
Church,maketh it like a Priſon and corrupteth it as compoſed of invo- 
luntary Members. 10. Yea, they muſt deſtroy the Churchzif they will 

ſuffer none in it that have as great weakneſſes as theſe. Thus I de-- 
clared both the evil of paſſionate Separation, and of miſtaking the 
way of Cure. I would repeat the Sermons, were it not for fear of 
being tedious, ; 

6. I have Printed in my ſecond Plea for Peace, what our 1Von-cor- 
formity 15 not, containing as much in this point as he can reaſonably 
defire, aSit was approved by many others (named in our Judgment 

about 
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about the Intereſt of Reaſon in Religion) ſo that he cannot ſay that [ 
ſpeak but of my ſclf, 

-. [ſuppoſe he believeth that I am acquainted with more Non-con- 
formable Miniſters than he is (or elſe he will not think that I am any 
ſuch Anteſi7nanm as Biſhop Morley calleth me :) And I meet with few 
- or none that contradi& what in this caſe of Separation I have Publihh- 
ed; They arecommonly for Reformed Pariſh Churches (not taking 
all in the Pariſh for the Church, but bounding Churches in Pariſhes 
for Order ;,) and Preach elſewhere but on neceſlity and as Aſſiſtants 
and not as Adverſaries. | 

8. Doth not our Pradctice(who g0 to the Pariſh Churches)ſhew our 
Judgments to the People if we ſaid nothing ? / 

9. Icould not have drawn the People ſo much from too great di- 
ſtance if | had not preached to them. At A&oz I conſtantly heard Dr. 
Rieves, and his Curate, and I preached only in my houſe between 
his Sermons, and then led the People to the Church, which Judge Hales 
my neighbour thought was good ſervice to the Church. And the very 
Sermon that I was ſent to the Common Gaol for, was on Matth.s . 
Bleſſed are the meek, perſwading to ſubmiſſive peace and patience. 

10. When Biſhop Morley forbad me to preach in his Dioceſs, and 
' Tcould not get leave at my departure to Preach to my hearers one fare- 
wel Sermon in publick ; I Preachtin a private houſe to them on Da- 
vid's words [Bring backthe Ark of God into the City, if I have found 
favour, &c. ] purpoſely to periwade them as my lait advice, notto 
depart from the publick Pariſh Aſſembly, though the Liturgy be there 
the publick worſhip . But if the Miniſter that is there ſhall bo intole- 
rable. 1. As utterly unable. - 2. Or a Heretick. 3. Or fo malig- : 
nant an Enemy 'of Godlineſsas to do more hurt than good; I adviſed 
them not to own any ſuch Miniſter, nor encourage him in his Uſurpati- 
on. And it was on that account that they long torbore, till the Vicar 
was dead and a better ſucceeded him. 

11. Since then I have written to my old Flock to perſwade them 
to jovn in the Pariſh Aſſembly, and 7 hear not of three that do refuſe it. 

And all this have ſaid as to that matter offa&, to ſhew you how 
farr to believe this Reveread Doctor's intimated ironical accuſation. 

If he fay, that Other Preachers do not ſo. | 

I Anſwer Firſt, How knoweth he the Negative that never heareth 
them, but like a ſeparatiſt avoideth it as unlawful ? 

2. Is it not likely that in ſeaſon they preach their judgment ? 


3. Butl confeſs they may find more profitable work than to preach 
| over 
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over all the ſuſpetted paſſages in the Liturgy, and other parts of Con- 
formity, and anſwer all the Peoples objections againſtthem. The 
Builders and Owncrs of the houſes are the fitteſt to do ſuch offices ts 
maintain it. 

F. 65. Ls it that they fearthe reproaches of the People ; which ſome 
few of the moſt Eminent perſons among them, have found they muſt under- 
go if they touch upon this ſubjeft? 

Anſ. 1, So farras your accuſation is untrue as to the fact, it*s but a 
further ill intimation to ask, why they do not that which they do ? 

2, If they that ſhould better know what their auditors moſt need, 
muſt preach what you appoint that know them leſs, you may make 
their Sermons for them as well as their prayers. 

3. Thoſe few Perſons it ſeems at lealt rouche on what you ſay they 
preacht not: And for my part,whom I know you mean for one,l never 
felt my ſelf much tempted to grudge atthe Diſſenters that therefore 
will not hear me ; If they hear others more ſuitable to them by whom 
they can more profit, as more cfteeming them, what hurt is that to me? . 

Would I have none taught the knowledge of Chriſt, but by my ſelf ? 
While we have all one Faith, it's ſome convenience for men to afſem- 
ble and hear, where they do it with unprejudiced , undiſturbed 
minds. 

4. If thoſe perſons you mention have before and fince ſuch cen- 
ſures as you intimate, done what you would perſwade men that they 
do not, your ſelf-contradiftion is moſt palpable. 

S. 66, Serm. [ For I know not how it cometh to paſs that the moſt 
Godly people among them, can leaff e: dure to be told of their faults. 

Anſ. 1. Did you not intend [the oft Godly] for a ſcorn, you 
would confeſs it falſe. 

2. If you mean thoſe that we eſteem moſt Godly, it is not true nci- 
ther. 

3. If you mean thoſe that-think themſelves ſo, it's no wonder if 
they miſtake ; if not, it's not true, 

2. I pray you take warning by them, or by your own reproof, 
and do not now ſhew that you are one of the mf? Godly by leſs endu- 
ring to be told of your faults. If otherwiſe, you have forecon- 

demned your own impatience. 

3. Verily they have dealt much more patiently with me than the 
Biſhops and Canoneers have done: Though ſome have ſpoken their 
diſlike of me, none of them (even when they were in power) did cver 
filence or impriſon me nor ever forbid me to Preach (fave ye at an 

| Aiſlzes..) 
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Aſſzes.) How can you think that we can feel their cenſures, when 
we have ſo much worſe to feel from the Canoneers ? And when you 
ask, [1s it for fear they ſhould have none left to preach to? If you ſepara- 
tcd not from us, you would ſce that ſuch have ſome left ſtill. 

S. 67. Serm. P. 42. [Whence we ſeethe Church of Englands endea- 
vour after uniformity, is acquitted from Tyranny over the Conſciences of 
men, by the Fudoment of the moſt Learned of the Aſſembly, &c.] 

Anſ. 1. Of the Aſſembly 1 have ſaid enough: 

2. If you think the Aſſemblies Uniformity, or their endeavours for 
it, were the ſame with the Church of Englands, none that know the 
caſe will be of your mind. : | 

3. If youare intelligible we muſt ſuppoſe that you cite them to de- 
fend this as the concluſion which you own. The word [Tyranny] is 
too harſh to be uſed without need - But I ſuppoſe you include that the 
ſaid Endeavors for Vniformity have no culpable ſeverity in them. 

That is, that the Ads for Vniformity, the Canons, the Executing 
of them in Declarations, Subſcriptions, Oaths, Pradtices, Puniſhments 
Corporal and Spiritual ; are no Sin, but Lawful. In your Epiſtle 

ou ſay They are ill men that ſay This is ſt:xring up to perſecution * 
All that 7 will fay is, that if you own theſe Endeavours for Uniformi- 
ty, Idonot : and the judge is at the door. , 

F. 68. Serm. p. 44. [If they formtheir judgments rather by preju- 
dice and paſſion and intereſt, than from the Laws of God, or juſt Rules 
of Conſcience, QC. 

Anſ. 1. This is true and good :- If we make not Gods Laws the 
Rule of Conſcience, no wonder if weerr : God preſerve us from alt 
corrupting prejudice , paſſion, intereſt and Canons. 

2. But when you compare our temptation from zzrereſt with yours, 
Thope you will not ſay as Dr. Aſheton, that as going to the Bar of 
God he undertakes to make good, that it*s through Pride and Covetouſn- ſs 
that we conform not ; that 1s, that we chooſe the contempt of high and 
low, and to live on Alms, and multitudes in pinching poverty. _ 

F. 69. Serm. p. 46. [We find Uniformity and Order condemned as 
Tyraniical, till men come intopower themſelves ; and thenthe very ſame 
things and arguments are uſed and thought very good and ſubſtantial, 
which before were weak.and ſophiſtical. } 

Anſ. A true and fad confeſſion; when Tread your Irenicon and 
this Sermon, 1 the more believe you : Therefore it hath been my 
happineſs that I was never in Power, nonor ever on the uppermoſt 


bde, unleſs as lam for the King. 1 remember Dr. Rieves told us in 
| M the 
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the Pulpit that the reaſon why we were apainſt Dioceſan Biſhops, 
was becauſe we could not be Biſhops our ſelves : And many others 
have ſaid the like. 

S. 70. Serm. [Thoſe that now plead for Toleratior, did once think 
the 1ſther of Confuſion, the nurſe of Atheiſm, $&Cc.] | 

Arſ. 1. Sure though you often cite Dr, Ower, you mean not the 
Independents. 

2. If they ſpake either for or againſt Toleration as you do without 
diſtinction, and were for allor againſt all, and diſtinguiſhed not the 
ro/erable from the intolerable, it's no great heed to betaken what they 
lay. If there were but one falſe word impoſed on you, which you 
could not aſſent to, and on 2000 ſuch as you, ſhould you be no more 
tolerated than a Mahometar: ? | 

8. 71. As to your advice to us P. 47.48. I. Did you think that 
becauſe we muſt bear with much that is amiſs in the Church, that 
therefore we mult either conſent to it, or prattiſe it, and Covenant 
againſt all endeavours of amending it, or prefer it before better. 
The man you talk of out of Mr. Ball was near Bremicham, and 
was Melancholy to a kind of madneſs. 

To your ſecond I anſwer, It followeth not, that becauſe we muſt 
not judge-too hardly of Impoſitions, therefore we mult ſay, ſirear and 
do all that is now impoſed on us. Or that he that dares not do it, is un- 
peaceable.] would we knew in what caſes only you would deny Obedi- 
ence and Conformity your ſelf. Doubtful paſſages and undoubted e- 
vils ſomewhat differ. A fault-finding diſpoſition, and the Roman art 
that Boccaline mentions to ſwallow a Pumpion, have a mean between 
them. Papiſts, Socinians, or any that are uppermoſt, may call for 
Conformity under the names of Unity and Peace. 

To the Third. ſeparation was not the ſame thing in the mouth of 
the old Non-conformiſts as in yours: They took it firſt for unchurch- 
ing the Pariſh Churches. 2. Or holding it a ſin to communicate with 
them, if they might be excuſed as to kneeling, Croſſing , &c. 
You take it for [preaching when forbidden. I have named to you the 
old Non-conformiſts that preached when they could. And half of them 
7 think got into ſmall priviledged places,exempt from the Biſhops 
power, and there preached moſt of them without the Liturgy, andall 
without the Ceremonies : And was not this againſt Law. Sure Biſhop 
Bancroft that deſcribeth their attempts to ſet up new Churches andDiſ- 
Cipline was not of your mind concerning the Non-conformiſts judgment. 
te had but two in all Shropſhire, and Dr, Alleſtree when a boy _ 
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the Catechiz'd Auditor of one of them, being his next Neighbour (in 
a peculiar Chapel, without the Liturgy, &c.) And yet I. think not 
that his Father and all that Aſſembly were ſeparatiſts for hearing him. 
Bradſhaw thought we ſhould ſubmit toa ſilencing Law, where our Mi- 
niſtry was unneceſſary, and ſodo I. Dr. Gorge was a Conformiſt when 
he wrote the Book which youcite. | 

To your Fourth ; Woe to them that believe our diviſions indanger 
the Land and let in Popery, and yet will cauſe them, and no intreaty 
can procure them to forbear dividing us, when they may ; and then 
revilethem that have no way to remedy it, unleſs wilful heinous ſin- 
ning be tne way. | 

$ 72. That it is diſeaſes (that love not their own names) in mens 
hearts, that make the trouble more than our different judgments and 
Aſſemblings, experience telleth us : I was never a ſettled Teacher, 
but in two places (fiving a Led&ure at Coventry in the War,) viz. An 
Aſſiſtant at Budgnorth, and a Paſtor at Kidder minſter : And in both 
places there is an honeſt Conformableand a Non-Conformable Mini- 
ſter : And the People go to the publick Aſſembly, and many hear the 
Non-conformiſt privately between the publick meetings : And both 
parties (as T hear) live in very much loveand peace , and why might 
it not be ſo-in other places, if there were the like Miniſters and Peo- 
ple, without all this envyous clamour and bugbear words of [| Anti- 
—_ ian] on our fide, or (Separatiſts and Schiſmaticks on the 06> 
ther. 

S. 73. As to your next advices p. 53. 54. Firſt, Qu; moner ut faci- 
45, ce, We ſpeak fo much againſt raſh ignorant Zeal, that you 
commend us againſt your purpoſe. . 

2, We thank you for the admonition | zot to be always complaining 
of hardſhips and perſecutions. ] Doubtleſs our mercies are ſo great as 
forbid us to be over querulous ; nay leave us unexcuſable, if we are 
not very thankful. For my own part my ſafterings have been very 
fall from man, in compariſon of what I endure in Soul and Body. from 
my tclf. They are few days in which I am a not heavier burden to my 
felf, than all my Enemies are. But Firſt, I may not be ſenceleſs of 
the caſe of many better men, who have great families and no bread 
but what they have by Alms in poor. Countreys where the people. are 

fitter to receive than to give. And if they remove to bigger Towns, 
the Clergy tell them it is for gain, and they that have one, two, three 
or more perferments, reproach them as coveto!s that will rather bes 
than fin or famith, yet your Brother. Hichering!! on the comrary.pro- 
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claimeth how little they ger: Were it my caſe as it is very many Noy- 
conformiſts, to be in other mens debts, and have nothing to pay houſe 
rent, for cloaths, for bread, &c. and to have Wife and many Chil- 
dren to pacific, and to live on bread and water, or little more, and 
be offered plenty if I would but do that which I take to be the hazard 
of my Soul, I ſhould be ſenſible of the temptation. 

2. Andalas all this is nothing to the ſuffering of thouſands ef Souls! to 
periſh for lack of knowledge, whoſe caſe it is lawful to compaſſion and 
lament. 

3. And nature maketh it lawful to feel whenone is hurt, and to 

confeſs that feeling. 
' 4. And methinks if 7ul;an that abuſeth the Chriſtians ſhould ſay, 
your Maſter bid you turn the other Cheek, his ſcorn would but aggra- 
vate his Sin : Patience is our duty ; But if they call us to it who 
Preach and Print, and call out for the Execution of the Laws againſt us 
Cas many of the moſt eminent of the Clergy have long done) as you 
faid in another caſe, /t wil/ look bat odly : To preach tothe Parliament, 
to put Fire to theFaggot,to accuſe theKing for his Licences and Clemen- 
cy, totell the Magiſtrates and the World, that our Schiſms are be- 
cauſe they execute not the Lawes, even the Laws that fine us forty 
pound a Sermon, and Jay us in the Common Gaol with Malefactors, 
and baniſh us from Cities and Corporations, I fay for theſe men to ſay 
[complain not] is a ſmart accuſation of themſelves. For from good 
men good is to be exp2&ed; but if I meet with Gentlemen on the 
road that take away my Mony, clothes and horſe, and wound me, and 
tell me how much I am beholdento them, becauſe they did not cut 
my throat, it's lawful to know what they are, though I muſt be 
patient. And 7 told you before, when you talk of being made a Sa- 
crifice, if a few deſpiſed men cenſure you, while you have all your 
Honour, Reputation, Riches and many preferments to arm you a- 
gainſt their thoughts and breath, methinks ſheweth that this Counſel 
is as ſeaſonable to your ſelf as to the ſuffering Non-conformiſts. 

Y. 74- Serm. 54. [ Where are the Priſcillians that have been put to 
death by their inſtigation * What do ſuch inſinuations mean, but that our 
"Biſhops are the followers of Ithacius and Idacivs in their cruelty ; and they 
of -the good and meek Biſhop St. Martin, who refuſed communi- 
on with them on that account ? Tf men entertain ſuch kind thouohts of 
themſelves, and ſuch hard thoughts of their Superiours, whatever they 
plead fir, they have no imclination to Peace. ] 

Arnſw. 1. Thats, toyour Terms of Peace, and you being judge. 
2. Know- 
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2. Knowledg is oft conſtrained : It is no fin to know Hiſtory, much 
leſs Publick matter of preſent fa&, and leaſt of all, that which we ſee 
and feel. Is it a fin toknow when a man is in priſon, or when his goods 
or books are diſtrained, &c? I the rather ſpeak to this, becauſe a Reve- 
rend Reformed Biſhop tells me alſo of this wrong, as if thoſe Biſhops 
caſe were unlike to his; and citeth the words of the Hiſtorian that 
mentioneth the ſuffering of the Churches in Spazz on that account;as if 
Maximus had but taken advantage of the Biſhops ſpleen to Tyrannize, 
and prey upon the Churches. I deſire not to make any men ſeem worſe 
then they are, nor cauſeleſly to open the faults of any. I profeſs to 
the world that it is not in an impatient aggravating of any ſufferings of 
my own (which are ſmall,) that I write this, but as the true ſtating of 
the caſe between us. If the matter of fact be not truly ſtated, the 
matter of r;ght cannot be well determined. I hate falſe Hiſtory. 

I. It is agreed on by many of the beſt Hiſtorians of that Age, be- 
ſide Beda, that Maximus wanted nothing but a good Title to make 
him one of the beſt of Emperours : That he was ſaid to be made Em- 
perour by the Brittiſh Souldiers, againſt his will, and being once in, 
could not go back. His uſurpation was wicked, but a way too com- 
mon in the Empire. He was of a pious life, .and great zeal for the 
Biſhops and' the Orthodox Religion ; what he did was to pleaſe the 
Biſhops and to ſuppreſs Herreſie and Schiſme: And it's like enough 
he thought by their friendſhip to ſtrengthen himſelf. He reſcued Am- 


broſe at Milan from the Arrians, and by his threats deterred Yalen- 


tinian (provoked by his Wife) from perſecuting him, and ſo preſerve 
ed the Church of 14lan and many others. 

2 [I read not of any of the Biſhops in all his Countreys that com- 
plyed not with this Uſurper, ſave Martin, T heognoſtus, and-Ambraſe, 
(that was preſerved-by him.) 

3. It was not Jthacins and Idacims only, but all the Synod of the 
Biſhops, that were guilty, and that Marrn ſeparated from. 

4. The Priſcillians were down-right Gnoſticks, and ſo are not the 
Nonconformiſts, who you ſay agree with you in Dodrine, &c. 

'5. It is butthe death of Priſcillian and a very few more that the 
Biſhops were ſaid to have procured ; and they were aſhamed of it 
when they had done, and denyed that it was their doing. Youforce 
me for Hiſtorical Verity to tell you, that they did not ſilence about 
2000 Miniſters, which 1s worſe than many bodily afidtions ; nord id 
they deſire aximm to make a Law that all that.did not ſuch things 4s 
ſhould be ruined by Fines, Imprifoned, &c. Make them not worſe. 


ours than they were.Our Quakers are much like the Priſcill;aniſts _—> 
ad 
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Had it been but twice as many of them that had dyed in priſon,as were 
put to death of the. Priſcillianiſts, the caſes had not been much unlike. 
But Mr. Thompſon that dyed in Priſon at Briſtol, Mr. Field that dyed 
in Priſon here; Mr. Hughes that in Priſon catcht his mortal fickneſs; 
Mr. oſeph Allen that had the ſame Lot, and many more ſuch, were 
none of them like the Priſcillianiſts, but menof whom I and ſuch as 
I come far ſhort. | 

6. The great miſchief that thoſe Biſhops did was by ſuſpeting m2n 
that Faſted and Prayed much, to be Priſceliizans; they brought reproach 
by unjuſt ſuſpicions in all Countreyson the moſt ſtrift Religious men;and 
Martin was called by them a Pri/c:llianiſt for being again(t the Biſhops 
Perſecution of them.Let not me, but publick knowledge here make the 
compariſon : How ſmall was this reproach,for extent and continuance, 
in comparifon ofthat which by occaſion of Non-conformity hath been 
caſt on men in England ? My memory ſerveth me from 1623 or 24. ; 
Commonly in the Countreys, if a man did but pray in his family,and 
ſpend the Lords day in Religious Exerciſes, reading the Scripture, 
or repeating a Sermon, or reading a good book, or ſinging a Pſalm, 
and was-againſt ſwearing and drunkenneſs, he was made the common 
ſcorne, as a Puritanc, and the Biſhops Articles, and their reproach of 
Non-conformiſts, occaſioned all this in the Rabble againſt thoſe that 
were no Non-conformiſts.If you believe not me, believe a Conformilſt 
Robert Bolton, that ſaith more of the horrid abuſe of Picty by the name 
of Paritane. And ſince then the ſame ſpirit hath uſed the Vame of Pre/- 
byterian, Schiſmaticky Separatift, Fanatich, to the like reproach of ſe- 
r:ouſneſs and diligence in Religion, though not ſo univerſally as the 
name Paritane was 5 Yea if a man had but been for Lectures, and 
{ach like helps as Arch-Biſhop Gr:n4all was for (to his coſt) or for af- 
tzrnoon Sermons,or would not read the book for Sunday dancins,c*c, 
he was worſe than ſuſpe&ted and reproached, My neighbours that 
once was a Teacher to, did never preſume to preach nor invade the 
miniſterial Office, nor doany thing but the work of private Chriſtians, 
that is, to pray and repeat the Sermon, and ſing a Pſalm, but becauſe 
many ignorant Families that could not read, could not do any of this 
in their houſes, they joyned with the Neighbours that performed it, 
and this not at time of Publick worſhip : yet becauſe that more than 
tour ſuch met, they were diſtrained on and laid in Gaoles. Compare 
all this (and the removal of many hundred families out of the Land 
heretofore) with the conſequents of the Biſhops zeal aSainſt the Priſ- 
C502268/5;', | 
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But remember that it is not in my thoughts to lay any of this upon 
the Biſhops that came in ſince the Impoſitions and actions aforeſaid, and 
had no' hand in them, and cry not to Magiſtrates to execute the 
Laws, nauch leſs on men of ſuch known moderation as divers of them 
are, nor on the Peaceable Conformiſts that own none of this. 

7. And it muſt be remembred that Martin was but an odd man, and 
ſeemed ſingular againſt the Synods of all the Biſhops, and a man of - 
little Learning, like one of our Trades-men that is Religious. And 
therefore I have wondred that Baroniu and Binnins, and our Rich, 
Hooker, did ſo openly decry the faults of the Biſhops here, and take 
part with Martin, and not rather turn the reproach on him, as an un- 
learned Separatiſt, and Fanatick : But his Miracles ſilenced all re- 
proaches; with the rooted eſteem which ſerious Chriſtians will till 
have for ſerious Piety, when the Reproachers have ſaid and done their 
worſt, Elſe one unlearned 12 that went in ſordid attire, and lived in 
a ſmall thacht Cottage, and lay on the gronnd, and eat worſe than our 
beggars do, and pleaded for the Gnoſticks perſons, was liker to have 
been born down as a mad Fanatick, than ſuch men as Dr. Twiſſe, Tho- 
mas G ataker, Richard Vines, Anthony Burges,Mr. Hughes, Foſeph Allen, 
and about 2000 more. 

8. Laſtly, Let it be noted that the Cauſe of St. {arrin was,ghis judge- 
ment that Hereſie and Schiſme,cven as bad astheGneſticks,was not to be 
puniſhed by the ſword,but only by Church cenſures;and therefore that the 
Biſhops did wickedly,in calling for the Magiſtrates ſword againſt them; 


. for then if the Heretick can getthe Magiſtrate to be for him, the ſame 


ſword may be drawn againſt the Orthodox : And ſo the Priſcillianiſts 
once got agreat Courtier to be for them,and a while turned the ſword 
againſt their adverſaries, which occaſioned ſufferings in Spaz;z and other 
parts. And I wonder how Baronins, Binnins, or you that plead for 
the ſilencing and other afliting of Non-conformiſts, under the name 
of [Non-toleration] and the Churches endeavours for Uniformity, can 
poſſibly keep out the light which would tell you that we may give you 
twenty to one in weighing your caſe and ours with Ithacizs and Mar- 
tins, if any impartial hand do hold the ballance. Is not your whole 
cauſe, who cry out for the execution of the Laws, and againſt our To- 
leration, (that is, that we are not to be endured) clean contrary to 
Martins cauſe ? 

$. As to your 3d. Advice, pag. 55- [Not to Condemn others for that 


which themſelves have prattiſed. ] 


I Anſwer, 1. Prove that I or any of my Acquaintance ever pre 
ctiſe 
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aiſed Ejefting, Silencing, Ruining men for things unneceſſary, yea 
or for greater things. Whom did we ever forbid to Preach the truth ? 
Whom did we caſt out of all Church Maintenance? Whom did we im- 
riſon ? . 

: 2. If any in New-England had done it, is that our doing * They 
that are againſt Chriits Righteouſneſs imputed, I hope will not joyn 
with you in imputing to us the fins of thoſe that wereno Kin to us, and 
we never ſaw. 

3. What a pitiful Caſe is Mankind in, if ſuch an Harangue of con- 
founding words can make them believe, that Tolerating or not-T'o- 
lerating in Cauſes vaſtly different, are the ſame ? Is itall one to de- 
ny men Liberty to ſeduce men from the eſſentials of the Faith, and to 
forbid many-hundreds to preach Chriſts Goſpel, unleſs they will open- 
ly profeſs that they Aﬀent and Conſent to three Books, and Covenant 
never to endeavour the Reforming of the Government of the Church, 
&c ? Might not the Papiſts ave ſaid to us juſt as you do [ zt 5 the ſame 
thing for us to burn Proteſtants as Hereticks, as for you to expel the 
Subverters of the Faith.] But you that are for ſilencing us all, for not 
conſenting to, Toukzow what, have leſs excuſe for calling it [the ſame 
thing] unleſs you think Chriſt and a Liturgy tobe ſame. | 

It is therefore fitter to be anſwered with Compaſſionate Tears than 
Words, when you ſay pag. 56. that | every one of them would prattiſe 
the ſame were it in their Power,and think it very juſtifiable ſo todo ] Auf. 
O whither may he rowlthat is tumbling down the Hill ! I was never 
in Power : The Independents once were : They uſed it not as | would . 
have had them: But did they or the Presbyterians Eject or Silence one 
another ? Is it a good Conſequence [you would filence a Quaker that 
denicth the Efſentials of Chriſtianity : Ergo, every one of you,were it in 
your power, would Silence, Impriſon, and Ruine them, that differ from 
you in Ceremony,Form,or Subſcription like ours ?JO how incredible 
are the words of ſome applauded men! 

I remember that at the Savey when it was ſaid how ſome had uſcd 
the Epiſcopal, Biſhop Walton excuſed and reproved me, and aid, 
that [ :ndeed Thad then written againſt Ejefting or Troubling any honeſt 
worthy man for being Epiſcopal or again(t the Parliament, but that the 
3nCcompetent and vicious of all ſorts equally ſhould be Ejetted But (faith he) 
aid not you write that if the Sword interpoſed not, but meer liberty to Vo- 
lunteers were granted to all parties, the Prelatical Liturgick Church would 
be like a T avern or Tnne where many ſober Perſons come,but ſo many others 


alſo, as would make it a place of no very preat inviting Fame 2] 1 con- 
feſſed the truth, and till confeſs it. p S F. 76, To 
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$. 76. To your 4th. Advice, [ot ro make our diſſerences ſeem 
reater than they are. 

. Ido conſent. But 1. Did our 18 or 19 years Silencing them, Jo that ? 
2. Do not you doit, that make men belicve that we are /:tole-able and 
to be Silenced, and that Separate from our Congregations as if it were 
a ſin to juin with us ? 3. We deſire only a true ſtating of the Caſe. 

The honeſt dealing which you demand, | and many others conſtantly 
pzrform ; andit”s ll to intimate that we do not. But you add, 

$. 77. [ Is hard to underſtand if occaſtonal Communion be lawfil, 
' that conſtant Communion ſhould not be a Duty.) 

Anſ. Some Truths are hard to men of great Wit. It's lawful to 
have communion in our Aſſemblies (as I am ready to prove) and yet 
youthink not ary, much leſs conſtanr, Communion to be a Duty. It's 
lawful to have Communion with the French; Dutch, or Greek Church ; 
maſt conſtant Communion be therefore a Duty ? Ir*s lawful to have 
Commiinion with an ignorant Reader, or a drunk:2n Prieſt (at leait 
in your Judgment ;) Is it therefore a duty to ſeck no better ? 

SF. 78. Serm. [ All underſtanding men will conclude that they p+e- 
fer ſome little intereſts of their own, before the Honour of Chriſt and the 
Peaceof the Courch. ] | 

Anſ. 1. The word [” Little] came well in as to your ſenſe : Fruly 
Poverty and Fuin are little intereſts : I cannot imagine what you mean, 
unleſs it be Repatation. Butis not your Reputation with the Higheſt 
Perſons, and the multitude, a more tempting Intereſt than our Repu- 
tation with ſuch as you much Contemn. 2. But do you underſtand-- 
ing men know our hearts b2tter than we ? And are you ſure that none 
are #nderſtanding that b2 not as partia!ly Cenſorious as you ? If we 
prefer our Little intereſt, why do we not Conform ? If you take us 
all for Mad men, diſpute not with us : if not, can we be ignorant that 
Carnal Intereſt is on your ſide, and are none of us Capable of it ? 3. 1 
ſhould have taken it as too ſharp an intimation to ſay that Tour Greater 
Intereſt ſwayeth you : No man that is a Chriſtian taketh this vain vex- 
ations World for his great Intereſt, And to make the Larrle Intereft 
of Proſecuted, Beggared, Ruined Non-conformilts to be that which 
beareth down, both all the intereſt of Wealth, Eaſe: and W orlaly 
honours and the intereſt of the Churches Peace and the intereſt of 
their own Salvation, and all this by n» other proof than a Suppoſiticn 
that your Sagacity knoweth their hearts, and-that all underſtanding! 
men are of your'mind] the naughrtineſs of this is ſo great that+it wil 


not ſaffer yoa to ſee it, Sir, as wife as. yo are, 1 know my. own 
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heart better than you do (and ſo do my Brethren know theirs.) If you 
would ſwear the contrary I will not believe you. And tell you, it is 
20. Little Intereſt that moveth me ; it is greater than a Deanery or a 
Biſhoprick. 1 were worſe than mad,if 1. [conſumed my finall eſtate, 
2. And my Health. 3. And denied my Eaſe. 4. And all worldly 
Wealth and Pleaſure. 5. And expoſed my ſelf to be called a Schiſma- 
tick and a Rogue, by the Conformiſts. 6. And lay my ſelf under the 
ruining dangers of the Law. And 7. to be written againſt as doing all 
this by ſin 8. And all this nnder the languiſhings and pains of Lck- 
neſs, cxpeaing when I am called to my.account ; I ſay I were worſe 
than mad, if I cli9ſe ail this for that which you call {" Little inrereſt.] 
9. And if Repmaticz with my poor deſpiſed party be that Little inte- 
reſt, you confute your ſelf before, where you ſay how much I have 
undergone of their impatient Cenſires. Have I flattered them ? Have 
I not ſaid more againſt their faults than you have dons, though not a- 
gainſt their Duty? 10. .Some of my heart-judges ſay, it is a;ſemel 
dixifſe, to avoid the imputation of mntability, But theis Compani- 
«ns confute them who charge me with my retraCations ; and who ſec 
by my writings that Lleft room for ſecond thoughts, and have not ſi- 
lenced them to eſcape the Cenſure of any whomſoever. :I have left 
ray Reputation to God, and never was ſo thin Skin'd as to be. un- 
able to beara Cholerick breath : Ilive not upon Air, or the thoughts 
of men, who will ſhortly with me be ſilent in the duſt. They that 
know how many Books, . perhaps ſcores, have been written againſt 
me, by Scctaries of many forts, and ſome by good and ſober men, 
Presbyterians, Independents and Prelatical, and how little they have 
broke my pzace, will not think applauſe is my. Little intereſt, Had 
T beenas you 7 would have left ont this Charge of Litele intereſt, leſt 
it ſhould tempt men to compare your Caſe and ours. 

FS. 79. Your 5th. Advice isjuſt : 7 hate Charging you or any with 
unjuſt ſuſpicions of inclinations to Popery. 7 know ſome few men 
whom 7 have reafon to ſay, Detend Grote as one of their Religion ; 
who tho':ght that the Proteſtants can never unite among themſelves till 
they unite with Xomze as the Miſtreſs Church 3 and that the Councils 
even that of Trey are ſound in the Faith, and that ſecuring the rights 
of Kings and Biſhops, and diſowning the Schuolmens abuſes, and the 
Clergies evil lives, and reducing the Pope to rule us, not Arbitrarily 
but by the Canons; are_enough to ſatisfe and reconcile us. But to 
charge this on all, or moſt, 1s unjuſt : We know what Biſhop Bar- 
fox, Eifhop Crefrs and divers others have done to fignifie their Faith- 
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fulneſs to the Proteſtant Cauſe. And if Coxtzex's way prevail not, to 
drill men they know not whither by degrees, [hope of the go0o or 
10000 Clergie men in England, one thouſand will not turn to Popery. 
But 7 muſt fay, that when ſome Prelates made it their great bulineſs 
to Silence, Shame and Ruin us, and drive us far enough from Per- 
ſons of Power, undertaking to preſerve the Proteſtant Religion better 
without us than with us, and after all, cry out themſelves that we are 
in danger of Popery by their own Pupils and Diſciples, whoſe inſtru- 
(tion they undertook ; men will have leave to think of this awake, and 
to judge of Cauſes by Effedts. 

$. 80. Your Counſel is good, [. Not to run the hazard of all for a 
ſhow of greater Liberty to our ſelves. Should 7tell you three ſtories of 
our hazarding our own Liberties Decauſe we would not do what you 
diſſwade us from, one in 1660, and another 1652, and another about 
1667, it would be a pair of Spectacles to ſome. 2. But will not all 
that have eyes ſec, who doth more for Toleration of Popery, they 
that ſay [Popery and you ſhall ſtand and fall together, except you will 
ſay, ſubſcribe and do all that is preſcribed you ;] or they that ſay [We 
cannut ao that which we take to b hainows fin?] Doyou think the Pa- 
piſts had not rather (with you) that we were Silenced, than that we 
Preach, who have been their greateſt Adverfaries ? If you will rather 
let m Toleration of Popery, than vou will Tolerate Proteſtants that 
fear the guilt of Lying, Perjury, and many other Evils, ſhould they 
wo which you Confeſs zndifferent, let God be judge between vou 
and us. 
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